PLSI/SOC 424

Preliminary Study Questions for Gene Sharp, From Dictatorship to Democracy
1. What are the downsides to using violence in resistance to oppression, according to Sharp?

2. What are the downsides to relying on external intervention?

3. What are some of the “traps” built into negotiation between state and democratizers? Why might democratizers want to be wary of immediate negotiation?

4. What are the sources of government power, and what does this have to do with democratizers’ strategies?

5. What are the sources of democratic social power?

6. What are some of the weaknesses of dictatorships? Do these seem like valid weaknesses? If dictatorships have these weaknesses, why don’t they just collapse without a determined social movement?

7. Read Chapter 5 carefully. What are some of the common problems of nonviolent movements? What are the four ways in which nonviolent collective action produce change? In what ways may nonviolent struggle help bring about democratization in society?
8. Why do activists need to plan? What is the problem with spontaneous action? What are some of the hurdles to planning?
9. Define the following, according to Sharp: strategy, tactics, methods.

10. What is the main point of Ch. 6?

11. What are some of the key strategic decisions democratic activists should make before embarking on action, according to Sharp? What are the scenarios they should plan for? (Ch.7) 

12. What advice does Sharp give activists regarding the initial stages of a campaign versus the later stages? What steps are important to take at the beginning, middle, and end of a campaign? (Ch. 8) 

13. How should activists deal with success, if they do manage to bring down a dictatorship?

14. What overall lessons do you take from this pamphlet? What critiques might you raise, if any?
