Study Questions for Tim Mitchell, Colonising Egypt
1. In what ways did British authorities colonize Egyptian bodies? (p. 95)

2. Did the British operate alone as “colonizers” versus “colonized”? If not, who worked with them, and why?

3. Mitchell notes the distinction drawn by colonial powers between the body and the mind (or soul). What tactics did colonial administrators use to try and colonize and control Egyptian minds? [p.100 onwards]

4. What was the “natural state” of the Egyptian character, according to the new way of thinking promoted under British rule? In what ways did British and Egyptian elites suggest it be “improved”?

5. Why did the British seek to acquire an individual hold on the body and mind? [pp. 104-105]. In other words, why did they seek to change the “natural nature” of Egyptians?

6. What was the perceived relationship between the state and citizen under the new way of thinking promoted under British rule? [pp. 108-109] How do you think this might have influenced the later policies of newly independent Middle Eastern states?

7. How, then, did the British colonize Egypt, according to Mitchell?

