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· This course is part of the GE Segment III cluster: Asian Society, Politics, and Culture (Category A). Therefore, students can take this class to meet the GE Segment III requirements should they choose to do so.
· However, students will not receive Segment III credit for the course unless they complete the cluster as described in the Class Schedule and Bulletin.
Required Books: 

James C.F. Wang, Contemporary Chinese Politics (Prentice Hall, 2002)

Sujian Guo, Post-Mao China: From Totalitarianism to Authoritarianism? (Praeger, 2000)

In addition, some supplementary reading materials (book chapters and journal articles) with an asterisk (*) are on the library electronic reserves. The assigned password is “beijing2003”. You need to make your own copies of all these reading materials. Reading all the assigned texts and materials is mandatory and will be tested in both writing assignments and exams.
Course Objectives: 

This course is designed to provide a basic understanding of government and politics in China. This course will examine China’s politics and government from the earliest days to the present and provide students with a comprehensive look at China’s fascinating history, people, culture, politics, ideology, economy, law, society, military, and foreign policy. The basic themes, methodologies, and theoretical controversies of the study of Chinese politics will also be introduced for class discussion. The course is designed to prepare students for their future career development in foreign policy areas and international organizations concerning China. This course will help students develop their conceptual ability to analyze and explain the following general questions:

· What has contributed to the rise of communism in China?

· What are the nature and characteristics of Chinese politics and government?

· How has politics affected different spheres of Chinese society?

· Why has China to open itself to the outside world and embark on reforms?

· What changes have taken place in the last two decades? What has changed and what has not? What is the nature of changes? In degree or in kind?

· What impact do these changes have on Chinese society?

· What are the dynamic and prospect of political and economic changes?

· What are China’s position and changing role in Asia and world affairs? 

· Whether China is a “strategic partner” or “potential threat” of the United States?

(    What foreign policy and strategy should the United States take toward a rising China in the    

      21st century?

(    The End or Continuity of Chinese Communism?

Course Requirements and Evaluations: 

(1) Attendance (10%). All students are required to attend every scheduled class. Roll will be taken in each class. Each absence will result in 2 points reduction from your final grade. Your attendance will count 10% of your final grade. 5 unexcused absence will constitute a zero score for this 10%. After each absence, you are responsible for making up missed work, requesting handouts, and borrowing notes from other students.

(2) Participation (10%). Your careful preparation of the assigned readings and active participation in class discussions are required for each class. “Preparation” entails that you are required for a close reading of all the assigned materials and the preparation of short essays on the sets of readings for the topics under study. “Participation” means that each of you should participate actively in class discussions or group activities based on your careful preparation. Active and effective participation in class discussions is a vital component of this course, which counts 10% of your final grade.

(3) Homework (10%). A set of writing assignments, which constitutes 15% of your final grade, will be given to ensure that all students do the reading carefully, to assess the extent to which the concepts are understood, and to provide a basic training in critical thinking and writing skills. Your essays should be approximately 1-2 single-spaced page, simply stapled (not to use paper clips nor plastic cover. Unstapled essays will have point deduction). Your writing assignments will be evaluated and graded on the following basis: (a) knowledge and understanding of the material; (b) the ability to address the question; (c) analytical and critical skills; and (d) quality of writing, including grammar and spelling.

(4) Exams (40%). Mid-term and final exams will be given, and each constitutes 20% of your final grade. You must demonstrate mastery of the course materials. The exams will be take-home essay questions, with emphasis on conceptual ability and writing skills. Exams must be simply stapled (not to use paper clips nor plastic cover). Unstapled exams will have point deduction. In the interest of fairness to all students, no late exams will be accepted. 

(5) Term paper (30%). You are also required to write an analytical paper on the course theme, which accounts for 25% of your final grade. Your paper should be typed in double space, and 10-15 pages in length. The topic of the paper will be discussed in class. Since your paper is a college-level term paper, it must be analytical and properly footnoted. At a minimum you should use 8 sources of academic journal articles and books. You are required to submit a topic proposal via email to me at sguo@sfsu.edu, which includes such key research elements as “what is your paper topic,” “what is the thesis of your paper,” “what is your research question,” “why this question,” “how to solve this question,” and “what are the major sources of your research,” before or on November 4, 2003. Your paper should be submitted in both hard copy and electronic format before or on December 2 (Tuesday), 2003. Late paper will not be accepted. More details of this writing assignment about the college-level term paper, standards of quality, and step-by-step guidelines are attached with the course syllabus. You should visit my website for specific criteria for evaluating papers and more information on how to do research and find academic sources: http://bss.sfsu.edu/sguo  Click on “Courses” or “Handouts”.

(6) Course policies. In the interest of fairness to other students, we will strictly adhere to the deadlines indicated on the syllabus. All written assignments must be turned in on the date due; late assignments will not be accepted unless it is truly an emergency, which must be officially documented by doctors or university authorities. Having a heavy workload, impending deadlines for other classes, extra-curricular activities, traffic jams, jobs, or family matters cannot be considered emergencies deserving of extensions of writing assignments. 

Incomplete grade. According to the university policy, an “incomplete” grade (I) can only be given when the student has completed 75% of the course and the student has a passing grade. An incomplete is a grade that should only be given in circumstances where students cannot attend in a situation that is beyond their control – “only given for documented emergencies.” But the student can instead withdraw (W) from class. The student who does not withdraw properly gets a U grade (administrative grade) that turns into an F after a year if the student does not make up for it.

Syllabus and email account. You must read the syllabus for this course very carefully and clearly understand the course objectives, requirements, policies, and schedules. Any other additional announcements verbally given in class, email, or online concerning lecture schedules and other course-related matters are equally binding as the written directions contained in this syllabus. All students are required to set up a SFSU email account with forwarding files that will redirect emails to the personal preferred email account if you do not check your SFSU email regularly (go to SFSU website, click on “Technology,” and then select “Internet Account Services”). Your SFSU email address must be shown in faculty rosters within two weeks of the semester.  It is the student’s responsibility to be kept abreast of them. Failure to observe them simply because of absences or tardiness does not excuse the student. 

One more special note: you must read the syllabus for this course very carefully. Any other additional announcements verbally given in class concerning lecture schedules, exams and other course-related matters are equally binding as the written directions contained in this syllabus. It is the student’s responsibility to be kept abreast of them. Failure to observe them simply because of absences or tardiness does not excuse the student. 

Summary of final grade components:

Attendance



10%

Participation



10%

Writing assignments


10%

Mid-term and final exams

40%

Term paper



30%

In short, the reading, class participation, exams, and written work will offer you a good opportunity to demonstrate mastery of the course materials, practice writing and thinking analytically and critically, and maximize your potential of conceptual ability and writing/speaking skills.

Your attendance and class notes will be essential for your success in this course, since all exams and writing assignments will draw heavily from the class lectures, which will go well beyond the textbooks and reading materials. Should you have any question about any aspect of this course or experience difficulty, please do not wait until the last minute to discuss it with me. You may reach me either during my office hours or by appointment. You may also talk with me right after the class. Please take advantage of all these opportunities. My goal is to assist you to finish this course with a good foundation in comparative politics and gain some insight into the nuances of politics and government in China.
Course Schedule and Reading Assignment 

Introduction to the Course and its Requirements (8/28)

No Readings

I. Introducing Chinese Politics

The Study of Chinese Politics in Comparative Communist Systems (9/2)

Theories of the Study of Chinese Politics (9/4)
Is the totalitarian model an outdated paradigm for Post-Mao China? (9/9)

Readings:


(9/2) *Kornai, Chapter 1, 3, 4

(9/4) *Stephen White, Chapter 1

(9/9) Guo, Chapter 1

II. Historical and Cultural Perspective

Watch Videotape (9/11)

Land, People, History, and Political Tradition (9/16)

Traditional Chinese Culture and Its Political Implications (9/18-9/23)

Readings: 

(9/16-9/23) Wang, Chapter 1; *Harvard Business School, pp. 1-4

III. Chinese Communist Revolution

Watch Videotape (9/25)

The Communist Road to Power 1921-1949 (9/30)

The Radical Social Transformation 1949-1976 (10/2)

What Contributed to the Rise of Communism in China? (10/7)

Readings:

(9/30-10/7) Wang, Chapter 2; *Harvard Business School, pp. 4-9

IV. Political Ideology

Marxism-Leninism: Sources of the Chinese Political Ideology (10/9-10/14)

Maoism and “De-Maoization” (10/16)

Does the Communist Ideology Matter in Post-Mao China? (10/21)

Readings:

(10/9-10/16) Wang, Chapter 3

(10/21) Guo, Chapter 2

V. Political Institutions

The Party-State Power Structure (10/23)
Institutional Changes in Post-Mao China (10/28)

What is the Nature of Change: Regime Change or Developmental Change? (10/30)

Readings:

(10/23-10/28) Wang, Chapter 4

(10/30) Guo, pp. 15-19; Chapter 3

Mid-term Examination is due in class on November 4

VI. The Chinese Legal System

The Chinese Legal System (11/6)

Post-Mao Reforms: Moving toward the Rule of Law? (11/11)

Readings:

(11/6) Wang, Chapter 6

(11/11) Guo, Chapter 4

VII. The Chinese Society

Social Structure and Social Control (11/13)

Social Changes in Post-Mao China (11/18)

Post-Mao China: Takeover by Civil Society? (11/20)

Readings:
(11/13) *Moody, “State and Society,” pp. 207-218

(11/18) *Pei, “Societal Takeover,” pp.108-118

(11/20) Guo, Chapter 5

VIII. The Chinese Economy

 Post-Mao Economic Reforms (11/25) 

Post-Mao China: Transition toward Capitalism? (12/2)

Readings:

(11/25) Wang, Chapter 11; Guo, pp. 161-164; *Harvard Business School, pp. 9-34

(12/2) Guo, Chapter 6

IX. Chinese Foreign Policy

The Chinese Foreign Policy Decisionmaking (12/4)

Is China a “strategic partner” or “potential threat” of the United States? (12/9)

Readings: 

(12/4-12/9) *Dreyer, Chapter 14
X. Conclusion

The End or Continuity of Chinese Communism? (12/11)

Readings: 

(12/11) Guo, Chapter 8; *Dreyer, Chapter 15

Final Exam: December 19 (Thursday), 1:30 PM

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Note: The course and test schedules are subject to change. If in any event a change is necessary, the test will be rescheduled in advance.
General Questions for Homework Assignments

Introduction 

HW due on 9/2

Reflecting on the assigned readings, discuss the major characteristics of power structure and political ideology in communist states. 

HW due on 9/4
Discuss the three major models in the study of Chinese politics and communist systems: the totalitarian model, the modernization/developmental model, and the bureaucratic politics model. What are the major critics of each model? Which model do you think is optimal? Why? 

HW due on 9/9

Summarize the two contrasting views on the utility of the totalitarian model. Which view does the author support and why?  Is the totalitarian model an outdated paradigm for post-Mao China?

HW due on 9/16

What are the implications of the relationship between the land and its people for political development in China? In other words, what would be the influence of the physical and climate conditions on the traditional political structure in China?

HW due on 9/18

What is Confucianism? What could be the implications of a Confucian cultural context for the political development in China?

HW due on 10/7
The Chinese political development is characterized by the pattern from imperial rule through anarchy to communist totalitarianism. Explain what factors have contributed to the rise of communist totalitarianism in China. (Hint: Your essay must embrace brief but effective discussions on the political implications of land and its people, the emperor personality cult, Confucian culture, the Western threat and foreign invasion, radical ideas of Mao and his communist revolutionaries, and popular support during the communist movement.) 

HW due on 10/9

What is the hard core of Marxism? What are the major contributions made by Lenin to Marxism? 

HW due on 10/16

What is Mao’s contribution to the development of the Chinese communist ideology? 

HW due on 10/21

Has the post-Mao leadership rejected Marxism-Leninism and Maoism? Does the communist ideology still matter in post-Mao China? What are the main arguments, hard evidence in support of the arguments, and conclusions made by the author? Do you agree or not? Why?

HW  due on 10/23

Describe the basic structure of China’s political institutions and discuss the relationship between the Chinese Communist Party and the Chinese government.

HW due on 10/28

What are the major political changes in post-Mao China? How does the author evaluate the nature of post-Mao changes? What are the major arguments, evidence in support of the arguments, and conclusions made by the author? Do you agree or not? Why?

HW due on 11/6

What are the major changes in the legal field since post-Mao reforms? What is the rule of law? Has post-Mao China moved toward the rule of law? Summarize the major arguments, evidence in support of the arguments, and conclusions made by the author. Do you agree or not? Why? 

HW due on 11/20

What are the major social changes in post-Mao China? Do they suggest any significant rise of civil society in post-Mao China? Summarize the major arguments, evidence in support of the arguments, and conclusions made by the three authors assigned to this section. Do you agree or not? Why? 

HW due on 12/2
Summarize Guo’s main thesis, major arguments made to address the thesis, empirical evidence or economic data in support of the thesis, and major conclusions. What is your theoretical position? Explain why.

HW  due on 12/4
Describe what factors would influence the formation of the Chinese foreign policy.

HW due on 12/11

Reflecting on the assigned readings, you are asked to write a short essay (1) to assess the extent to which the Chinese communist movement has achieved its goals and (2) to determine if we can conclude that post-Mao changes have brought communist totalitarianism to an end in China.

Term Paper Assignments and General Guidelines

I. PAPER ASSIGNMENTS 

1. In addition to a set of homework assignments, you are required to turn in a college-level analytical paper as a requirement of this course. Your paper should be typed in double space, 10-15 pages in length, and stapled (unstapled paper will have points deduction). It will be always helpful to search the Internet for the reference. But your main sources of citation must be academic journals and books. At a minimum you should use 8 sources of academic journal articles and books. 


2. You must use correct citation for your paper. Plagiarism is when you use someone else’s words or ideas without attributing the proper source. Feel free to rely on someone else’s words, concepts, arguments, ideas, explanations, or descriptions, but make sure that anything you cite from the literature or anything that is not yours must be properly footnoted. Students will receive F’s for plagiarized work. It will be always helpful to search the Internet for the reference. But your main sources of citation must be academic journals and books.   ArticleFirst or Academic Elite Search in library databases on the website is the best place to start with. You can always ask the reference desk for assistance or come to see me for help. 

3. You should be free to choose a topic on your own. But, do not turn in a paper that was prepared for a different class. As a general rule, a topic for the paper must be closely related to aspects of the subject matter under topics covered in this course. You must try to write a sensibly organized paper with a clear central theme. Therefore, a self-selected topic for the paper must be submitted in writing and approved by the instructor as early as possible. Your paper with a self-selected topic will not be accepted (you will receive a zero score) without my pre-approval. 

4. You are required to submit a topic proposal, which includes such key research elements as “what is your paper topic,” “what is the thesis of your paper,” “what is your research question,” “why this question,” “how to solve this question,” and “what are the major sources of your research,” before or on November 4, 2003. Your paper is due December 2 (Tuesday), 2003. Your paper should be submitted in both hard copy and electronic format. Late paper will not be accepted.
5. Your paper must conform to college-level standards of quality. Poor grammar or spelling and improper citation style will be counted against your grade. Your paper will be graded on the following criteria: (1) your command of the material; (2) your analytical and critical skills; (3) your writing skills (clarity, organization, grammar, and spelling); (4) your use of the readings; and (5) those critical aspects of writing a good paper addressed in the general guidelines. By consulting the following general guidelines, you should get a good idea of how your paper will be evaluated. You should visit my website for specific criteria for evaluating papers and more information on how to do research and find academic sources: http://bss.sfsu.edu/sguo  Click on “Courses” or “Handouts”.
II. GENERAL GUIDELINES

1.  There are two general types of college-level paper: research paper and analytical paper. Your term paper belongs to the latter. An analytical paper requires you to explain something, not simply to describe it. If you describe changes of institutions, patterns of behavior, or policies, you are not simply describing them for nothing, but for explaining something. A paper which merely reports what others have said or describes something will give you neither psychic satisfaction nor a good grade. Your task is not merely to assemble facts, but to interpret or explain the facts. An analytical paper is the most basic one; but it is not easy to do a good work. I will try to make it as simple and clear as possible in the following.

2.  To do a good work on an analytical paper, just as for any type of paper, the first thing you need is to choose or set up a topic, such as “Human Rights Violations in China” or “Democratic Transition: A comparative Study of Taiwan and Vietnam,” which usually defines the parameters within which your (research) question or a thesis is proposed, the relevant literature is selected and integrated either to support or refute the thesis, your evaluation is conducted based upon the criteria you set up, and some conclusions you will draw based upon your evaluation. 

3.  Your work needs a thesis/theme for a paper that opens and closes the work. The question you want to work on implies a thesis or theme. At the end of your paper, you need to complete the “circle” by linking the opening of your paper with the closing of the paper. With a thesis or theme, you can work on integration and linkages of materials – paragraph to paragraph, literature to literature. With a thesis or theme, you know what you want to do or what problem or puzzle you want to solve – you may defend or refute the thesis, or by doing so, you may come up with a synthesis – breaking the ground. For example, you might want to develop a thesis, such as The Chinese Constitution declares the guarantees of freedom of speech, religion, press, assembly, association, and so forth for it citizens, but the reality is that the Constitution is only a window dressing and the Chinese communist regime only pays lip service to the civil/political rights of its citizens. Then, you want to show your readers whether you are going to support or refute this thesis, and how you are going to do so, such as historical review, critical review, content analysis, or what. This is your introduction  (I. Introduction).

4.  The next step is the definitional work on some key terms and to establish evaluation criteria by which you examine the state, development, change, or reality of the subject matter. That is to say, you have to define the key term “human rights,” “democratic transition” or any key concepts to be used in your paper. You can do this either in your introduction section or do this as an individual part of the main body (II. Defining Key Concepts).  If you choose to do this in your introduction section, you will not have this particular section, which means that you will simply borrow or accept the definition of concepts established by other major work in the literature. If you need an additional section for this work, you first search the relevant literature to synthesize the material into different definitions or contrasting views on “human rights” or “democratic transition” by referring to some major work in the literature, because “human rights” or “democratic transition” could mean different things to different peoples. For example, the Chinese government or your contender might argue that their actions on human rights are the protection and development of human rights rather than violations of human rights as you will demonstrate, because you and your contenders have different criteria for the evaluation of human rights theories and practices. Only by defining the key terms and establishing evaluation criteria, your following examination can be valid or your overview of the human rights situation in China can provide a valid justification for your thesis developed in your introduction. 

5.  What follows is to engage in the substantial literature review. This is a major part of the paper body (III. Literature Review). If you want to describe human rights violations in China (provide sufficient evidence to support your thesis) that has been widely reported, you need to organize the materials in a systematic way and in a meaningful way. Otherwise, it does not make sense by doing so. 

(1)  a systematic way – if it is a historical review, it is always useful to divide it into several major stages of development; your review of the evolution of human rights practices in China should suggest that there is no fundamental change in governmental religion policy and more severe religious suppression can only suggest the human rights situation in China is deteriorating rather than improving.

(2)  a meaningful way – you need to organize all the materials in such a way that they are logically linked together to support your thesis, that is to say, you have to work on the linkages and integration from paragraph to paragraph, and from literature to literature. 

6.  Evaluation of the results (IV. Analysis). This is actually a concluding part of your paper. Or, this can be a substantial part of the main body of your paper, if you want to have an additional concluding section. You can do it either way; it is up to you. Only listing or lumping facts together about, for example, the religion suppression, is not sufficient; instead you need to show that you are able to draw conclusions from the materials under your investigation (or you have studied). At this stage, you can apply the criteria you have established in section I or II and draw conclusions from the material. Your conclusions are actually your interpretation of the results of your evaluation of your subject, and expected to support or restate the thesis you have proposed at the beginning – by so doing you complete the “circle.”  This section should also include any insightful reflections and thought on the discussion of the subject matter. If you choose to have an additional concluding chapter, which is the most common way people choose, you simply recapture, in brief fashion, the thesis or theme proposed at the beginning, the empirical evidence that supports or refutes the thesis, and the conclusion you have made based upon your analysis.

7.  Finally, the format of your paper is also essential. The format must always include a title page, abstract if necessary, table of contents, text or body of the paper, and footnotes or references. Do not forget to do the page number! 


Note: If you choose to do a research paper by utilizing statistical methods or experimental methods, you must first discuss with me the key research elements in the research process, such as problem, hypothesis, research design, measurement, data collection, data analysis, and generalization.

I hope these general guidelines will be helpful either for your efforts to write your paper or for your long-term benefit at university. Work hard and commit yourself to excellence, and you will always be highly rewarded. Thank you for choosing my class as the media of your leaning process. Good luck and enjoy your work.
What is an academic article? 





It is written by a professor or researcher in an academic discipline


Reports on research or provides a scholarly analysis of a topic 


It is published in a refereed journal-a journal which uses a panel of academic referees to select articles for publication 


Documents its sources in footnotes or a bibliography





How to find academic journals? For detailed instructions, go to my website � HYPERLINK "http://bss.sfsu.edu/sguo" ��http://bss.sfsu.edu/sguo�
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