Discussion Questions for Yol (The Way/Path/Road)
Yol, directed by Yılmaz Güney, 1982 (Turkey)
Names of some of the main characters:
Seyit Ali (returns initially to Konya, his wife Zine had run off to the brothel)

Mehmet (goes back to Diyarbakir; responsible for his brother-in-law’s death)

Ömer (from a Kurdish village in southeast Turkey)

Main Discussion Question(s)

What institutions of repression are depicted in this film? Which, if any, systems of power can or do the main characters break free of? 

Do we see them challenge these systems in any way? If so, how? Does it do any good?

For future discussions, consider how theories of power by Michael Mann and Michel Foucault might be applied to this film.

Finally, think about comparisons. How do depictions of power, authority, and resistance compare to previous films we have seen?

Review the discussion of Yol in Ersan Ilal’s article. How does his depiction of the film compare with your viewing?

