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Crisis and Change: Transitions in East and Southeast Asia

Political Science 414 – Final Exam

Fall 2003

Use this page as the cover page for your exam: You must submit a printed hard copy with this cover page. No exception.
Course objective and grading criteria: demonstrate your good mastery and understanding of the course materials, reflecting on both readings and lectures, conceptual ability to develop logical arguments about political or policy issues, critical thinking, systematic evaluation, and writing skill. All cited materials, either inside or outside class, must be footnoted with page numbers.

Due date: This is a take-home exam and must be clearly typed out by using computers. Your exam should be approximately 5 single-spaced pages or 10 double-spaced pages on page margins 1”-1.25”. The exam must be stapled – DO NOT USE PAPER CLIPS. The exam must be turned in to the instructor prior to 2:15pm December 15 (Monday), 2003. Your exam can be turned in directly to the instructor in class or placed in his mailbox in the Department of Political Science on the second floor of HSS Bldg prior to or on the due date. In the interest of fairness to all students in class, everyone has equal time and information to complete the assignment and no late exam will be accepted. Absolutely no exception. Enjoy your work!
Essays - Choose FOUR of the following Questions (25 points each)
1. There are at least three theoretical positions among political scientists with respect to the question of how democracy is related to economic development. In your essay, discuss each of these theoretical positions and find historical or empirical evidence in support of each of the major arguments.

2. What are the major differences between Western and Asian cultures? Does Asian experience in democratization support the arguments of structuralist cultural prerequisites? If yes, why, and if not, why? You must use historical or empirical evidence in support of your arguments.

 3. Explain why democratic transition that occurred in formerly communist states in East Europe failed to occur in China and Vietnam. In other words, identify and discuss the factors that are beneficial to democracy are absent in these two Asian communist states. 

4. Compare the modes of transition in South Korea and Taiwan and apply process-oriented (strategic elite choice) approach to your analysis of how democratic transition occurred in these two countries since the 1980s.

5. Explain why the Marcos regime collapsed in 1986 which led to democratic transition in the Philippines? You must apply one of the theoretical approaches or a combination of theoretical approaches in your case to justify the selection of variables in your explanations. You must examine those variables using historical or empirical evidence.

