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This course surveys the history of Europe and the West from approximately 1600 to the present.  We will spend about a third of the course examining the early modern period up to the French Revolution, about a third on the period between the French Revolution and the First World War, and the remaining third on the 20th century.   Although the course takes a balanced approach, we will focus somewhat more on social and cultural history than diplomatic, military, or political history.  

This course meets the GE Segment II requirement in the Humanities and Creative Arts, Area C: Historical/Social/Ethnic Contexts.  Due to the large enrollment, it will be primarily a lecture course, but I welcome questions and comments during class.  We will also take time each week to discuss either the material in the documents reader or the novel; you should bring these books to class when assigned.  (The textbook you can leave at home.)
READING

The textbook for this course John P. McKay, et al, A History of Western Society, Since 1300.  There is also a documents reader, Merry Wiesner, et al,  Discovering the Western Past: A Look at the Evidence, vol II, 5th edition.  I have also ordered two short novels: Voltaire’s Candide and Elie Wiesel’s Night.   These books are available for purchase at the bookstore.
REQUIREMENTS

Since this class only meets once a week, you should make every effort to attend every class session.  I take a very dim view of students who leave at the break (or come exceedingly late); if necessary, I will start taking attendance.

In order to ensure that students have read the two novels (Candide and Night), I will give a short reading quiz the day they are assigned.  If you miss a quiz and have a documented excuse (illness, sports trip, etc.), you may turn in a three-page summary/review of the book up to one week after the scheduled quiz.  If you do not have such an excuse, you still may turn in a summary, but it will be reduced one full grade.

In order to test your mastery of the subject content of this course, there will be two in-class midterms (September 29, October 27) and a final (December 15).  Although the final will not be comprehensive, it will cover more material than the midterms and you will have a longer period in which to write it.  I will provide study guides for the exams.  Makeups for exams will only be allowed under exceptional circumstances with documentation of absence and if you contact me before exam is held.

BLACKBOARD
I will be using the Blackboard website to post lecture outlines, study guides for the exams, and other useful documents, so you should check it on a regular basis.  It will also serve as a venue for discussion of the films for those interested in earning extra credit (see below).  To access this class on Blackboard, go to http://online.sfsu.edu/ (you will need your SFSU ID and PAC to sign in).  Please verify that the e-mail account listed in Blackboard is valid (check Tools, then Personal Information).
GRADING

Grades will be determined as follows:
Midterms: 25% each

Final: 30%

Reading quizzes: 10% each

Extra credit for films: 1% for each film
If you are unable to complete the course requirements by the end of semester, it is your responsibility to withdraw from the course.  I will issue no instructor-initiated withdrawals or incompletes.  Student-initiated incompletes are reserved for serious medical excuses (with documentation) or other natural disasters within the last three weeks of the semester.  The last day to drop a course without a “W” is September 21; the last day with a “W” is November 16.

EXTRA-CREDIT FILM SERIES

You may receive up to 5 % of extra credit by watching historical films on the list below.  Each film is worth 1 %.  In order to get the credit, you must post an intelligent comment on the bulletin board section of Blackboard by class time on the date below.  The comment should answer the question:  “How does this film reflect the historical issues we have discussed in class?”  You may also make additional comments of your own on the historical context of the film or respond to those made by other students.  (Comments that do not show a knowledge of the film or the historical issues or that are disruptive to the discussion will not receive credit.)  Films should be available at major video outlets or through Netflix.  They are also available at SFSU for viewing at the media center in the library, though you’d undoubtedly be more comfortable at home.

Ridicule



by September 22
Danton



by October 6
Howards End



by November 3
Europa, Europa 


by December 1
The Battle of Algiers


by December 8
Films are also listed as optional viewing at the appropriate week on the schedule.
OFFICE HOURS AND CONTACT INFORMATION:
Tuesday 11-12, Thursday 11-12, 2-3, and by appointment

office and phone: Science 267, 338-2250

e-mail: scurtis@sfsu.edu

website: http://bss.sfsu.edu/scurtis

SCHEDULE
August 25
Introduction
Film: The Return of Martin Guerre
September 1
Old and New Worlds


Religious crisis and warfare

The hunt for witches


European discovery of the New World
Reading: McKay, chaps. 14-15
September 8
State Building in Early Modern Europe  


Louis XIV and absolutism in France


The rise of Prussia, Austria, Russia


The constitutional exception: England


Reading: McKay, chaps. 16-17 
   Wiesner, chap. 2

September 15
The Age of Reason 


The Scientific Revolution


The Enlightenment

Enlightened absolutism
Reading: McKay, chap. 18

   Voltaire, Candide
In-class quiz on Candide
Optional film: Ridicule
September 22
Everyday Life before the Industrial Age 


Marriage and family

The Atlantic economy


Agriculture and industry

Reading: McKay, chap. 19-20

   Wiesner, chap. 4

September 29
Midterm (one hour)

The French Revolution

The origins of the Revolution


The impact of the Revolution

Reading: McKay, chap. 21
   Wiesner, chap. 5

Optional film: Danton
October 6
The Industrial Revolution

Factories and new technology


The rise of the middle class


The development of the proletariat


Reading: McKay, chap. 22, 24

   Wiesner, chap. 6
October 13
Politics after the Dual Revolution

Napoleonic Europe and the Congress of Vienna


Conservatives, Liberals, and Socialists


The Revolutions of 1848


Reading:  McKay, chap. 23
October 20
Mass Society and Culture


The unification of Germany


Mass politics and women’s suffrage


The new imperialism


Reading: McKay, chaps. 25-26

   Wiesner, chaps. 9-10
Optional film: Howards End
October 27
Midterm (one hour)
Film: TBA
November 3
The Great War

The origins of World War I


Trench warfare and the home front


The Russian Revolution
Reading: McKay, chap. 27
   Wiesner, chap. 11
November 10
Uncertainty in the Interwar Period

The Treaty of Versailles


The Great Depression


The appeal of fascism

Reading: McKay, chap. 28
  
   Wiesner, chap. 12
November 17
Totalitarianism and War


Nazi Germany and Stalinist Russia


The Second World War


The Holocaust

Reading: McKay, chap. 29
   Wiesel, Night
In-class quiz on Night
Optional film: Europa, Europa
November 24
HAPPY THANKSGIVING!

December 1
Europe Divided


The Western European miracle


Postwar Eastern Europe



Decolonizaton
Reading: McKay, chap. 30
   Wiesner, chap. 13

Optional film: The Battle of Algiers
December 8
The New Europe


1968


The European Union


The fall of the Berlin Wall

Reading: McKay, chap. 31
   Wiesner, chap. 14
December 15 (4:10-6:55)
FINAL EXAM

