Date:

Sept 24, 2003

TO: 

PSCI 414 Crisis and Change: Transition

From:

Professor Guo

Hi everyone, 

I suggest that you should print out this instruction for your reference in answering essay questions in your exams. Those (very few) who have not set up sfsu email account with forwarding files should do it now, as soon as possible. I am wondering if you choose not to be contacted by your instructor or not. However, I will post my email online this time to accommodate your situation, which I hope will be resolved quickly.  


The exam questions have been put online on my website, at least two weeks in advance.  I will also make an announcement to the class. 

This is a take-home exam. I expect it to be done much more substantially and carefully than an in-class closed book exam. Essays must confirm to the college-level standard and must be typed out using computers. In its due course, you must also pay particular attention to your grammar, spelling, clarity of content, and prose. 

Make sure you understand that the fundamental objective of this testing device (take-home exam) is to provide you with an opportunity and more time to develop some kind of conceptual ability, ability of developing logical arguments, critical thinking, and writing skills, all of which will be unlikely to achieve in a close book in-class exam. Since you have sufficient time to read, think, develop, and write, you should have a better understanding of the questions under study and write a better essay exam. I hope you enjoy working on these important questions in this field.


Make sure that you read each set of questions very carefully and address them effectively. To be effective, you need to focus on questions rather than show your knowledge or something else not relevant to addressing questions. If irrelevant, it is not helpful but sometimes harmful to the establishment of your arguments and empirical evidence. To be effective, you should learn how to develop your personal opinions into logical arguments about political issues and make sure each of your arguments are supported by evidence and examples.  To be effective, essays should be sensibly organized by using paragraphs (including short opening and closing paragraphs if applicable). 

If you missed classes, it is the student's responsibility to catch up the work and obtain notes from classmates. Everything related to the questions in the exam has been or will be thoroughly lectured and discussed in class. If an exam question appears not clear to you, please feel free to contact me via email. But, you should understand this is an EXAM, not a term paper, and therefore you should not expect your instructor for help and advice on how to answer the questions, where to find materials to address the questions, and what is needed to address the questions. You are the one who does the job to your best understanding and knowledge - show me your best! -show me the money :)!! 

Enjoy having you in my class and, I hope, so will you! 

Professor Guo 

