Guides to Writing Short Response Papers

Think of your response paper as an evaluation, not a summary. It should focus on the content (not the form) of all your readings for your given week. This means you will want to grapple with, reflect upon, challenge, or build upon the arguments and ideas contained in the readings. Your papers should NOT: comment on how well or poorly the readings are written or organized; make policy recommendations or policy predictions; or moralize (cast moral judgment). 

The Basics:
· Approximately 2 double-spaced pages

· Due at the beginning of class, in hard copy

· All papers should have a title.

· Unless only one article is assigned, your paper must include discussion of all the readings assigned that week. You may, however, focus primarily on one reading but refer in passing to the others.

Some details:

· On first reference to the author(s), list the author’s FULL name and the TITLE of the book or article.

· When quoting, give page numbers of quotes.

· Try not to use “I” or “you.” Use formal language. 

Instructions On Content:

· Your first paragraph must include a sentence that thematically links the readings, if there is more than one. If only one reading is assigned, your first paragraph must include a sentence summarizing the main argument of the work, in your own words. Even if your critique focuses elsewhere, this tells your reader (me) that you have read and processed the main point of the reading.

· In the first paragraph your “response” should be made clear. Do NOT wait until the last paragraph to tell me what you think.

· “Responses” usually take one of the following forms: 

1. a reflection on the main points of the readings and how they add to, expand, or complicate our existing knowledge or usual interpretations

2. a comparison/contrast of different approaches taken by different authors assigned that week, and which you think is the most persuasive, and why

3. weaknesses or strengths in the authors’ argument

· DO NOT DEVOTE YOUR PAPER TO SUMMARIZING THE READING. 

· If you don’t think you can develop a response because you don’t understand the argument, e-mail me or come and visit me during office hours. 

· ONLY USE QUOTES to illustrate a point. Do not use them to state main arguments or points.
And finally:  Proof-read your paper. Is the grammar correct? Does the paper make sense? Are there words missing? 

