FINAL REVIEW SHEET FOR PLSI 425 (Preliminary, May 5, 2006)
The exam will be a combination of short answer and short- and medium-essay. There may be some multiple choice questions. Please bring a blue book (any size).
KNOW YOUR ANALYSTS (authors), especially:
Michel Foucault

James Scott
Lisa Wedeen
Review the basic arguments from Franz Fanon, Joel Migdal, and Michael Mann, as well!
* Be able to identify and summarize their main arguments, including any particular terms

* Know which author goes with which argument, reading title, and models (if applicable). Don’t mix up their names!

Terms to know and precisely define from readings:

Disciplinary power

Everyday forms of resistance/weapons of the weak
Iranian Revolution
Review notes from all films viewed in class. In particular, review discussion questions for all films and readings. Make sure you know all titles from films, the names of the main characters, and which country the films were set in. Don’t get them mixed up!
Movies:

Secret Ballot

Hidden Half

Yol

Propaganda

Terrorism and the Kebab

The Extras

West Beirut 

You will not be “grilled” on films from early in the semester, but you may find it useful to draw upon them, so you might want to review your notes.

Key questions to consider 
1) What kinds of power and authority do women hold and exert in the Arab world, Turkey, and Iran, as depicted in the films we saw throughout the semester (i.e. Yol, Propaganda, Hidden Half, The Extras, Secret Ballot, Battle of Algiers, Bab al Oued city)? Compare and contrast the ways that women might influence society and politics, and the ways in which women are constrained in their influence by male-dominated patriarchal systems.
2) How powerful are so-called “Middle Eastern” states, according to the films we saw? If their power is limited, what (or why) is it limited by? What symbols are used to depict state power? Think about Yol, Propaganda, Terrorism and the Kebab, etc.
3) Be able to compare and contrast how various models of power as provided to us by Foucault and Scott might be applied to the films we have seen.
4) How is “society” represented in the films we have seen? What kinds of power does society wield? What systems of societal oppression and opportunity do we see depicted in films like Yol, Secret Ballot, The Extras, etc.?
5) Similarly, Ordinary people: what role do they play in supporting or undermining state power in the films we have viewed throughout the semester? What power do individuals have to change the system? How are state-citizen relations imagined in the films we saw that deal with this sort of theme? How do individuals cope with or challenge the political and societal power systems they encounter? What avenues and means do people have to influence the state, as depicted in these films?
