GUIDELINES FOR DISCUSSION LEADERS

1) Your assignment is to LEAD a discussion, not to present a summary of the text(s) and main arguments. Presenters who simply summarize the book will be halted (mid-word, if necessary) and requested to ask questions! 

2) Option 1: Prepare a series of questions that help drive the class through the text. 

3) Option 2: Plan a class activity that facilitates discussion of the text, then work through questions. 

4) Look for themes and main points. Focus your questions on these. 

5) Try to make your initial questions specific, with answers that can be found in the texts. Try to avoid very open-ended questions, such as “What do you think of….” Avoid “giving” the class the answer or the main argument. Encourage your classmates to do the thinking for you.
6) Work from the more specific to the more general and conceptual. Before you ask whether the class finds something useful or valid, make sure they understand what it is that is under discussion. ( 

7) Avoid questions that are answered with a “yes” or a “no.” 
8) Be prepared to wait for answers. If no one pipes up, sit for a while. Make the class squirm. Sometimes it can help to re-word your question, but sometimes you’ve just got to wait.
