Japan: Transition from One-Party Domination

· The transition from one party domination began in 1993 with the splits in the LDP and the subsequent establishment of a number of new political parties (some of them were actually defectors from the LDP). 

· Although the LDP remained the largest party in the parliament in both the upper and lower houses, it failed to form its own cabinet and prevent other parties from forming a non-LDP coalition government. 

Why the LDP One-Party Domination?

· First is the fragmentation of opposition parties without a political strategy to gain power 

· Second is the fact that the Japanese voters sought to hold on to the prosperity of the postwar economic boom from which the LDP gained credibility. 

Why the Collapse of the LDP One-Party Domination?

· A large-scale political scandal – the LDP suffered from unprecedented public distrust.

· In response to public distrust and pressure, individual LDP politicians began to criticize the LDP policies, push for political reforms, and establish new factions, which later led to the creation of new parties.

· The end of the Cold War changed the international context in which economic conflict and foreign policy tensions between the United States and Japan were growing. 
What New Features of the Emerging Party System?
Comparing the Key Elements of the Japanese First and Second Party Systems

	The First Party System 1955-1993
	The Second Party System 1993-

	· LDP one-party domination between 1955 and 1993

· Fragmented six opposition parties failed to provide challenges to LDP rule and kept LDP in power

· Multimember single-seat electoral system

· Political parties dominated by internal party factions and intense intraparty conflicts
	· Non-LDP coalition government predominant since 1993 – Prime Ministers from New Japan Party (Hosokawa), Shinsei-to (Hata), and SDPJ (Murayama) in 1993-1996. Only in Obuchi’s cabinet from 1998 to 1999 did one party (LDP) have no coalition in the cabinet. In 1999, a coalition government was formed by LDP, Liberal Party and the New Komeito.

· Negotiation and compromise characterizes Japanese politics on national level between LDP and other parties

· New electoral system of single-seat districts and proportional representation seats

· Party factions have been greatly reduced in the LDP and other parties as compared to the first party system
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