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COURSE OBJECTIVES:
The purpose of this course is not to learn about the history of a particular time and place but to introduce you to the world of working historians – how historians research, explain, analyze, and revise interpretations of the past.  We will do this in three ways: 1) by discussing the evolution of the discipline of history with special emphasis on issues and debates that have emerged in the recent past, 2) by exploring the practical issues of research method and historical interpretation, and 3) by completing a research project from primary (original) sources.

READING MATERIALS:
I have ordered two books for this class, which are available for purchase at the bookstore:

John Tosh, The Pursuit of History, 4th ed.

Laurie G. Kirszner and Stephen R. Mandell, The Pocket Handbook for History, 2nd ed.

We will also be using a recent issue of the history department student journal, Ex Post Facto, which I will hand out in class.

ELECTRONIC RESERVE AND WEBSITES:
Some of the readings are available on electronic reserve at the library.  They can be accessed via the internet on campus or at home at the following address: http://eres.sfsu.edu/ (or by the link on the library web page or my web page.)  The password for this course is Annales.  (If you are having trouble logging in, check that you have correctly spelled the password.)  These readings are indicated on the schedule with the abbreviation ER.  A few readings are directly accessible on the web, in which case the URL is given in the syllabus.  I have also set up direct links to these readings on my web page (http://bss.sfsu.edu/scurtis).

RESEARCH PROJECT:
During much of the semester you will be working on a research project using primary sources.  You can choose any topic that interests you, but the requirement to use primary sources makes topics on local history particularly promising.  We will be discussing how to find sources in much more detail in class.  The result of this project will be a 12-15 pp. paper and a short oral presentation.

OFFICE HOURS AND CONTACT INFORMATION:
Tuesday 11:00-12:00 and 2:00-3:00, Thursday 11:00-12:00, and by appointment.

office location: Science 267


phone: (415) 338-2250

e-mail: scurtis@sfsu.edu


website: http://bss.sfsu.edu/scurtis
CLASS MEETINGS AND ASSIGNMENTS:
This class will be conducted seminar-style, as a discussion rather than a lecture class.  That means, first, that reading, research, and writing assignments must be completed before class, and that, second, you should be prepared to discuss the material for that day when you come to class.  The intellectual quality of a seminar depends largely on the commitment of its members (I cannot do it all!), so the usefulness of our class sessions will depend on you.  You will be graded on both attendance and participation.  If, due to illness or natural disaster, you cannot make class, please let me know by e-mail or telephone in advance of the class meeting.  Bring documentation of the reason for your absence to the next class meeting.

GRADING:
The grading system is designed to reward you for completing assignments on time and proceeding through the research and writing process step-by-step rather than throwing together a paper at the last minute.  Procrastinators, take note!

	DATE
	ASSIGNMENT
	%AGE

	every week
	class participation
	20

	Aug. 31
	purpose of history response
	2.5

	Sept. 5
	preliminary description of research interest
	(participation)

	Sept. 12
	university library requirement
	2.5

	Sept. 20
	textbook review
	7.5

	Sept. 26
	historical journal review
	2.5

	Oct. 10
	historical readings paper
	7.5

	Oct. 19
	research project proposal
	5

	Oct. 24
	annotated bibliography
	5

	Nov. 16
	rough draft of research paper
	7.5

	Nov. 28
	peer review
	(participation)

	Nov. 28-30, Dec. 5-7-12
	oral presentation
	5

	
	final draft of research paper
	35

	
	TOTAL
	100


You cannot pass the class if you do not turn in a passing final paper.

All written assignments should be typed (12 pt font) and double-spaced and stapled in the upper-left-hand corner with normal margins.  Assignments due on Tuesday but turned in late the following Thursday will be penalized one half grade (e.g. from an A to an A-); those due on Thursday but turned in late the following Tuesday two half grades (e.g. A to B+), and those one week late one full grade (e.g. A to B).  Work later than one week will not be accepted.  
If you find yourself unable to finish the course requirements by the end of the semester, it is your responsibility to withdraw from the course.  I will issue no instructor-initiated withdrawals or incompletes.  Student-initiated incompletes are reserved for serious medical excuses and other natural disasters with documentation within the last three weeks of the semester.  The last day to drop a course without a “W” is September 25; the last day with a “W” (except in extreme circumstances) is November 17.
August 29-31
Introduction or Why Are We Here?
Tuesday:
Overview of course.  Introductions.

Question for discussion: Why are you a history major or minor?

Thursday:
Read Tosh, chaps. 1-2

Questions for discussion: What is the purpose of history?  What is the difference between “historical awareness” and “social memory”?  Is “objective” history possible?  How do societies and individuals use history?  Do you believe history repeats itself?  Does history change according to present concerns?
Write a one-page response to one of the questions above and be prepared to discuss it in class. 
September 5-7
The Raw Materials

or Just What Is A Primary Source Anyway?
Tuesday:

Read Tosh, chaps. 3-4

Questions for discussion:  What are the “raw materials” of history?  What is the difference between a primary and a secondary source?  How do historians find sources and topics?  How can documents be used to reveal historical “truth”?  Do documents always mean what they say?  What are some methods for evaluating and interpreting documents?

Browse the following web sites:

The Valley of the Shadow (http://valley.vcdh.virginia.edu/)

American Memory (http://memory.loc.gov/ammem/amhome.html)

Questions for discussion:  What kinds of resources are available on these sites?  What kinds of research could you do with them?  How reliable are web sources for research?
Turn in a short preliminary description of research interest: What topic would you like to explore in your research project?  What kind of sources do you think will be available?  (You may propose more than one topic if you like.)  This assignment is required but ungraded.  Sign up for an appointment to discuss your topic with me before September 26.
Thursday:
Read Wiener, “In the Belly of the Mouse: The Dyspeptic Disney Archives” (ER)
Meet at the Labor Archives, 480 Winston Drive (on the NW corner of campus, towards Stonestown) for a presentation by the archivist.
September 12-14
Working with Primary Sources

or How to Read a Document

Tuesday:  

Read Pocket Manual, chaps. 28-29

Complete the university library requirement, if you have not done so already.  Print out your proof of completion (available via “My SFSU”) and turn it into me.  Information on the OASIS tutorial and quizes is available at http://www.library.sfsu.edu/instruction/research_skills.html.

Meet in Library 426A for hands-on practice in locating and working with primary sources.

Thursday:
Read the documents your group found on Tuesday.
Questions for discussion:  What do these documents tell you?  How do these documents help answer a research question?  
September 19-20
Approaches to History, Past and Present

or Why Isn’t History About Dead White Men Anymore?
Tuesday:
Read Tosh, chap. 5; Nash, “Years of Ferment,” chap. 4 in History on Trial (ER); Himmelfarb, “History with the Politics Left Out” (ER)

Questions for discussion: What kinds of specializations are there within history?  Do you think that some approaches are more valid or important than others?  Do you agree with Himmelfarb that politics must be at the center of history?  

Thursday:
Read Nash, “History, Culture, and Politics,” chap. 5 in History on Trial (ER)
Question for discussion:  What kind of history curriculum would you design for an American secondary school?

Write a 2-3 pp. review of an American history or Western/World Civilization survey textbook (not a documents reader) that you own (if you do not own any such texts, see me).   Type the bibliographic data for the textbook in Chicago style (see Pocket Manual) at the top of your review.  If you quote from the textbook, you may use parenthetical notes with the page number.  Some questions you may want to consider in your review include: What kind of history does this text present?  Are there subtexts or assumptions that are less apparent to the casual reader?  How is it organized?  Does it present multiple viewpoints or interpretations?  Is it concerned with race, class, and gender?  Does it have “bells and whistles” (maps, documents, graphics, illustrations) and do these enhance the textbook?  Do you think it is pedagogically effective? 
September 26-28
Methods and Sources, Part I 

or What Do Historians Do With the Sources They Find?
Tuesday:
Examine one historical journal (assignments to be given in class) for the following information: purpose, scope, audience, types of articles and/or reviews, content, frequency of publication, availability at SFSU.  Type this information on a single sheet and make copies for the class.  

Questions for discussion:  What kinds of articles do you find in these journals?  How specialized are they?  What are the different kinds of historical writings (articles, review articles, book reviews, monographs, surveys, texts, etc.)?

Thursday:
Read Tosh, chaps. 6, 8; Jared Diamond, Guns, Germs, and Steel, chaps. 3 and 18 (ER)

Questions for discussion: What choices do historians have in structuring their historical accounts?  Does the style in which you write history affect the interpretation of the past?  Do you think history is more like a scientific discipline or a literary one?  What is the Marxist interpretation of history?  What kinds of questions is Diamond trying to answer?  What are his sources?  How has he structured his account?

October 3-5
Methods and Sources, Part II

or What Do Historians Do With the Sources They Find?

Tuesday:
Read; Tosh, chap. 9; Peter Laslett, The World We Have Lost, chap. 4 (ER); Lisa Jardine, Worldly Goods, prologue (ER)

Questions for discussion: How important is quantitative data to history?  How has Laslett used statistics to dispute commonly held views about marriage age in early modern England?  What kinds of sources has Jardine used?  How has she interpreted them?

Thursday:
Read Tosh, chaps. 10-11; Nina Rattner Gelbart, The King’s Midwife, sections 1-4 (ER); Robert Darton, “The Great Cat Massacre” (ER).  

Questions for discussion: What insights have psychoanalysis, literary theory, and anthropology given to history?  What are the advantages and disadvantages of oral history?  What kinds of sources have Gelbart and Darton used?  How have they interpreted them?  Which one of the readings (Diamond, Laslett, Jardine, Gelbart, and Darton) did you find most effective?
October 10-12
Using the Library for Historical Research

or Why Can’t I Do All My Research on the Internet?

Tuesday:
Write a 2-3 pp. paper that compares and contrasts the approach to source material in the five historical readings (Diamond, Laslett, Jardine, Gelbart, Darnton).  Some questions you might want to consider are: What kinds of sources do they use?  How do they interpret those sources?  What is the scope of the question they want to answer?  What methodologies do they use?  Do they use methods from disciplines other than history?  How so?

Meet in Library 426A for a presentation by the research librarian for history, Kendra Van Cleave, on on secondary sources and compiling a bibliography.  Kendra is also available throughout the research process to give you individual help.  Contact her at: kendrav@sfsu.edu.

Thursday:
Meet in Library 426A to continue work on compiling a bibliography for your project. 

October 17-19
Notetaking and Citing Sources

or How to Avoid Plagiarism
Tuesday:
Read Pocket Manual, chaps. 27, 30 (bring your copy to class); Nelson, “What’s Happened to History?” (http://hnn.us/articles/969.html)

Questions for discussion:  How serious is plagiarism?  What exactly does it consist of?  How can you avoid it? Which of the historians in Nelson’s piece would have gotten thrown out of college for plagiarism?  How do historicans incorporate arguments, information, and quotations into their writing?  What is the function of a foot- or endnote?  What are useful notetaking methods?

Examine the endnotes in the essays in Ex Post Facto (bring your copy to class).  Find examples of at least three types of notes (reference, content, etc.).

Questions for discussion:  Why did the author choose to use a note in this location?  What kind of note was it?  Was the note useful?

Write a 1-2 pp. proposal for your research paper with the following elements:

1) description of topic, 2) how much historical scholarship has already been done on this topic, 3) historical question(s) you hope to answer in your paper, 4) why the topic is interesting and important, 5) a description/list of the main primary sources for your topic (scope, size, where located), 6) how the primary sources will help answer the questions you with to consider in your paper.

Thursday:
Read Pocket Manual, chap. 32 (bring your copy to class)
Questions for discussion:  What are the appropriate forms for notes?
October 24-25
The Writing Process
or How to Put Together Your Paper
Tuesday:
Read Pocket Manual, chaps. 1-2 (bring your copy to class)
Questions for discussion:  What is a thesis statement?  What are effective methods of organization?  How will you incorporate the work of other historians in your paper?  How will you begin your paper?
Write an annotated bibliograpy for your research paper.  This is a bibliography which, in addition to the publication data, includes a one or two sentence comment on the subject, argument, or usefulness of the book or article.  This bibliography must be in Chicago documentation style (see Pocket Manual, pp. 178-83).  Divide the bibliography into primary and secondary sources; you only need annotations for the secondary sources.  You should have about a half a dozen secondary sources.

Thursday:
Skim and review Pocket Manual, chaps. 3-26
Read the assigned essays (TBA) in Ex Post Facto (bring your copy to class).  Identify the thesis statement in each.
Questions for discussion:  How can you edit your own work for style and grammar?

October 31-November 2
Small Group Meetings

November 7-9
Students will meet on one of these days during class time with instructor in small groups according to a schedule to be announced.  Each student should bring five photocopies of one page of a primary source s/he is using for his or her paper.
November 14-16

Rough Draft
Tuesday:
I am available during class time and office hours for individual meetings and emergencies.

Thursday:
ROUGH DRAFT due in class.  You will need one copy for me and copies for your student partners.  The draft should have a beginning, a middle, and an end, and include notes and a full bibliography; you will be graded on completeness.

November 21-23

Thanksgiving Break
November 28-30

Presentations
Tuesday:
Complete peer reviews (form to be distributed in class) and return them (along with the annotated paper draft) to the authors.  Make copies of the reviews to turn into me.  I will also return drafts to you on this day.

We will also begin presentations according to a schedule to be determined in class.  In a 10-15 minute presentation, describe your research and conclusions to the class.  You will want to include any necessary background information to your topic, a description of your primary sources, the historical question you examined, the thesis you came to, and a summary of your main conclusions.  You may use notes, but do not read your presentation.  Keep it interesting and lively.  Practice it at home to make sure you can deliver it smoothly within the time limit.

Thursday
Continue presentations.
December 5-7-12

Presentations

Continue presentations.
December 14 (Thursday)

FINAL DRAFT OF RESEARCH PAPER DUE in class.

December 19 (Tuesday)
Stop by my office (Science 267) 9:30-10:30 or 2-4 to pick up your graded paper.  If you cannot pick it up at this time, please leave me a large self-addressed, stamped envelope, and I will mail it to you.
