The Philosophical doctrines of Marx and Engels 
Marx’s concept of history is based on Hegel’s version of the dialectic with its thesis, antithesis, and synthesis as the formula with which one should be able to understand and explain human history and social development. But, unlike Hegel, Marx is a materialistic determinist, and he sees the explanation of historical events and political division as lying in the economic organization of society, particularly in the conditions and characters of ownership of means of production, while the role of the individual is restricted to being the result of these. The starting point and end of human history in the dialectic process can be seen as follows: 

1. Thesis – the original state of nature before man formed societies, based on the family and the labor.

2. Antithesis – the formation of societies characterized by the state and antagonisms between classes in society, based on the private property, and class antagonisms make up the content of all hitherto written history of mankind, whichever forms adopted, slavery, feudalism, or capitalism.

3. Synthesis – the future form of society, from slavery to feudalism to capitalism, and ultimately to stateless and classless society, based on the free association of free individuals. 

The objective of Marx’s class analysis is to stir the political awareness of the working class and bring about a social revolution to end the capitalist rule and take over the state power in order to achieve the goals of social transformation and abolition of private property. 

However, in the preface to the 1872 edition of The Communist Manifesto, Marx and Engels saw the changing conditions created by the industrial revolution and wrote that “this manifesto, had it been written today, would in many respects have another form… the history of Commune has shown that the working class cannot simply take over the existing state machinery and put it into effect for its own purposes.” This means that the old state machinery has to be abolished and rebuilt to fit the new tasks after revolution.
The Communist State created after the revolution

Let’s now see what kind of state the communist revolution created firstly in the Soviet Union and then in China. Chinese communists largely duplicated the Stalinist model of the state and government after the successful revolution, which was called “Leninist party-state” and categorized as “totalitarianism” that is distinguishable from “authoritarianism” in a number of ways.

The Original Concept of 
“Totalitarianism”

Giovanni Gentile, Italy’s most prominent philosopher and leading theorist of fascism used the term “totalitario” to refer to the structure and goals of the new state. The new state was to refer to “total representation of the nation and total guidance of national goals.” Thus was born of the original concept of “totalitarianism.”

– Stanley G. Payne

Fascism: Comparison and Definition (UW Press, 1980), p. 73
China: Communist totalitarianism
1. Philosophical absolutism and utopian goal are the first distinctive features of Communist totalitarianism. It claims to be the possessor of absolute and universal truth, in command of historical destiny of human society, and therefore to be in the position of completing its course. Unlike totalitarian regimes, authoritarian regimes are rarely inspired by a utopian goal or barely have a pervasive and exclusive ideology, without having to base their legitimacy upon a strong ideological commitment. 

2. An official, pervasive, and exclusive ideology, which is the second core feature of communist totalitarianism, serves as the legitimate source of the regime and the basis for a new political and social system and a new socialist man. Unlike totalitarian regimes, authoritarian regimes seek only to control human behavior mainly through denying individuals civil and political rights such as participation in political life or the exercise of free speech, whereas totalitarian regimes aim not only to remold behavior but also to do so through the transformation of human nature, the exercise of extensive thought control, and the interference into personal beliefs. 
3. A highly hierarchical and centralized single elitist party is completely intertwined with the state, with an array of party organizational structures that supplement state institutions from top right down to the bottom, forming a set of party-state apparatus and replacing to a large extent the governmental functions. While a single official party may also exist in some authoritarian regimes, the party in authoritarian regimes generally does not have the political and ideological vanguard status reserved only for totalitarian parties and the authoritarian single party may have to compete with the state, military and private organizations rather than penetrating and dominating them.

4. The fourth features are action means and methods by which totalitarianism uses to achieve and maintain the former three fundamental and core features. These actions means and methods include repeated, massive use of state terror, mass mobilization, mass violence, control over the state, the information and media, education, culture, economy, means of production, military forces and weapons. Unlike totalitarian regimes, authoritarian regimes not only depend to a considerable extent on a variety of social forces such as monarchy, church, the army, or business, but also leave whole areas of life untouched by official influence and control, and leave in place existing allocations of wealth, status, social values, and other resources, in particular, with a relatively strong private property as their socioeconomic basis.

