COMPARATIVE POLITICS

Political Science 250-01

Department of Political Science

San Francisco State University

Spring 2003
Instructor:  Dr. Sujian Guo

Office:  HSS 132

Phone:  (415) 338-7523

E-mail: sguo@sfsu.edu

Website: online.sfsu.edu/sguo






Office Hours: MW 2:00PM – 3:30PM or by appointment

Class Hours:  MW 12:35PM – 1:50PM

Classroom:  HSS 101








Required Books: 

Thomas M. Magstadt and Peter M. Schotten Understanding Politics: Ideas, Institutions, and Issues (St. Martin/WORTH, 2002)

In addition, some supplementary reading materials (book chapters and journal articles) are placed on the library electronic reserves with an assigned password for login. You need to make your own copies of all these reading materials. Reading assignments for each class meeting with an asterisk (*) are on the library electronic reserve. Reading all the assigned texts and materials is mandatory and will be tested in both writing assignments and exams.
Course Objectives: 

This course is designed to give you a general overview of the fundamental issues of comparative politics, examine the realities of the political world, compare various political systems and institutions among nations, and study the politics of three major categories of the modern political world, such as developed, developing, and communist/post-communist states, with emphasis on the major aspects of political processes and the major issues and challenges confronted by these countries.

Course Requirements and Evaluation: 

Attendance (10%). All students are required to attend every scheduled class. Roll will be taken in each class. Each absence will result in point reduction of your final grade. Your attendance will count 10% of your final grade. 5 unexcused absence will constitute a zero score for this 10%. After each absence, you are responsible for making up missed work, requesting handouts, and borrowing notes from other students. Your attendance and class notes will be essential for your success in this course, since all three exams will draw heavily from the class lectures, which will go well beyond the textbooks and reading materials.

Exams (90%). Two take-home essay exams and one in-class exam will be given, and each constitutes 30% of your final grade. You must demonstrate your mastery of the course materials, writing skills, and conceptual ability to develop logical arguments about political questions and issues. In the interest of fairness to all students, late take-home exams will not be accepted. No make-up exams will be given for in-class exam unless it is truly a medical emergency, which must be officially documented by doctors, using official letterhead with contact numbers and specifying the reason and the time period for the excused absence. Clinic visitation sheet does not prove it as a medical emergency. Doctor’s formal letter must be submitted together with the clinic visitation sheet. Non-medical emergencies must be verifiable and pre-approved by the instructor. Having a heavy workload, impending deadlines for other classes, extra-curricular activities, jobs, family matters, traffic jams, or car problems cannot be considered as emergencies.
Use me to facilitate your goal. Should you have any question about any aspect of this course or experience difficulty, please do not wait until the last minute to discuss it with me. You may reach me either during my office hours or by appointment. You may also talk with me right after the class. Please take advantage of all these opportunities. I am always available to you. My goal is to assist you to finish this course with a good foundation in this area.

Incomplete grade. According to the university policy, an “incomplete” grade (I) can only be given when the student has completed 75% of the course and the student has a passing grade. An incomplete is a grade that should only be given in circumstances where students cannot attend in a situation that is beyond their control – “only given for documented emergencies.” But the student can instead withdraw (W) from class. The student who does not withdraw properly gets a U grade (administrative grade) that turns into an F after a year if the student does not make up for it.

Syllabus and email account. You must read the syllabus for this course very carefully and clearly understand the course objectives, requirements, policies, and schedules. Any other additional announcements verbally given in class, email, or online concerning lecture schedules and other course-related matters are equally binding as the written directions contained in this syllabus. All students are required to set up a SFSU email account with forwarding files that will redirect emails to the personal preferred email account if you do not check your SFSU email regularly. Your SFSU email address must be shown in faculty rosters within two weeks of the spring semester.  It is the student’s responsibility to be kept abreast of them. Failure to observe them simply because of absences or tardiness does not excuse the student. 

Classroom behavior. There are several forms of common disruptive or inappropriate behavior in classroom. The term “class disruption” means behavior a reasonable person would view as substantially or repeatedly interfering with conduct of a class. Examples include: 

Grandstanding


Sleeping in class


Prolonged chattering


Excessive lateness


Eating


Pagers, beepers, and cellular phones


Frequent exits from class


Verbal/physical threats


Purposeful undermining the instructor’s authority in conduct of a class.

Sadly, this part of the syllabus has lately become important for conveying the expectations I have about how students need to behave in the class. Some of the above behavior and activities in class have caused serious complaints and deserve a special attention. From now on, it needs to make clear that students will eventually get penalized for not paying attention to these expectations and course requirements specified in the syllabus. Students have begun to fail my courses because they cannot meet these expectations and requirements. In general, I expect my students to behave like a civilized, matured, and responsible adult, not like a high school student or teenage. 

Disabilities validation. Any student who has a learning or other disability should notify me as soon as possible before taking in-class exams. I will make every effort to accommodate verified disabilities so that you may do your best work in this course. Please call and visit the office of services for students with disabilities at the university to validate a request for accommodation and submit the university verified document to the instructor in advance for possible accommodation.

Outline of the Course:
I. Introduction to Comparative Politics
Objective: In this section we will look at Comparative Politics as a subfield of political science, examine the historical developments of this field characterized by traditional, behavioralist, and post-behavioralist approaches to comparative political inquiry, and study various methods employed by comparative politics scholars.

Jan. 27

Introduction to the Course and its Requirements
No Reading


Jan. 29

What is Comparative Politics and Why do We Study it?
Reading:
Magstadt & Schotten, “Why Study Politics”



*Wiarda, “What is Comparative Politcs?” pp. 1-12 (on electronic reserves)

Feb. 3

How to Study Comparative Politics?
Reading:
Magstadt & Schotten, “How Politics Is Studied”



*Arendt Lijphart, “Comparative Politics and the Comparative Method,” American Political Science Review, vol. 65, no. 3, 1971, pp. 682-693 (on e-reserves)

II. Comparative Political Systems

Objective: Schemes for classifying political systems into different types are as old as the study of politics itself. Aristotle’s classification can serve as a most influential classical example. However, totalitarianism, authoritarianism, and constitutional democracy are probably the most common typologies that have been used to classify and distinguish different modern political systems. In this section we will define and compare those distinctive characteristics of different political systems that distinguish one type from another.

Feb. 5-10
Classification Schemes and Utopias: Ideal States
Reading:
Magstadt and Schotten, Chapter 2

Feb. 12

Totalitarianism: Failed Utopia
Readings:
Magstadt and Schotten, Chapter 3

Feb. 17

Authoritarianism: Traditional Rule
Reading:
Magstadt and Schotten, Chapter 4

Feb. 19-24
Constitutional democracy
Reading:
Magstadt and Schotten, Chapter 5

Feb. 26

Review for Exam #1
MARCH 3, 2003 (MONDAY)  – EXAM #1

III. Comparative Political Institutions

Objective: We are not the only form of constitutional democracy. Some other forms of constitutional democracy, such as presidentialism, parliamentarism, and a mix of presidentialism and parliamentarism, need to be studied. Communist countries also have constitutions and other similar political institutions, such as congress, executive, courts, and political party, but they are organized very differently and work in very different ways. That is why we need to compare the different political institutions to get a better understanding of our political systems and the rest of the world. The comparison will focus on the constitutional arrangements, where is the power, who has the power and how to get it, and how is the power used.

Mar. 5

Two Models Compared: the United States vs. Great Britain
Reading:
Magstadt and Schotten, Chapter 6

Mar. 10
A Hybrid Model: France 
Reading:
Magstadt and Schotten, Chapter 7: France

Mar. 12
Other Variants – 1: Germany

Reading:
Magstadt and Schotten, Chapter 7: Germany

Mar.17-22
Happy Spring Break!

Mar. 24
Other Variants – 2: Japan

Reading:
Magstadt and Schotten, Chapter 7: Japan


Mar. 26
Post-Communist State: Russia

Readings:
*John McCormick, Comparative Politics in Transition, chapter 3 (on e-reserves)


Mar. 31
Cesar Chaves Day Holiday – No class

Apr. 2

Communist State: China
Readings:
*John McCormick, Comparative Politics in Transition, chapter 4 (on e-reserves)

IV. Politics of Developed Nations

Objective: This section focuses on the politics of developed nations. We will examine some major aspects of democratic politics, discuss different perspectives, theories and terminology in democratic politics, evaluate how the political process of democratic politics works, and provide some insights into the relationship between governments and citizens.

Apr. 7-9
Comparing Political Ideologies

Reading:
Magstadt and Schotten, Chapter 14; class handouts
Apr. 14

Comparing Political socialization
Reading:
Magstadt and Schotten, Chapter 10

Apr. 16

Comparing Political participation
Reading:
Magstadt and Schotten, Chapter 11: 267-271

Apr. 21

Comparing Electoral Systems
Reading:
Magstadt and Schotten, Chapter 11 (pp. 271-293)

Apr. 23

Comparing Political Organizations
Reading:
Magstadt and Schotten, Chapter 12

Apr. 28

Review for Exam #2

APRIL 30, 2003 (WEDNESDAY) – EXAM # 2

V. Politics of Developing Nations

Objective: Much of our perception of the world is from an American perspective. We tend to focus on political events in our country and those in other Western developed countries. Yet, most of the world exists outside of Western countries and is crucial in understanding the larger world in which we live. This section focuses on developing nations, which are often referred to as Third World countries. The Third World countries face great obstacles on their path to full political, economic, and social development. To understand the nature of the problems they face, we need to examine the problems of development more closely, discuss the major theoretical approaches to development, evaluate the strengths and weaknesses of each theory, and draw some inferences from the lessons of the Third World development. 

May 5
Problems of Development and Major Theoretical Perspectives
Readings:
Magstadt and Schotten, Chapter 9: 214-236

May 7

Political Economy of Third World Development

Reading
*Howard Handelman, “The Political Economy of Third World Development” (on e-reserves)

VI. Politics of Transition from Communism

Objective: The past ten years have witnessed a most remarkable development towards democracy in the former Soviet Union and Eastern Europe. Most of these countries have undergone political, economic and social transformations and have been in the process of creating and consolidating new political, economic, and social systems and institutions, whereas the last major communist bulwark, China, has not evolved toward democracy, thus showing a different development pattern. This raises important questions: Why has the democratic transition that occurred in the former communist countries in the Soviet bloc failed to occur in China? This section will examine the causal factors contributing to the transition and offer some answers to the question.
May 12

The Collapse of Communism: Russia and Eastern Europe 

Reading:
Magstadt and Schotten, Chapter 8: 175-194

May 14

A Comparative Case Study: China and Russia
Reading:
*Minxin Pei, “Societal Takeover in China and the USSR,” Journal of Democracy, vol. 3, no. 1, January 1992, pp. 108-118 (on e-reserves)

*Sujian Guo, “Democratic Transition: A Comparative Study of China and the Former Soviet Union,” Issues & Studies, vol. 34, no. 8 (August 1998), pp. 63-101 (on e-reserves)
Final Take-home exam is due 1:15pm, May 21, 2003 (Wednesday) 

No late exam will be accepted. Late exam will receive zero grade.
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