Questions for Persepolis and class films (Iranian Journey and Paradise Lies at the Feet of the Mother)
1. Why do women wear the veil (headscarf)? Compare the reasons provided in the films and in Persepolis.

2. What role do and should women play in society, according to Muslim “tradition” and actual lived experiences? Compare some of the women in Paradise lies at the Feet of the Mother with Persepolis.

3. What does the narrator in Paradise say about the abuse of women in the Muslim world? Is it Islamic?

4. What other factors shape the status of women in society apart from religion?

5. What correlation can we see between social class and attitudes towards women in the film and Persepolis?

On Persepolis specifically:

· Is there anything surprising to you in this book?

· Is there anything confusing?

· Why did Marjane and her family challenge the Shah’s regime? 

· What did they expect the revolution to bring? How did the outcome differ from their expectations?

· What attitude does Marjane have towards God? 

· Describe Marjane’s family. What is her social class? How representative do you think her experiences were?

· How did different people, including Marjane and her family, challenge the new Islamic regime? 

· What effects did the Iran-Iraq war have on Marjane and her family? How did they cope during this time?

· Again, think specifically about the depictions of women and their relationship to the veil (or chador) in this book.

