PLSI 720 Research Paper Requirements and Guidelines

Topic: This research paper should analyze a particular problem or “puzzle” in comparative politics. Although it needs to be theoretically informed and comparatively situated, you are encouraged to focus on one case, or on comparative cases within one state, rather than conducting an explicitly comparative case involving multiple states. This is because of the short length of the paper and the short length of time you have to research your topic.

Your paper must be on a comparative topic. It should not focus on American cases, international relations (inter-state relations, broad questions of globalization), or political theory. It should be empirical not normative.

Type of Paper: This paper is an empirically grounded analysis, NOT a description. It should include a counterintuitive puzzle (a “why question), a thesis, and empirical development of that thesis using primary and secondary sources. It should be organized conceptually not in chronological order. In addition, it should explicitly contribute to a particular comparative discussion (i.e. on democratization, nationalism, etc)
Basics: 

* Typed, 14-15 double-spaced pages, NOT including bibliography or title page

* 12-pt font
* Use sub-headings throughout the paper as signposts to remind the reader “where s/he is” in the paper.
Technical elements:

All papers must include: a title page, page numbers, AND a bibliography. A bibliography does not replace references, footnotes, etc. They are both required.
Research and references:

* GO TO THE LIBRARY! 

* All papers must be properly researched and referenced with footnotes, endnotes, or in-text parentheses. 

* You must use at least 15 sources OTHER THAN INTERNET WEB SITES. Research sources MUST include but are not limited to:

* 4 scholarly journal articles (not newspaper articles or encyclopedia articles) published after 1990

* 4 properly referenced scholarly books (not encyclopedias) published after 1990

* one primary source (government documents, memoirs, interviews, etc.) 


* All information in your paper must be properly documented. If you use more than 3 words directly taken from any source you must put it in quotes. If you use any specific information you did not know off the top of your head, you must cite it.

The paper itself

1) 1-2 pages: your paper should start with an introduction that includes a statement of the problem (puzzle; the “why question”) and an explicit statement of your answer or argument (thesis), put in the following way: 

“In this paper I will argue that_____________.” 
Your introduction should include a “road map” of your paper: how will you demonstrate your thesis? What will you look at? How is the paper laid out? This should be explicitly stated in your introduction. Your introduction should also clearly lay out what “discussion” or topic your paper contributes to.
2) 1-2 pages: demonstrate that you do indeed have a “puzzle” or a problem. Demonstrate empirically that there is a counterintuitive puzzle. Sometimes people think of this as the “background” section, but this can lead you astray; think of it instead as a brief demonstration there is indeed a puzzle to solve.
3) 8-10 pages: organize your evidence into three sections (three is the magic number) so as to demonstrate your thesis. This is the heart of your paper. Every part of it should be linkable to your thesis and develop it. THIS IS NOT A HISTORY SECTION. It should make your case.
4) a conclusion: 1-2 pages. Re-cap your argument and discuss why this case is important for people not interested in the particulars of your case but the general issue. 

Papers that do not comply with ALL the above instructions will be graded down.
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