Tamir Moustafa, “Law versus the State”. Discussion questions.
General questions

1. What is the paradox (or puzzle) this study examines?

2. Why doesn’t the existing literature (or analyses) on this general sort of subject help Moustafa answer this question? Where is it deficient?

3. What theoretical contribution does this study make?

4. How does Moustafa answer his puzzle? What, in other words, is his central argument or his thesis?

5. Throughout this piece, what sorts of sources does Moustafa use? How do you imagine he got them? What skills were required to do this research?

Specifics, starting from 140:

6. What impact did the 1952 coup have on legal institutions in Egypt?

7. What changes did Anwar Sadat make to the Egyptian economy after he became president in 1970?

8. What does Moustafa argues was the driving impetus for Sadat’s creation of the Supreme Constitutional Court (SCC) in Egypt in 1979?

9. What was the primary job of the SCC?

10. What protections does/did the SCC have from regime interference?

11. Working through this article, what did the SCC accomplish? What areas did it get of politics and economy did it involved in? What kinds of rulings did it make? Where did it challenge the regime?
12. What was the dominant strategy of human rights organizations in Egypt in the 1990s? Why?

13. Important bigger question: What was the relationship between human rights (HR) organizations and the SCC, according to Moustafa? How did this “transform patterns of interaction between state and society” (p. 901)? 

14. Building on this, what “synergy” is Moustafa arguing existed between courts and HR organizations? How did they support each other? Make sure you can draw the diagram without looking at it!

15. Another important question: What were the limits of SCC activism? What were the limits of reform? What does this help explain?
16. What is “insulated liberalism”? (p. 907) What does Moustafa mean by this?

17. What function did the SCC play in the structural reform program? Again, what does this help explain?

18. More generally, why did the Egyptian regime allow the SCC to be so independent for so long?
19. Important: If we were to chart relations between the regime, the SCC, and Egyptian civil society in the 1990s, what would they look like?

20. Why did the regime eventually seek to curtail the SCC? How did it attempt to do this?

21. How did the regime eventually undercut the independence of the SCC?

22. What does Moustafa identify as a key weakness of using judicial authority to challenge an authoritarian regime? (p. 925)

