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Course objectives

The objectives of this course are two-fold.  First, through readings and discussion, we will examine constructions of womanhood, masculinity, and sexuality in France and Britain during the nineteenth century with particular emphasis on the opportunities open to women.  Second, students will research and write a major paper based on primary sources on a subject related to the theme of this course.  (History 300 is a prerequisite for this course; non-history majors may be exempted at instructor’s discretion.)

Readings

The following books are available at the bookstore and on reserve at the library:

Bonnie Smith, Ladies of the Leisure Class: The Bourgeoises of Northern France in the Nineteenth Century
Anna Clark, The Struggle for the Breeches: Gender and the Making of the British Working Class
Martha Vicinius, Independent Women: Work and Community for Single Women, 1850-1920

Jo Burr Margandant, The New Biography: Performing Feminity in Nineteenth-Century France
Readings marked ER in the syllabus are available on electronic reserve at the library.  They can be accessed via the internet on campus or at home at the following address: http://eres.sfsu.edu/ (or by the link on the library web page).  The password for this course is suffragette.

Journal articles are available electronically on JSTOR at the following website: http://0-www.jstor.org.opac.sfsu.edu/jstor/.

One reading assignment, John Tosh, A Man’s Place: Masculinity and the Middle-Class Home in Victorian England, is an e-book.  Look it up in the Investigator catalog of the SFSU library and click on the “electronic resource” edition.  Only one reader can access the book at a time, so you may want to print out the chapters (and be sure to log off when you are finished); I will also put a copy of this book on reserve at the library.

Office hours and contact information
Tuesday 9:30-10:30, 4:00-5:00, Thursday 12:30-1:30, and by appointment

office and phone: Science 267, 338-2250

e-mail: scurtis@sfsu.edu

website: http://bss.sfsu.edu/scurtis

Format
The format of the seminar will be student-generated discussion.  Students should come to class having completed the assigned reading and prepared to discuss it.  Because this class meets only once a week, regular attendance is very important.  More than one missed class will affect your grade.  Please telephone or e-mail me in advance if you have to miss class.  You should also arrive to class on time and stay the entire class period.

Assignments
In order to encourage class participation and discussion, each week a group of students will be asked to bring in a discussion question drawn from the reading assignment.  On the same day, those students will also turn in a written response to that question.  In the course of the semester, each student will prepare and answer two such questions, according to a schedule which will be determined on the first day of class.  The questions should be interpretative ones that will generate discussion.  The responses should be no longer than 3 pp. (typed and double-spaced).  

Research paper

Students will also be required to write one research paper (approx. 12-15 pp.) due at the end of the semester (May 27).  A proposal and bibliography for the research paper is due by April 1 and a rough draft by April 29.  You will also be asked to read at least one rough draft written by a fellow student.  Students will also be required to give an oral report on their research, scheduled for one of the last three classes.  

The research paper will be on a subject of your choosing, in consultation with me, that allows you to make a historical analysis based on primary sources.  Such sources might be published documents, contemporary newspaper or magazine articles, novels or fictional accounts, memoirs, manuals or handbooks for women or girls, and writings by or about women.  In addition to the materials found at the SFSU library or through interlibrary loan, U.C. Berkeley has a number of microfilmed collections on gender history (including masculinity, sexuality, and imperialism) that could form the basis of a paper.  As you plan your papers, we will discuss possible source collections and topics, both in class and in individual meetings.  For research help, students may also consult with librarian Kendra Van Cleave (kendrav@sfsu.edu) at the SFSU library.

Research paper timeline: (subject to change)

January 29- March 2:  Make an appointment to meet with me individually to discuss possible topic.

March 4: Discuss source materials and topics in class with Kendra Van Cleave, research librarian.

April 1:  Turn in paper proposal and bibliography.

April 29: Turn in rough draft of paper. 

May 6, May 13, May 20: Present an oral report on your research to class.

May 27: Turn in final draft.

Grading
Grades will be determined as follows: class attendance/participation 20%, discussion questions/answers 20% (10% each), proposal and bibliography 5%, rough draft 5%, oral research report 10%, research paper 40%.

Discussion questions/answers will not be accepted late.  Other late work will be penalized one-half grade (e.g. A to A-) every day is is late and not accepted after one week.

If you are unable to complete the course requirements by the end of semester, it is your responsibility to withdraw from the course.  I will issue no instructor-initiated withdrawals or incompletes.  Student-initiated incompletes are reserved for serious medical excuses (with documentation) or other natural disasters within the last three weeks of the semester.  The last day to drop a course without a “W” is February 24; the last day with a “W” is April 28.

Schedule

January 29

Introduction
February 5

ACT Performance, 415 Geary Street, 8 p.m.

Ibsen, “A Doll’s House”
Tickets will be $5.00 each.

Attendance is required except for those with unmovable commitments, such as another class, work, or childcare responsibilities; those students will be required to watch video of the play on reserve in the library before the next class period.

February 12

Domesticity
Smith, chaps. 1-4, 8-9 

“The Duchesse de Berry” (in The New Biography)

February 19

Workers
Clark, chaps. 1-4, 7, 11, 14-15 

“Playing the Princess” (in The New Biography) 

Judith Coffin, “Social Science Meets Sweated Labor,” Journal of Modern History 63 (1991) (JSTOR)

February 26

Masculinity
Clark, chap. 8

John Tosh, A Man’s Place, introduction, chaps. 3, 7, 8 (available electronically via SFSU Investigator catalog)  

Robert Nye, “Fencing, the Duel, and Republican Manhood in the Third Republic,” Journal of Contemporary History 25 (1990) (JSTOR)

March 4

Religion, Education, Charity




Smith, chaps. 5-7

Clark, chap. 6 

Vicinus, chaps. 2, 4, 6




Meet in Library 426A at 4:10 for the first half of class.

March 11

Sexuality
Walkowitz, “Dangerous Sexualities” (ER) 

Kingsley, “The Sex” and “The Doctors” (ER) 

Showalter, “Nervous Women,” and “Feminism and Hysteria” (ER) 

Robert Nye, “Honor, Impotence, and Male Sexuality in Nineteenth-Century French Medicine,” French Historical Studies 16 (1989) (JSTOR)

March 18

Politics
Claire Moses, “Saint-Simonian Men/Saint-Simonian Women,” Journal of Modern History 54 (1982) (JSTOR)

“Acting Up” and “Private Life, Public Image” (in The New Biography)

Vicinus, chap. 7

March 25

SPRING BREAK
April 1


Proposal and bibliography due



Class meeting to discuss paper topics and research methods.

April 8


Individual and group meetings, TBA

April 15

Individual and group meetings, TBA

April 22

Individual and group meetings, TBA

April 29

Rough draft due

May 6


Student presentations

May 13

Student presentations

May 20

Student presentations

May 27

Final paper due at noon in my office
