1. Historical Setting – History at a Glance

· Chinese civilization was originated in valley of Yellow River 黄河(Huang He) --the cradle of Chinese civilization. Modern archaeological studies provide evidence of ancient origins in a culture that flourished between 2500 and 2000 B.C. in what is now central China and the lower Yellow River Valley of north China. 

· Beginning with small city-states, each ruled by warrior king, one of which became identified as China’first dynasty夏( Xia) from 21st to 16th century B.C. The earliest prehistoric dynasties are Xia夏, Shang 商, and Zhou周– and their civilization was based on agriculture, hunting and animal husbandry.

· 221 B.C. is landmark in Chinese history – unification of all city-states – 秦朝 under Emperor Qin, 秦始皇帝 who established a centralized bureaucratic state, enduring to modern times.  In his reign there rose major parts of the defensive barriers in the north known as the Great Wall 长城 against northwest rising military tribals. 

· A record of at least 24 dynasties, each of which followed a pattern of development known as the “dynastic circle.” The last dynasty is Qing 清朝which was overthrown by the 1911 nationalist revolution led by Sun Yat-sen, which established the nationalist government called 中国民国
2. Traditional Political System 

· The traditional political system was governed by a despotic monarch 皇帝 based on a highly centralized, hierarchical bureaucratic state which continued for over two thousands years, regardless of dynastic changes, with a set of remarkable characteristics found in the modern West. 

· Confucianism 儒学 was the governing philosophy of the state for centuries regardless of dynastic changes. Mastery of the Confucian classics and ideology was the most important for recruitment and promotion through the official hierarchy within the ranks of the imperial bureaucracy. 

· This system was based on “rule of man,” 人治 “rule by law,” 法制 or “rule by morality,” 道德治国, rather than “rule of law” 法治 in the West, though law or dynastic code exist. The society was controlled by scholar-gentry-officialdom at all levels, which formed a special group of trained people who were entrusted with power and prestige to rule on behalf of the Emperor. 

· No significant hereditary nobility existed in China and could challenge the authority of the central ruler. China also lacked another feature of the early modern West, an independent urban middle class or bourgeoisie, who rose to challenge the government authority and place a check on the government. 

Key features of the Chinese highly centralized bureaucratic state

A highly centralized, hierarchical bureaucratic state continued for over two thousands years, characterized by 

· highly defined offices, 

· merit-based appointments, 

· clearly articulated reward structures, 

· specialization in function, 

· a formal systems of communications, 

· detailed rules defining lines of authority and reporting obligations, 

· formalized structures for monitoring compliance and deviance, 

· specific codes of dress and conduct reflecting the status of various bureaucratic positions, and so forth. 

In theory, the system relied on a strong, ideologically motivated bureaucracy to lay a firm foundation for maintaining a civilized, harmonious society. 

In reality, officials, or the Mandarins, might not live up to their obligations and the remedy would be their removal from office by the emperor based on a formal system of impeachment before the emperor, called 参 “can”. 

The centuries-old tradition of Chinese bureaucratic system was one of China’s most extraordinary accomplishments in its scope, capabilities, and “modernity” which are comparable in many respects with modern bureaucracy in the West.

