I. Land and its People

China

Q: What is the basic problem that has plagued China throughout its history since ancient times?

1. Limited land

	
	China
	United States

	Surface area
	3.7 million sq. miles
	3.6 million sq. miles

	Population
	1.3 billion
	270 million


* China has only 11% arable land! Most of land is hilly and mountainous. Agriculture was pushed up onto sleeper slopes on the mountains and water shortage was a major problem.

2. Climate conditions

Rainfall comes to most of southeast and central parts of China in spring and summer, usually in stormy downpours. If the downpours from the rainy season are not channeled into reservoirs, what will happen?

* Floods in rainy season

* Droughts in dry season

3. China’s two major rivers: the Yangtze (3,900 miles) and the Yellow (3,600 miles) where 90% of the population live and work.

4. One study shows: 

  206 BC –1911AD

*1,621 floods

*1392 droughts

Central Question: What is the political implications of the relationship between land and people? In other words, how the physical and climate conditions influenced the making of the state and its political structures?

John Fairbank: A despotic state – “the control of the land, the manpower, and the water supply” for a “hydraulic society” 

What is a “hydraulic society?”

It refers to an oriental society depended upon massive irrigation which demanded the central control of manpower and resources to construct “hydraulic” system to bring the floods and draughts under control. 

Karl A. Wittfogel: a “hydraulic society” breeds a “total state” or “oriental despotism” that would have the capacity to mobilize its all manpower and resources to construct “hydraulic systems” (massive public work) to bring the floods and draughts under control and enable the land to be cultivated for food production to feed its growing population.  
The result? 

A despotic state overrides individual self-interest!

Japan

Japan: Limited Land and High Density of Population

(Japan (日本 Nihon or Nippon) is an island country in East Asia. Located in the Pacific Ocean, it lies to the east of China, Korea and Russia, stretching from the north to the south. The characters that make up Japan’s name literally mean “origin of sun”, which is why Japan is sometimes referred to as the “Land of the Rising Sun.” 

(The first signs of civilization appeared around 10,000 BC with the Jomon culture, characterized by a hunter-gatherer lifestyle of pit dwelling and a rudimentary form of agriculture. The Japanese first appear in written history in China’s Book of Han. It is recorded that in 57 AD, the southern Wa kingdom of Na sent an emissary named Taifu to pay tribute to Emperor Guangwu and received a golden seal. 

(Japan’s population is estimated at around 128 million (10th) in 2005. Japanese society is linguistically and culturally homogeneous with only small populations of foreign workers. Japan also has indigenous minority groups. Around 84% of Japanese people believe both Shinto and Buddhism.  Buddhism, Taoism and Confucianism from China have significantly influenced Japanese beliefs and mythology.

(Japan comprises over 3,000 islands, the largest of which are Honshū, Hokkaidō, Kyūshū and Shikoku. Most of the islands are mountainous, and many are volcanic, including Japan’s highest peak, Mount Fuji. 70% to 80% of the country is forested, mountainous, and unsuitable for agricultural, industrial, or residential use, due to the generally steep elevations, climate, and risk of landslides caused by earthquakes, soft ground, and heavy rain. This has resulted in an extremely high population density in the habitable zones that are mainly located in coastal areas. Japan is the thirtieth most densely populated country in the world.

(The main rainy season begins in early May in Okinawa, and then it gradually works its way north until it reaches Hokkaidō in late July. In most of Honshū, the rainy season begins before the middle of June and lasts about six weeks. In late summer and early autumn, typhoons often bring heavy rain to Japan.

1. Limited land

	
	Japan
	China
	United States

	Surface area
	143,000 sq. miles
	3.7 million sq. miles
	9.4 million sq. km

	Population
	124 million
	1.3 billion
	270 million


* Similar to China, Japan has limited land - only 20% arable land! Most of land is hilly and mountainous. 

* Different from China, Japan has a higher degree of population density over the land in comparison with China.

2. Limited resources

Japan has a similar problem of large population with limited land. But, limited resources intensify this basic problem and have to rely on imported strategic resources – energy: 99.6% oil and 86.7 % coal.

3. Central Question: What is the political implications of the relationship between land and people for the political and economic development in Japan?

The pressure of population on the limited land and resources has plagued Japan since the beginning of its industrialization ( the Meiji Restoration in 1868). 

The pre-WWII solution: 

Outward seeking: overseas expansion into Korea, China and Southeast Asia – by military conquest under a military regime.

The post-WWII solution: 

Outward seeking: export-led industrialization under a corporatist state – create a “Japanese miracle” and an East Asian model.

