Discussion questions for Secret Ballot (Iran, directed by Babak Payami, 2001; 105 minutes)
“The film is in some way structured like a Persian rug. There are isolated, woven patterns, but they all resonate with one another. Sometimes, you need that empty space -- that solid color -- but you'll see later how that pattern makes sense in a broader view. You have to step farther back from it to get the broader picture.” – Babak Payami, 2001 interview

Cast: 

Election agent: Nassim Abdi

Soldier: Cyrus Abidi

* Winner of various international film festival awards
* The film is filmed on the resort island of Kish, an Iranian resort island in the Persian Gulf.

1. What competing visions of the state – and state-citizen relations—are presented in this film? What is the function of the state and the duty of the citizen, according to the election agent and to the soldier?

a. What does the state (and the law) mean to the various inhabitants of the island? What relevance does it have for them?

b. How powerful is the state and the law, as depicted here?

2. What commentary does the film make about democracy, and the process of voting? What do you think Babak Payami (the director) was trying to achieve with this film?
3. How does this film challenge or alter any preconceptions you might have had about Iranian society, politics, gender relations, and relations of power?

