Subcomandante Marcos and the EZLN- Discussion

BASIC COMPARISONS

1. How does Marcos’ tone differ from Che Guevara’s? 

2. Through what process are the communiqués written? How democratic are they?

3. What grievances does Marcos outline in his chapter on Chiapas?

GOALS

4. What are the goals of the EZLN? Review all texts, especially the Second Declaration of the Lacandon Jungle What are these goals? How does this compare to Guevara? What does Marcos say about the process by which EZLN goals will be instituted in Mexico? (p. 47)

REPS OF CONTENTION

5. What repertoires of contention did the campesinos begin to use as described by Marcos on pp. 48-49 of the “Zapatistas in their own write”? 
6. What orders does the EZLN give its forces? (p. 53) How do these compare with Guevara and with typical revolutionary principles?

FRAMING

7. How does Marcos “frame” the Zapatista movement in these texts? With whom might this framing resonate? Use the First & Second Declaration of the Lacandon Jungle to discuss this as well. What various “slandering” claims does Marcos try to combat in his communiqué from pp. 55-61? Why might they be damaging? What counter-claims does he provide to try and challenge them and maintain control of EZLN framing? 

From pp. 55 and the First & Second Declarations of the Lacandon Jungle

8. Who does Marcos invite into the EZLN revolutionary movement? What role does civil society play in the struggle, according to Marcos?

9. Why did the EZLN turn to violence, according to Marcos

AUDIENCE

10. Who is Marcos’ audience in these tracts?

EVERYONE: WHAT PURPOSE DID VIOLENCE SERVE IN THIS MOVEMENT? WAS IT EFFECTIVE? WAS IT WORTH IT?

