3. The Challenge of the West 

· Pre-1911 Nationalist Revolution

· The Opium War (1840-42): the Qing Dynasty’s policy was to keep Western merchants isolated in a corner of a port city, such as Canton.  The burning of opium was the incident that touches off a big war between the Qing Dynasty and the British empire, which resulted in China’s military defeat. The unequal treaties were signed:

(a) Treaty of Nanking (Nanjing), 1842: Hong Kong leased; 5 ports; a war indemnity (silver in million)

(b)Treaty of Whampoa (Huangpu), 1844: freedom of missionaries

· The Second British-Chinese War (1857-60):

Treaty of Tientsin (Tienjin), 1860: Yangtze Ports; warships stationed; Kowloon; customs administration

· Sino-Japanese War (1894-95):

Treaty of Shimonoseki, 1896: Taiwan; Korea; war indemnity

· Concessions (1895-1902)

Spheres of influence

· France: Yunnan, Gungxi, Guangdong

· Russia: some areas of Northern China
· Germany: Shandong
· Britain: Yangtze delta; New Territories leased until 1997
· Sacking of Peking by the united armies of eight Western powers and the Boxer Uprising (1901):

· Demolition of forts at the southern border

· Foreign occupation of select areas

· Arms import banned

· Prohibition of anti-foreign societies

· Indemnity

· customs and salt taxes 

4. China’s Response to the Western Challenge

· Peasant rebellion (The Taiping Heaven), 1850-64: hatred and total rejection of the West

· Failed reform efforts by the young emperor and other reformers: self-strengthening through economic, political, and military modernization and efforts at assimilation of Western institutions

(1) the Tongzhi Restoration, 1864-90

(2) the 100 Days Reform, 1898

· the Boxer Uprising, 1899-1900

· The 1911 Nationalist Revolution: it was in the atmosphere of ferment and feelings of anger, humiliation, psychological trauma, and disillusionment that the nationalist revolution took form.

(1) The overthrow of the Qing dynastic rule in 1911disintegration and anarchic situation ​– warlordism


(2) The May Fourth Movement in 1919, led by university students and scholars – advocated to abolish the orthodox Confucianism, traditional examination system, reform in Chinese literary writing, study of Western science, technology, political ideologies, including Marxism.

(3) The Nationalist revolution, 1924 -1927, led by Sun Yat-sen, Chiang Kai-shek, the Nationalist Party

(4) The rising of Communist movements and the founding of the CCP in 1921
5. Communist Revolution 1921-1949 – Maoist era 1949-1976 – Dengist era 1978-1997 – Jiang/Hu era

· the founding of the CCP in 1921

· the split between the CCP and the KMT in 1927; in the same year, the KMT achieved national unification and established its Nationalist government without the CCP
· a series of military encroachment campaigns against the communist guerrillas led by Mao Zedong, 1927-31
· Japanese military station in Manchus (northeastern China) in 1931 and a full scale military invasion in 1937
· Chiang Kai-shek was forced to join a united front with the CCP to fight against the Japanese.
· 1937-1945, eight-year anti-Japanese war and the communist growth during the war
· 1946-1949, three-year civil war and the KMT lost the battle and moved to Taiwan.
· 1949-1953, the founding of the communist government, the Korean war, the suppression of anti-revolutionary campaign, and the agrarian land reform
· 1953-1956, the socialist transformation movement and nationalization of major industries
· 1957-1959, the Great Leap Forward
· 1960-1961, the “natural” disasters (floods and droughts) took millions of people’s lives
· 1962-1965, economic readjustment
· 1966-1976, the Cultural Revolution
· 1976-1978, the coup to arrest Mao’s followers
· 1978-1989, rehabilitation, de-Maoism, anti-bourgeoisie campaigns, economic reforms, rationalization
· 1989, the June-4th massacre
· 1989-1991, full backlash
· 1992-1997, Deng’s economic marketization and liberalization
· 1997-2000, Jiang’s full follow-up of Deng’s programs  
A Central Question:

What factors contributed to the rise of communism in modern China and how?
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