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R, Smith, Professor
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COURSE/PURPOSES/OBJECTIVES

This course satisfies the US/California government requirements. But, it is more. In a sense this class constitutes three courses in one. First, Part I of the course introduces students to political science, including discussion of the concepts of politics, power, sources or bases of power, and the nature and limits of political science as a science. The second part of the course examines the origins, institutions and processes of the United States government, and their relationship to “we the American people”. Third, the origins, institutions and processes of the government are examined from the perspective and presence of African Americans, showing how the presence of Africans affected the founding of the Republic and its institution and processes from the colonial era to the present.

Textbooks (Available in Bookstore)
Gary Wasserman, The Basics of American Politics (12th ed.)

Hanes Walton and Robert C. Smith, American Politics and the African American Quest

For Universal Freedom (4th ed.)

.

READINGS ON ELECTRONIC RESERVE(Password—OBAMA)
In addition to the textbooks, several essays in P. Woll (ed) American Government: Cases and Readings on reserve are recommended or required.

Course Requirements

Attendance is required. Excessive absences – no more than three unexcused - will be penalized and good attendance and participation will be rewarded. Students are expected to read the assigned material and be prepared to answer questions and engage in discussions.

Two take home examinations – a midterm and final – constitute the written requirements for the course. Each examination will require you to answer three or four questions in essays that should range from three to five pages per question, typewritten, doubled – spaced. (Which means that each examination should range from twelve to twenty pages). Please note that the first two questions on the midterm will be based almost entirely on lecture material.

EXAMINATION SCHEDULE
The midterm will be assigned after we complete Unit V on the Constitution, which is usually at the midpoint of the semester. The final will be distributed on the last day of class and will be due one week later.h.                         

Outline of Topics and Readings

Part I

POLITICS, POWER AND THE NATURE AND LIMITS OF THE SCIENTIFIC STUDY OF POLITICS

NOTE: MOST OF THE MATERIAL IN THIS PART IS BASED ON LECTURES.

I. Politics, Power and Freedom – Definition and Discussion of Basic Concepts

Assigned

G. Wasserman, The Basics of American Politics, Preface, Chapter 1.

H. Walton and R. Smith, American Politics and the African American Quest, Preface, pp. 1-4.

II. The “8.5” Sources or Bases of Power

III. Scope or Range of Power Relationships: From You and Yours to the US and the World.

IV. Political Science as an “Uncertain Science”

Part II

THE GOVERNMENT OF THE UNITED STATES: ORIGINS AND OPERATIONS

V. The Philosophical Foundations of the American Government, Doctrine of the Equality of “man” and the Paradox of African Enslavement

Assigned
H. Walton and R. Smith, American Politics and the African American Quest, Chap. 1, pp. 13-15.

J. Locke “The Second Treatise of Civil Government” in P. Woll (ed.) American Government: Cases and Readings (Reserve Reading).

The Declaration of Independence

M. L. King, Jr. “I Have A Dream”

VI. The Constitution: Origins, Design and Principles, and Their Relationship to Race.

Assigned

G. Wasserman, The Basics of American Politics, Chap. 2.

H. Walton and R. Smith, American Politics and the African American Quest, Chaps. 1-2.

Charles Beard, “Framing The Constitution” and John Roche, “The Founding Fathers: A Reform Caucus in Action” in P. Woll (ed.) American Government: Cases and Readings (Reserve Reading Room).

The Constitution of the United States

VII. The Congress

Assigned

G. Wasserman, The Basics of American Politics, Chap. 4.

H. Walton and R. Smith, American Politics and the African American Quest, Chap. 11.

VIII. The Presidency and the Bureaucracy

Assigned

G. Wasserman, The Basics of American Politics, Chap. 3.

H. Walton and R. Smith, American Politics and The African American Quest, Chaps. 12, 14.

Recommended

James David Barber, “The Presidential Character” in P. Woll (ed.) American Government: Cases and Readings.

IX. The Supreme Court and Civil Liberties and Civil Rights

Assigned

G. Wasserman, The Basics of American Politics, Chaps. 5-6.

H. Walton and R. Smith, American Politics and the African American Quest, pp. 28-34, Chap. 13.

Recommended

William J. Brennan, “How the Supreme Court Arrives At Decisions” in P. Woll (ed.), American Government: Cases in Readings.
PART III

“WE THE PEOPLE: INDIVIDUAL AND GROUP INTERACTION WITH THE GOVERNMENT

X. Political Culture, Political Socialization, Public Opinion and the Media

Assigned

G. Wasserman, The Basics of American Politics, pp. 155-62, 195-210.

H. Walton and R. Smith, American Politics and the African American Quest, Chaps. 3-6.

XI. Social Movements and Interest Groups

Assigned

G. Wasserman, The Basics of American Politics, pp. 185-95.

H. Walton and R. Smith, American Politics and the African American Quest, Chaps. 7-8.

XII. Voting, Parties and Elections

Assigned

G. Wasserman, The Basics of American Politics, Chap. 7.

H. Walton and R. Smith, American Politics and the African American Quest, Chaps. 9-10.

XIII. The People, Politics and Policy

Assigned

G. Wasserman, The Basics of American Politics, Chap. 9.

H. Walton and R. Smith, American Politics and the African American Quest, Chaps. 15-16.

