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· This course is part of the GE Segment III cluster: Asian Society, Politics, and Culture (Category C). Therefore, students can take this class to meet the GE Segment III requirements should they choose to do so.
· However, students will not receive Segment III credit for the course unless they complete the cluster as described in the Class Schedule and Bulletin.
Required Books and Reading Materials
Samuel P. Huntington, The Third Wave: Democratization in the Late Twentieth Century (Norman: University of Oklahoma Press, 1991)

Anek Laothamatas, ed., Democratization in Southeast and East Asia (New York: St. Martin, 1997)

In addition, additional reading materials (book chapters and journal articles) are placed on library electronic reserves online. Your assigned password is “graciousness” You need to make your own copies of all these reading materials. Readings with an asterisk (*) are on reserve at the library.  
Course Objectives

This course emphasizes substantial reading, intensive writing, careful analysis, systematic evaluation, rigorous training in conceptual ability, critical thinking, and writing, speaking and leadership skills.
The last two decades have witnessed the most remarkable development towards democracy across all regions, which has been referred to as the “Third Wave” of democratization. The third wave of democratic transitions started in the mid-1970s when several South European countries made the transition from dictatorships to democracy and then spread across Latin America, Africa, Asia and East Europe by the early 1990. Political transition in Asia has demonstrated a divergent patterns of transition: some authoritarian states have successfully made the transition toward democracy whereas those Asian communist states have attempted to make the transition toward a socialist market economy while retaining the Leninist party-state without making a political transition toward democracy. How to understand and explain such a divergent pattern of political transition in Asia? The divergent patterns of political transition in Asia and other regions have generated a rich theoretical debate on the factors contributing to the success or failure of democratic transitions in individual countries and on the very meaning of democracy and other related key terms and concepts. 

This course will be divided into two parts: Theoretical Frameworks and Political Transitions. In the first part of this course, we will critically examine the major transition theories and explanations that have been offered for the comparison of political transitions and explore the major controversial issues and problems in political transitions. The comparison of the diverse theories will help you understand the major issues about democracy and democratization and the major approaches to addressing these issues, give you a broader perspective in understanding your own democracy, its creation and development, and its strengths and weaknesses, and help you develop the conceptual ability to conceptualize and analyze the major issues, problems, and political phenomena in democratic transitions. The second part of this course will link the central concepts and theories we have just learned to political realities in Asian political transitions, examine the divergent patterns of transition, and predict the prospects for democracy in Asia. The course will examine and compare the major aspects of political systems and political changes in each pair of the countries under study to explore the general patterns of similarities and differences and the dynamics that are deep-seated in their political and economic changes. 

Course Requirements and Policies

(1) Oral presentation, participation and Leadership of Discussion (20%). We will have two meetings every week. Before I lecture on each of the topics, you will first present and participate in weekly discussions. Your careful preparation of the assigned readings and active participation in weekly discussions are required for each class. “Preparation” entails that you are required to read carefully all the assigned materials and write short essays on the sets of readings for the topics under study at each weekly meeting. “Participation” means that each of you will rotate responsibility for leading discussions and participate actively in weekly discussions, with a list of questions and comments on the readings. Each student will make one oral presentation and lead the class discussion during the semester. For my record, the presenter should provide me with a detailed outline of presentation at the beginning of the class. The presentation should last about 20-30 minutes and utilize an overhead projector, audio-visual equipment, or something most of you will have to do whatever career you pursue after college. A schedule of your responsibility for presentation and leading discussions will be established early in the semester. There will be a sign-up sheet for you to choose the topic of your presentation. Active and effective participation in seminar discussions is a vital component of this course. Your oral presentation and class participation will constitute 20%. All students are required to attend every scheduled class. Roll will be taken in each class. Absences would cause points deduction from your participation.

(2) Exams (50%). Mid-term and final exams will be given, and each constitutes 25% of your final grade. You must demonstrate mastery of the course materials. The exams will be take-home essay questions, with emphasis on conceptual ability and writing skills. Exams must be simply stapled (not to use paper clips nor plastic cover). Unstapled exams will have point deduction. In the interest of fairness to all students, no late exams will be accepted. 

(3) Research Paper (30%). You are also required to write a research paper on the course theme, which accounts for 30% of your final grade. Your paper should be typed in double space, and 15-20 pages in length. No cover or binding on your paper please! Include a cover sheet with your paper title and your name, and staple the entire paper in the upper left-hand corner. It will be always helpful to search the Internet for the reference. But your main sources of citation must be academic journals and books. At a minimum you should use 10 sources of academic journal articles and books. You must use correct citation for your paper. Plagiarism is when you use someone else’s words or ideas without attributing the proper source. Feel free to rely on someone else’s words, concepts, arguments, ideas, explanations, or descriptions, but make sure that anything you cite from the literature or anything that is not yours must be properly footnoted. Students will receive F’s for plagiarized work. Your paper must conform to college-level standards of quality. Poor grammar or spelling and improper citation style will be counted against your grade. 


You should be free to choose a topic on your own. But, do not turn in a paper that was prepared for a different class. As a general rule, a topic for the paper must be closely related to the course theme or some aspects of the subject matter and the countries covered in this course. Therefore, a self-selected topic for the paper must be submitted in writing and approved by the instructor as early as possible. Your paper with a self-selected topic will not be accepted without my pre-approval (you will receive a zero score). You are required to email me a topic proposal, which includes such key research elements as “what is your paper topic,” “what is the thesis of your paper,” “what is your research question,” “why this question,” “how to solve this question,” and “what are the major sources of your research,” before or on November 5, 2003. Your paper should be submitted in both hard copy and electronic format via email before or on December 3 (Wednesday), 2003. Late paper will not be accepted. You should visit my website for step-by-step guidelines, specific criteria for evaluating papers, and more information on how to do research and find academic sources: http://bss.sfsu.edu/sguo  Click on “Courses” or “Handouts”.

(4) Incomplete grade. According to the university policy, an “incomplete” grade (I) can only be given when the student has completed 75% of the course and the student has a passing grade. An incomplete is a grade that should only be given in circumstances where students cannot attend in a situation that is beyond their control – “only given for documented emergencies.” But the student can instead withdraw (W) from class. The student who does not withdraw properly gets a U grade (administrative grade) that turns into an F after a year if the student does not make up for it.

(5) Syllabus and email account. You must read the syllabus for this course very carefully and clearly understand the course objectives, requirements, policies, and schedules. All students are required to send me an email via your sfsu email account by the end of the first two weeks, stating that you have carefully read and clearly understood the course objectives, requirements, policies, and schedules. Any other additional announcements verbally given in class, email, or online concerning lecture schedules and other course-related matters are equally binding as the written directions contained in this syllabus. All students are required to set up a SFSU email account with forwarding files that will redirect emails to the personal preferred email account if you do not check your SFSU email regularly (go to SFSU website, click on “Technology,” and then select “Internet Account Services”). Your SFSU email address must be shown in faculty rosters within two weeks of the semester.  It is the student’s responsibility to be kept abreast of them. Failure to observe them simply because of absences or tardiness does not excuse the student. How to forward your emails from SFSU email account to your non-SFSU email account? Click here: http://www.sfsu.edu/online/forward/forwards.htm 

(6) Use me to facilitate your goal. Should you have any question about any aspect of this course or experience difficulty, please do not wait until the last minute to discuss it with me. You may reach me either during my office hours or by appointment. You may also talk with me right after the class. Please take advantage of all these opportunities. I am always available to you. My goal is to assist you to finish this course with a good foundation in this area. 
The written work, participation, and leadership of discussion will offer you a good opportunity to practice writing and thinking analytically and critically, maximize your potential of conceptual ability and writing and speaking skills, and prepare you for work in a world of increasing complexity and diversity or for life as “productive and responsible democratic citizens” and leaders in your political, cultural, and professional communities.

Outline of the Course
PART I.
THEORETICAL FRAMEWORKS

August 27
Introduction

No Reading

Sept. 1

No Class –Labor Day

Sept. 3-8 
Defining Democracy, Liberalization, Transition and Consolidation
Readings:
Huntington, The Third Wave, pp. 5-13

*Phillippe C. Schmitter and Terry Lynn Karl, “What Democracy Is… and is Not,” Journal of Democracy, vol. 2, no. 3, Summer 1991, pp. 75-88

*Larry Diamond, “Introduction: In Search of Consolidation,” in Larry Diamond et al. Consolidating the Third Wave Democracies (Baltimore and London: The Johns Hopkins University Press, 1997)

Sept. 10-15
Regime Types Prior to Pol Transition: Authoritarianism and Totalitarianism

Readings:
*Carl J. Friedrich and Zbigniew K. Brzezinski, Totalitarian Dictatorship and Autocracy (MA: Harvard University Press, 1956), Chapter 2: pp. 15-27

*Sujian Guo, “The Totalitarian Model Revisited,” Communist and Post-Communist Studies, vol. 31, no. 3, September 1998, pp. 271-286

*Juan Linz and Alfred Stepan, “The Implications of Prior Regime Type for Transition Paths and Consolidation Tasks,” in Juan Linz and Alfred Stepan, Problems of Democratic Transition and Consolidation (Baltimore and London: The Johns Hopkins University Press, 1996)

Sept. 17-22 
Explaining the Third Wave

Readings:
Huntington, The Third Wave, Chapters 1 – 2

*Doh Chull Shin, “On the Third Wave of Democratization: A Synthesis and Evaluation of Recent Theory and Research,” World Politics, vol. 47, Oct. 1994, pp. 135-170 

*Gerardo L. Munck, “Democratic Transitions in Comparative Perspective,” Comparative Politics, vol. 26, no. 3, April 1994

Sept. 24-29 
Modes of Transition
 

Readings:
Huntington, The Third Wave, Chapter 3

*Terry Lynn Karl and Philippe C. Schmitter, “Modes of Transition in Latin America, Southern and Eastern Europe,” International Social Science Journal, vol.43, no.2, 1991

*Gerardo L Munck and Carol Skalnik Leff, “Modes of Transition and Democratization: South America and Eastern Europe in Comparative Perspective,” Comparative Politics, vol. 29, no. 3, April 1997, pp. 343-362

Oct. 1- 6
Transition Theories

Readings:
*Seymour Martin Lipset, “Some Social Requisites of Democracy,” American Political Science Review, 53, March 1959

*Herbert Kitschelt, “Political Regime Change: Structure and Process-Driven Explanations?” American Political Science Review, vol. 86, no. 4, December 1992

*Patrick H. O’Neil, “Revolution From Within: Institutional Analysis, Transitions from Authoritarianism, and the Case of Hungary,” World Politics, vol. 48, July 1996

*Stephan Haggard and Robert R. Kaufman, “The Political Economy of Democratic Transitions,” Comparative Politics, vol. 29, no. 3, April 1997, pp. 263-283

*Omar G. Encarnacion, “The Politics of Dual Transitions,” Comparative Politics, vol. 28, no. 4, 1996

PART II.
POLITICAL TRANSITIONS
Oct. 8-13 
Patterns of Political Transition in East and Southeast Asia 

***Your take home exam is due October 8, prior to 2:15pm**

Readings:
Anek Laothamatas, “Development and Democratization: A Theoretical Introduction with Reference to the Southeast Asian and East Asian Cases,” in Anek Laothamatas, ed., Democratization in Southeast and East Asia (New York: St. Martin, 1997), pp. 1-20

*Edward Friedman, “Democratization: Generalizing the East Asian Experience,” in Edward Friedman, ed., The Politics of Democratization: Generalizing East Asian Experience (Boulder, CO: Westview, 1994), 19-57

*James Cotton, “East Asian Democracy: Progress and Limits,” in Larry Diamond et al., ed., Consolidating the Third Wave Democracies, 1997, pp. 95-122

Oct. 15-20
China and Vietnam: Economic Transition without Democratic Transition

& Oct. 22-27

Readings:
*Sujian Guo, Post-Mao China: From Totalitarianism To Authoritarianism (Praeger, 2000), Chapter 3
*Su Shaozhi, “Problems of Democratic Reform in China,” in Edward Friedman, ed., The Politics of Democratization: Generalizing East Asian Experience (Boulder, CO: Westview, 1994), pp. 221-231

*Stephen Manning, “Social and Cultural Prerequisites of Democratization: Generalizing from China,” in Edward Friedman, ed., The Politics of Democratization: Generalizing East Asian Experience (Boulder, CO: Westview, 1994), pp. 232-248


*Barry Naughton, “Distinctive Features of Economic Reform in China and Vietnam,” in John McMillan and Barry Naughton, eds., Reforming Asian Socialism: The Growth of Market Institutions (Ann Arbor, MI: The University of Michigan Press, 1996)


*David W.P. Elliott, “Dilemmas of Reform in Vietnam,” in William S. Turley and Mark Selden, eds., Reinventing Vietnamese Socialism: Doi Moi in Comparative Perspective (Boulder, CO: Westview, 1993)

Oct. 29-Nov.3

Taiwan and South Korea: Democratic Transition 

& Nov. 5-10

Readings:
*Nicholas Eberstadt, “Taiwan and South Korea: the ‘Democratization’ of Outlier States,” World Affairs, vol. 155, no. 2, 1992

*Jauhsieh Joseph Wu, Taiwan’s Democratization: Forces Behind the New Momentum (Hong Kong, Oxford University Press, 1995), Introduction and Chapter 1

*Tun-jen Cheng and Eun Mee Kim, “Making Democracy: Generalizing the South Korean Case,” in Edward Friedman, ed., The Politics of Democratization: Generalizing East Asian Experience (Boulder, CO: Westview, 1994), pp. 148-160
Nov. 12-17
The Philippines and Indonesia: Democratic Transition

& Nov. 19-24

Readings:
Renato S. Velasco, “Philippine Democracy: Promise and Performance,” in Anek Laothamatas, ed., Democratization in Southeast and East Asia (New York, NY: St. Martin’s Press, 1998), pp. 77-112

Amir Santoso, “Democratization: The Case of Indonesia’s New Order,” in Anek Laothamatas, ed., Democratization in Southeast and East Asia (New York, NY: St. Martin’s Press, 1998), pp. 21-45

*R. William Liddle, “Indonesia’s Unexpected Failure of Leadership,” in Adam Schwarz and Jonathan Paris, The Politics of Post-Suharto Indonesia (NY: Council on Foreign Relations Press, 1999)

*Rica Melanie D. Ligeralde, “Democracy in the Philippines: A Political Culture Approach,” Asian Profile, vol. 25, no. 2, April 1997

Dec. 1-3
Prospects for Democratic Transition and Consolidation

Readings:
 Huntington, The Third Wave, Chapter 6


*Tatu Vanhanen, Prospects for democracy in Asia (New Delhi: Sterling Publishers, 1998), Chapter 4

*David Potter, “Democratization in Asia,” in David Held, Prospects for democracy: North, South, East, West (Stanford, CA: Stanford University Press, 1993)

Final Exam due on December 19 (Friday), Prior to 12:00 PM

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Note: The course and test schedules are subject to change. If in any event a change is necessary, the test will be rescheduled in advance.
What is an academic article? 





It is written by a professor or researcher in an academic discipline


Reports on research or provides a scholarly analysis of a topic 


It is published in a refereed journal-a journal which uses a panel of academic referees to select articles for publication 


Documents its sources in footnotes or a bibliography





How to find academic journals? Go to my website � HYPERLINK "http://bss.sfsu.edu/sguo" ��http://bss.sfsu.edu/sguo�
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