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Course Description

From Algeria to Malaysia, peoples in and across the Islamic world are on the move, challenging states and seeking social and political change. This graduate course examines social movements in Muslim countries and societies, with an emphasis on cases from the region commonly known as the Middle East. The first part of the class is devoted to an exploration of recent social movement theory as developed by comparativists and political sociologists. The second part of the class consists of comparative studies of social movements in the Middle East and broader Islamic world. This semester, our texts will include studies of several different Islamist movements as well as movements for democracy and national self-determination. Through the prism of these readings, we will discuss the goals of movement participants, what tactics they are employing and why, and the efficacy of these movements. As you will see, a fundamental assumption of this course is that social movements in the Islamic world – even those that employ violence as a standard repertoire – are in fact comparable to other types of movements in other parts of the globe; they are not, in other words, ahistorical or fundamentally “different.” We will be studying these cases to gain insight into these movements for their own sake; to see how they support, modify, or challenge the theory we explored in the first part of the class; to identify and evaluate the kinds of arguments that academic researchers are making about these movements; and to provide you with the basic conceptual and practical skills to begin to carry out your own research on this topic. In addition to this substantive work, we will spend quite a bit of time this semester discussing how to write research papers.
Note: Although many of the cases we will be discussing are currently in the news and are important for regional and global politics, be forewarned that this is not a class on U.S. foreign policy or international politics. As this is a class based on social movement theory, we will be asking the kinds of questions relevant to this particular body of literature, so please do not take the class if you expect to engage in a more general discussion. 

Course organization

This course will be organized primarily as a seminar with a heavy emphasis on reading, discussion, and participation. Short mini-lectures will supplement the reading material where useful.

Required course texts

The following books will be read in their entirety (or something approaching it) and are available at the SFSU book shop for purchase.
· Quintan Wiktorowicz (2004), Islamic Activism: A Social Movement Theory Approach
· Mohammed Hafez (2004) Why Muslims Rebel: Repression and Resistance in the Islamic World 

· Marjane Satrapi, Persepolis

In addition, a class reader will be assigned; other readings will be posted as links from the class web site. All readings assigned for that week MUST be brought to class as they will be used for discussion. 

Course Format 

This is a reading and discussion seminar that will be conducted as a kind of workshop. It is NOT a lecture course! Most weeks of the semester, you and other students will be assigned to present or discuss readings and/or particular topics within those readings. Because of this format, it is absolutely essential that every student has completed all of the assigned reading before class and is ready to participate in discussion. Our reading load will be quite heavy – usually a book a week or the equivalent. It is strongly recommended that you start your reading early. Please contact me if you have any trouble with the reading or want some help working your way through it.

Students responsible for presenting that week’s reading must email me by 1 p.m. on Monday to review their discussion plan. 

Course Requirements
* Attendance and Participation


Because of the course format and emphasis on discussion, your attendance and participation are essential. You may miss ONE class session without penalty to your grade. Missing more than one session will reduce your participation grade by one letter grade per day missed unless you have a documented emergency.

* As noted above, you will be responsible for co-chairing several discussion sessions or portions of discussion sessions during the semester. Please see guidelines for this on the class web site.

In addition to leading and participating in class discussion, you will be asked to complete two types of written assignments and one oral assignment:

* Four, two-page (double-spaced, 12 point font) analytical papers that critically evaluate the week’s readings. In order to distribute the papers throughout the semester, I will assign each student to write on three weeks worth of readings; you may choose the remaining week. These papers are NOT summaries of the readings but must critically engage the texts. See the class web site for details. 

* 14-15 page (double-spaced, 12 point font) Research Paper

You will be asked to write a research paper on a social movement in the Islamic world. Your paper should consist of a careful analysis of a substantial body of primary and secondary material, and must directly address some issue of concern to social movement theorists (cycles of contention, choice of tactics, change in tactics or efficacy, etc). In order to ensure progress on the paper, you will be asked to turn in a brief project proposal and, later, an early draft of your introduction. Your introduction should be researched and written as if it were the final document. Your introduction must include a sentence with the words: “In this paper I will argue that________________” and must include a “roadmap” stating how your paper will be organized and how you will demonstrate your argument. Please see the class web site for more detailed instructions. Failure to follow the instructions will result in a lower grade.

*15- minute oral presentation of your research to the class using some sort of visual aids (chalk board, overhead transparencies, or, preferably, Power Point presentation). Your presentation should summarize the main points of your paper in a clear manner. The object of the presentation is both to give you practice in graduate-level presentations and to share your research findings with the class.  

Grading

Attendance and Participation: 
15%

Discussion Leading: 

5%

4 short analytical papers: 
25%

Oral presentation (graded for content and presentation): 10% 

Research Paper: 

45%

1-1.5 page introduction written as if it is the final document: 5 percent


Final 14-15 page research paper: 40 percent

Late Policies

Response Papers are a way of preparing you for class discussion on a particular text. No late response papers will be accepted unless you have a documented medical or family emergency. 

Paper topics and introductions/outlines will not be graded for credit after the due date, but I will be happy to review them for discussion about your final paper. 

Research papers will be marked down by half a grade per day (i.e. an “A” paper turned in one day late would receive an “A-”).

Other notes:

· Feel free to bring coffee, drinks, or other snacks to class. Please try to avoid smelly or messy foods.

· Please be civil at all times to everyone.

· Please turn off cell phones and other electronic items.

· In the interests of fairness, if you come more than 20 minutes late and/or leave early, you will not receive full credit for attendance/participation that day. 

· No incompletes except in case of emergency and unless considerable and demonstrable progress has been made on the research paper.

· Feel free to ask me about your grade at any point in the semester until you turn in your research paper. Please do not ask me about your grade or tell me what you expect to receive after turning in your research paper.
· Make sure all your work is your own and that you properly cite all sources. Plagiarism is the presentation of another’s words and/or ideas as one’s own without attributing the proper source. It is grounds for failure of a given piece of work, which could result in failure of the entire course; it could also result in expulsion. For more on the department’s plagiarism policy see http://bss.sfsu.edu/sguo/Advising.htm.
· If you have a physical, perceptual, or learning disability, please contact the Disability Programs and Resource Center (http://www.sfsu.edu/~dprc/) and inform me as soon as possible so we can provide appropriate accommodation

· Please let me know as soon as possible if you have any concern at all with the class.

Course Schedule

(Note! This syllabus is a living document, and it is possible that this schedule may change. I reserve the right to change it if necessary, but will provide you with adequate warning. It is your responsibility to keep up with these changes, if any are made.)

Week 1

Tuesday Aug 26 Introduction to the class

Week 2 Tuesday Sept 2 Social Movement Theory: Introduction

Topics: What is a social movement? How do we distinguish social movements from other types of political action? Why do social movements emerge when they do? What different types of social movements exist? How have different waves of theorists explained the emergence of social movements?

Reading to be discussed: 

* Tilly, “Social Movements and (All Sorts of) Other Political Interactions - Local, National, and International - Including Identities,” Theory and Society, Vol. 27, No. 4 (Aug., 1998), pp. 453-480
* Meyer, pp. 7-43 

* Tarrow, pp. 1-9; 71-90

Week 3 Tuesday Sept 9 Social Movement Theory continued

Topics: Studying the who, what, how and why of social movements (framing, repertoires of contention, institutionalization, efficacy, etc); What are transnational advocacy networks and how do they relate to social movements?

Reading to be discussed:

* Giuigni, Introduction, How Social Movements Matter
* Tilly, Conclusion, How Social Movements Matter
* Tarrow and Meyer on institutionalization

* Keck and Sikkink, Activists Beyond Borders, Introduction

* Robert D. Benford and David A. Snow, “Framing Processes and Social Movements: An Overview and Assessment,” Annual Review of Sociology, Vol. 26, (2000), pp. 611-639

Week 4 Tuesday Sept 16 Real-live movements and Social Movement Theory: Fieldwork, Critiques, and Case Studies

Guest speaker: Prof. Gilles Dorronsoro (Sorbonne U., Paris/Carnegie Institute, Washington DC) on social movement theory and case studies from Turkey and Afghanistan.

Reading to be discussed: selections from Gilles Dorronsoro, Revolution Unending: Afghanistan, 1979-present
Week 5 Tuesday Sept 23 Introduction to Islamic Activism

Reading to be discussed: Eickelman and Piscatori, Muslim Politics, pp. 3-16, 46-79;

Wiktorowitz, Islamic Activism, introduction and selected chapters 

Week 6 Tuesday Sept 30 Islamic Activism: Varieties and cases

Reading to be discussed: Wiktorowitz, Islamic Activism, selected chapters

Week 7 Tuesday Oct 7 Social Movements and Violence: Theories

Reading to be discussed: Franz Fanon, Wretched of the Earth, excerpts; Robert Pape, “The Strategic Logic of Suicide Terrorism,” American Political Science Review, Aug. 2003
Film: Battle of Algiers
Week 8 Tuesday Oct 14 Islamic movements and violence: Algerian and Egyptian cases

Why do some Islamic movements turn violent? How can we account for variations in the level of violence used?

Reading to be discussed: Mohammed Hafez, Why Muslims Rebel
Week 9 Tuesday Oct 21 Gender and Social Movements: Palestinian cases

Reading to be discussed: 

* Rabab Abdulhadi, The Palestinian Women's Autonomous Movement: Emergence, Dynamics, and Challenges, Gender and Society, Vol. 12, No. 6 (Dec., 1998), pp. 649-673

* Frances S. Hasso, Feminist Generations? The Long-Term Impact of Social Movement Involvement on Palestinian Women's Lives, The American Journal of Sociology, Vol. 107, No. 3 (Nov., 2001), pp. 586-611

* Penny Johnson and Eileen Kuttab, “Where Have All the Women (and Men) Gone? Reflections on Gender and the Second Palestinian Intifada,” Feminist Review, No. 69, (Winter, 2001), pp. 21-43
*  Julie Peteet, Male Gender and Rituals of Resistance in the Palestinian "Intifada": A Cultural Politics of Violence, American Ethnologist, Vol. 21, No. 1 (Feb., 1994), pp. 31-49

* Class presentations and research (2 people)

Week 10 Tuesday Oct 28 National movements: the Kurdish movement in Turkey

Reading: excerpts from Nicole Watts, Activists in Office: Kurdish Contention, Political Resources, and Repression in Turkey

* Class presentations and research (2 people)

Week 11 Tuesday Nov 4 (election day) Social Movements and Revolution: The Iranian case

Reading to be discussed: 

* Marjane Satrapis, Persepolis
* Misagh Parsa, “Theories of Collective Action and the Iranian Revolution,” Sociological Forum, Vol. 3, No. 1 (Winter, 1988), pp. 44-71

* Class presentations and research (2-3 people)

* Last day to turn in short papers


Week 12 Tuesday Nov 11 NO CLASS: VETERAN’S DAY 

Week 13 Tuesday Nov 18 Cases and research

More Class Presentations and Discussion (3-4 people)

Week 14 Tuesday Nov 25 NO CLASS: THANKSGIVING HOLIDAY WEEK

Week 15 Tuesday Dec 2: Cases and research

More Class Presentations and Discussions (3-4 people)

Week 16 Tuesday Dec 9 Cases and research

More Class Presentations and Discussions (3-4 people)

LAST DAY OF CLASS

Tuesday Dec 16 Research Papers due by midnight (via email)
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