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EAST ASIAN POLITICS

Political Science 411– Midterm Exam

Department of Political Science

San Francisco State University

Spring 2004

Use this page as the cover page for your exam: You must submit a hard copy with this cover page. No exception.
Course objective and grading criteria: demonstrate your good mastery and understanding of the course materials, reflecting on both readings and lectures, conceptual ability to develop logical arguments about political or policy issues, critical thinking, systematic evaluation, and writing skill. 

Due date: This is a take-home exam and must be clearly typed out by using computers. Your exam should be approximately 6 single-spaced pages or 12 double-spaced pages, using regular 12 pt font or less than 12 pt font. Do not try to resize the margins!  The exam must be stapled – DO NOT USE PAPER CLIPS. The exam must be turned in to the instructor prior to 4:00PM, April 6 (Tuesday), 2004. Your exam can be turned in directly to the instructor or placed in his mailbox in the Department of Political Science on the second floor of HSS Bldg prior to or on the due date. In the interest of fairness to all students in class, everyone has equal time and information to complete the assignment and no late exam will be accepted. Absolutely no exception. Enjoy your work!

Choose FOUR essay questions to answer (each 25 points)

1. Discuss the relationship between the land and its people and its political implications in China and Japan.

2. Discuss what factors and how these factors have contributed to the rise of communist totalitarianism in modern China.

3. Discuss what factors and how these factors contributed to the military domination at home and overseas expansion abroad in pre-WWII Japan.

4. Compare China and Japan in terms of the nature of their political regimes and relationships between various political institutions.

5. Discuss the major characteristics of the pre- and post-WWII Japanese economic development and explain what factors have contributed to Japan’s economic miracle.

6. Has post-Mao China moved toward “market capitalism” or “market socialism?” You are asked to (1) clearly define the two concepts with a clear distinction between them; (2) develop your logical argument about this issue based on your defined concepts and empirical observation; and (3) use substantial empirical evidence to support your argument based upon the reading materials as given in the class.
