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COURSE OBJECTIVES


This course has three objectives. First, to assess the status of the ideology of white supremacy and racism in the post civil rights era. Second, to assess the status of black politics in the post civil rights era, both in terms of the internal dynamics of black leadership and the responsiveness of the political system to the black demand for equality. Third, in the course of the foregoing to examine also the role of ideology in social science research on race in America.

The course is organized primarily around the themes of two of my books on African American politics. Since my dissertation (1976), I have been doing research and writing on racism, black-white opinion differences and African American leadership and the responsiveness of the American democracy to the black quest for equality. In these books I reach rather pessimistic conclusions about the capacities of African American leadership and the political system to deal with the problem of racism and the problems of the so-called black underclass.


In addition, we read and analyze three other recent studies on race and democracy. The work by Ronald Walters, one of my teachers and mentors, examines “white” politics, as manifested in the conservative movement in the United States and its rise to power. My work and Walters are written from a Black Nationalist perspective. The book by Patterson is written from a liberal perspective and the Thernstroms’ work is a conservative perspective. Also, the Patterson and Thernstroms books are much more optimistic about the prospects for dealing with the problem of race in the American democracy. Thus, reading these contrasting works on the subject will give us the opportunity to assess the role of ideological and other biases in the social sciences in general, and in the study of race specifically.
COURSE REQUIREMENTS

The course is envisioned as an intensive reading and discussion seminar. There is a relatively large amount of reading, and a critical component of the final grade is based on students reading of the material on schedule and their critical analysis and discussion in seminar. Students will also be required to submit some written work to be determined to some extent on an individual basis; however, it is likely I will require an extended, final examination based on the readings and discussions. However, I will consider other options, including perhaps a series of short papers and reviews during the course of the seminar.

COURSE PROCEDURE

Although there is some overlap in the material conveyed in the six books, we will read and discuss each text in full in the order listed below. Toward the end of the seminar, we will try to bring together commonalities and differences in the perspectives, data, methods and substantive conclusions of the authors. We will also try to do the same thing with respect to your understanding of the issues raised in the readings. It is often difficult in the United States to discuss issues of race and racism in a candid and collegial fashion. But, this is a major purpose of the seminar and students will be encouraged to speak freely and critically in a disciplined, scholarly interethnic dialogue about race and the American democracy.


Prior to reading and discussion of the assigned texts, I have placed on electronic reserve (password – WHITE) three essays that will provide some historical, theoretical and methodological contexts for our work. The first is an excerpt from Tocqueville’s classic work Democracy in America (1835). As you should know, Tocqueville’s work is generally considered the best on the subject of the American democracy and his essay on “The Three Races in the United States” is a penetrating study, which ends on a pessimistic note about the prospects for racial equality in the United States (I end We Have No Leaders with a quote from the essay). Gunnar Myrdal’s two volumes An American Dilemma: The Negro Problem and Modern Democracy (1944) is also a classic, widely renowned as the single most comprehensive study of the subject. (It is referred to throughout in each of my books and by the Thernstroms). I have on reserve his introduction to Volume I and an excerpt from Appendix 2, “Note on Facts and Valuations”, which deals with the problem of bias in social science research on race, with a particular focus on what he calls the scales of “optimism-pessimism” and “Radicalism – Conservatism”. Each of these “scales” is apparent in the assigned texts, and Myrdal’s work will be useful in providing some perspective. Finally, Mack Jones’ essay (Jones is another of my mentors) from the National Political Science Review (the annual publication of the association of black political scientists) “Political Science and the Black Political Experience: Issues in Epistemology and Relevance” (1992) deals explicitly with the issue of biases in the study of race politics by modern political science. These three essays are assigned for the second week of the semester.
Assigned Texts
The texts are to be read in the order listed:

Robert C. Smith, Racism in the Post Civil Rights Era: Now You See It, Now You Don’t (1995).

Robert C. Smith, We Have No Leaders: African Americans in the Post Civil Rights Era (1996).

Ronald Walters, White Nationalism, Black Interests: Conservative Public Policy and the Black Community (2003).

Stephan Thernstrom and Abigail Thernstrom, America in Black and White: One Nation, Indivisible (1997).

Orlando Patterson, The Ordeal of Integration: Progress and Resentment in America’s “Racial Crisis (1997).
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