PLSI 410 RPIC #2 Assignment

Your group has been assigned to provide a 2-3 page, single-spaced written report on two sets of communities or players involved in the Palestinian-Israeli conflict and in Palestinian and Israeli politics more generally. The objective of this exercise is to familiarize yourselves and the class with some of the groups involved in the conflict through the acquisition and presentation of information and perspectives (concerning your assigned players).

Your work should be precise, well documented, on topic, and free of judgments or opinions. Make sure you stick to your topic. Do not provide a history lesson unless specifically asked to present historical information. Make sure to focus on the people you are assigned to introduce (NOT on other things like cities, history, etc).

General group information:

Please exchange working emails and/or phone numbers for the purpose of this assignment. It is absolutely vital that you stay in touch with your group. It is your responsibility to ensure that the group has your contact information. Group members who do not fully participate will receive lower grades or a failing grade. It is suggested that group members select someone responsible for communication and general organization. 

Please remain civil in all correspondence and communication. 

Assignment worth: 20 points total of the RPIC assignment (10 individual grade; 10 group grade)

Instructions

A. Division of Labor 

1. Each set of communities or players comes with a set of questions or sub-topics. Please review these questions and divide them up between the group members for research and write-up. Each member of the group must be assigned a portion of the research and write-up tasks, regardless of his or her other duties within the group. 

2. Each section must note authorship. 

3. Final documents should be in 12-point Times Roman font, 2-3 pages single-spaced, and properly referenced. Please number your pages.

4. It is strongly suggested that you select one or two individuals within your group to serve as editor. Editors will receive extra credit (1-3 points depending on the quality of the document) to be counted wherever the individual most needs it. 

B. Research and sources

Research on your topic must use scholarly sources that include at least two scholarly journal articles or two scholarly books. Please cite these sources using in-text references (not just at the end of the document).  

For a reference style guide see: http://www.wisc.edu/writing/Handbook/DocAPSA.html

Some useful sources include:

Journal of Palestine Studies (scholarly journal)

International Journal of Middle East Studies (scholarly journal)

Israel Studies (scholarly journal)

The Middle East Report and the Middle East Report Online (MERIP) (periodical)

Haaretz (Israeli newspaper in English)

The Palestinian Centre for Human Rights (human rights reports)

B’Tselem (human rights reports)

The Daily Star (Lebanon) (Beirut-based newspaper in English) 

Remember you can use the JSTOR database or Academic Search Elite as well as the SFSU catalogue to find scholarly journal articles.

C. Questions and topics for write-up

Jewish communities in Israel: diversity and social cleavages

Please introduce the different Jewish communities within Israel. These should include secular, “ultra” orthodox Jewish Israelis (e.g. Orthodox, Haredi etc), and Mizrahi Jewish communities. For each community please identify: community size (actual numbers and percentages of the total population), socio-economic data (average income relative to other communities, etc), population growth, geographic distribution, education information, and any other social or demographic information. Also please give a sense of the origins of these populations (how long in Israel). Identify any distinguishing characteristics: how do these various communities differ from one another socially and politically? What internal divisions exist within these groups (if any)? How do various groups relate to one another? How would you summarize the interests/aims of the community or communities? Where generalizable, what are the primary interests (short and long-term) of this community, what sorts of concerns do members of this community tend to have?

Palestinian and other non-Jewish communities in Israel (and East Jerusalem)


1. Please introduce the main non-Jewish communities in Israel. For each community please identify: community size (actual numbers and percentages of the total population), socio-economic data (average income relative to other communities, etc), geographic distribution, education information, population growth, and any other social or demographic information. What internal divisions or differences exist within these groups (if any)?  How would you summarize the interests/aims of the community or communities? Where generalizable, what are the primary interests (short and long-term) of these communities, what sorts of concerns do they tend to have?


2. Please describe the legal, political, and economic status of the non-Jewish communities within Israel. Please give a quick historical summary of any earlier periods and a statement about their status today, making sure to note any changes of over and also variation between these communities (i.e. between Palestinians in Haifa versus East Jerusalem).

Political Parties in Israel 


Please introduce the main political parties in Israel. Include, 1) a brief history of the party, 2) basic tenets (on religion, territory, Palestinians, peace process, etc), 3) recent electoral performance and changes over time; 4) any internal divisions; 5) main constituents (supporters).

Political parties in the PA

Please introduce the main political parties in the PA. Include, 1) a brief history of the parties, 2) basic tenets (on religion, territory, Israel peace process, etc), 3) recent electoral performance and changes over time; 4) any internal divisions; 5) main constituents (supporters).

Palestinians in Gaza

Please introduce the Palestinian communities living in Gaza. Please identify: community size (actual numbers and percentages of the total population), where people live (cities, towns, urban/rural, etc), socio-economic data (average income relative to Palestinians living elsewhere, to Israelis, etc., population growth, education information, and any other social or demographic information. What internal divisions exist within Palestinians in Gaza (if any)? How are they affected by the security wall? How would you summarize the interests/aims of the community or communities? Where generalizable, what are the primary interests (short and long-term) of this community, what sorts of concerns do they tend to have?
Palestinians in the West Bank

Please introduce the Palestinian communities living in the West Bank. Please identify: community size (actual numbers and percentages of the total population), where people live (cities, towns, urban/rural, etc), socio-economic data (average income relative to Palestinians living elsewhere, to Israelis, etc., population growth, education information, and any other social or demographic information. What internal divisions (social, cultural, political) exist within Palestinians in the West Bank (if any)? How are Palestinians here affected by the security wall? How would you summarize the interests/aims of the community or communities? Where generalizable, what are the primary interests (short and long-term) of Palestinians in the West Bank, and what sorts of concerns do they tend to have?
Settler communities and the settlements themselves

1. Please give a brief overview of Israeli settlements in the West Bank (and, formerly, Gaza). Please include a) information on the number of settlements annually (since 1967); b) the location and size of settlements; c) a brief overview of the varying legal status of such settlements according to Israeli law. This entire section may be best illustrated with tables and maps, but some narrative explanation is necessary.

2. Please provide an introduction to the settler communities. Include community size, socio-economic data (average income relative to other communities, etc), geographic distribution, education information, population growth, and any other social or demographic information (i.e. religiosity, etc). What links (if any) exist between these communities and those in Israel proper?  Identify any distinguishing characteristics: how do these various communities differ from other Jewish communities in Israel socially and politically (if at all)? 

D. The next step (RPIC #3)

Each group will be asked to prepare an 8-10 minute oral presentation (using Powerpoint) on ONE of the communities they introduce in the written report. All group members must contribute to the presentation and appear in front of the class.
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