PLSI 410, SPRING 2009

Resolution of the Palestinian-Israeli Conflict Peace Proposal (RPIC) Assignment 

Parts 2a-5

Optional RPIC Assignment #2a (extra credit, 1-5 points per person)

Focused class presentation 

Based on work submitted for RPIC assignment #2, your group – or some members of it -- may opt to give a brief oral and visual presentation on an assigned topic. Each presentation should be approximately 15 minutes. Your presentation must be accompanied by visual aids (Powerpoint). 

In order to get a “pass” to present, you must email or show me a copy of your presentation at least 24 hours prior to the class in which you are assigned to present.

The way the extra credit works:

· Individual points

· More points for higher quality presentations (presentations that are off topic, incorrect, opinion pieces, or too vague will receive very few or no points)

· Individual points for: contributions to Powerpoint presentation (research, writing slides, editing, etc.), oral presentation

· Self- and group member evaluation sheet

(Optional) Assignments (in this order of presentation):

* Palestinians in Gaza: Mark, Jamal et al (Thurs April 16)

* Palestinians in East Jerusalem and Druze in Israel: Muhaned (E. Jerusalem), Richard (Druze), et al. Please make sure you provide precise and current information on their legal status. (Thurs April 16)

* Jewish communities in Israel and Israeli settlers: Harinet (on settlers), Aaron, Chaniz, Amanda et al. Please make sure settler statistics are up to date. (Tues April 21)

* Labor, Likud, Kadima, and Shas Parties: Kathleen, Matthew et al. Please make sure you use sources other than the parties themselves when assessing their platforms. (Tues April 21)

* Hamas and Fatah parties: Tayler, Rex et al. Please make sure you identify internal divisions/variations within these parties (not just between them). (Tues April 21)

* U.S. and EU policy towards Israel: Pilar et al. Please make sure you gather very precise information, especially on the U.S. ($$ in aid, historical phases, etc.) (Thurs April 23)

* The Security Wall (information presentation): Rene, Tiffany, Julia, Conor, Chris Yosmin, Jessica, Weston. Make sure you include history of the wall, maps, legal challenges, and various Israeli responses, including court responses. (Thurs April 23)

Critical points:

1- keep the power point text short and simple. Use powerpoint mostly for illustrations like maps.

2- This is a presentation of information, not a commentary. Do not use this as an occasion to express your opinion. Let facts speak for themselves – they are powerful things. Stick closely to the point. 

3- Remember you have very little time. Your information must be concise and to the point.

RPIC Assignment #3: 

Your group's peace proposal 
Your task is to come up with a preliminary peace proposal. How does your group propose resolving the conflict? For the sake of this assignment, this will require ignoring some current obstacles to serious negotiations (i.e. political intransigence among the right wing in Israel; political instability and infighting in the PA). 

For now, imagine the following: a) good faith negotiations (all parties believe the other parties are seriously seeking a long-term solution); and b) substantial third-party enforcement mechanisms (i.e. U.S., EU, UN, Arab League, etc.) that will offer considerable resources to monitor and enforce any agreement. Without needing to please everyone, your assignment must be defensible to all parties, especially to the “domestic” Israeli and Palestinian publics; and realistic, i.e. something that is politically viable. Remember that you are not drafting a plan that you (individually or as a group) WISH could be enacted, but one that you think could actually work based on available evidence. This means both sides will have to feel they are gaining something as well as making concessions. At the same time, feel free to be creative.

Proposals must include solutions to the following specific issues: 

§ Personal and national security arrangements for both nationalities (including the status of the “security wall”). 
§ The status of Jerusalem, including the Old City and religious sites. 
§ The status of Israeli settlements in the West Bank and East Jerusalem, and the status of the Golan Heights 
§ The nature of sovereignty and its constraints for both states. 
§ Rights of return for both nationalities. 
§ Palestinian refugees in the West Bank, Gaza, and neighboring states. 
§ Water rights and usage. 
§ Border demarcations, airspace, and territorial access

Additional notes and instructions:

· Your total proposal should be about 9-10 pages, double-spaced, 12-point font. You are encouraged to include supplemental maps, but this should be in addition to the required text.

· In addition to the narrative, each proposal should include a chart that summarizes what concessions will be made by each side – a sort of “who gets what, for what” table. 

· Group members should divide up research and write-up of these topics, and indicate primary authorship for each topic. Responsibility for any final editing should be noted.

·  Reports should be detailed and professionally written in the language of a “peace plan.” They should be written in neutral and opinion-free language.

· Feel free to consult other plans (i.e. the 2003 Geneva Initiative) for models of language etc, but do not simply copy or plagiarize from these. If I suspect plagiarism, your plan will be severely marked down.

Please note that plans will be distributed to the class.

DUE DATE: April 28 (electronic and hard copy)

WORTH: 50 points (25 individual; 25 group)


RPIC Assignment #4: Debate and a Proposal 
The class will meet for a night’s worth of simulated negotiations. Your tasks are as follows: 

1- Step 1: PRIOR to simulation, review and discuss all group proposals. Revise your proposals if necessary. Identify possible classroom allies (and opponents). 

2- Step 2: Formation of “working groups.” These are issue-based work groups with members drawn from all classroom groups. Membership in the working group is based on your task in your group’s peace plan. Working groups will discuss and debate resolutions to different issues (i.e. Palestinian right of return; Israeli security). Each working group will draft one proposal for the entire class to debate and vote on. 

3- Part 3: Entire class debates and votes on each issue. The approved proposals will be compiled as a final peace proposal. 

More details on procedure and grading to be provided later. 

Scheduled class simulation dates: April 22 (first work team meetings) and April 29 (full congress). Attendance and participation is mandatory to receive any credit for this portion of your RPIC assignment. 

DUE DATE: May 5 and May 7 
WORTH: 15 points (individual grading)

RPIC Assignment #5: Individual Reflection Papers


DUE DATE: May 17 (electronic and hard copy in my box or in my office)

WORTH: 10 points (individual grading)

Note: failure by any individual to participate in a written or in-class assignment will result in a zero for that individual, regardless of the overall group grade. 
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