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Course Description

Why do people rebel? How do you overthrow a dictator without getting killed yourself? How useful is nonviolent direct action when your opponents have guns? Why do some social movements bring about change when others fizzle out or seem ineffective? This course on the politics of social movements examines these questions and more. Using theory, case, and activists’ perspectives, we will examine the origins and tactics of social movements, when and how they exert influence over policies and politics; and what obstacles activists face in creating and maintaining social movements. Along with our study of a broad range of theories, we will examine a number of cases drawn from around the world. This semester, our cases include the anti-Apartheid movement in South Africa, the Zapatista movement in Chiapas, and the animal rights movement in the United States. 

This is not a class on how to be an activist, but the course does seek to interweave academic theorizing on social movements with pragmatic perspectives from actual “people on the ground.” With this in mind, our readings will include a number of selections written by activists; we will invite past and present activists to class to talk to us; and we will use film and other forms of documentation to better view social movements “from the inside out.” 

Course texts 

Most course readings are available on the SFSU library e-reserve system: http://eres.sfsu.edu/eres/  Some other readings are on line. Also required is Gene Sharp, From Dictatorship to Democracy: A Conceptual Framework for Liberation. Boston: Gene Sharp, 1993/2003 (pamphlet). This is available on line at: http://www.aeinstein.org/organizations/org/FDTD.pdf
For e-reserve readings, the course password is “protest” (no quotation marks).

Course Requirements

( Attendance and participation
Our objective in this class is to create an open environment in which we can further and challenge our knowledge through discussion. Consequently, your participation is essential. You will be asked to come to class having completed the week’s readings for the day indicated and prepared to critique, support, elaborate or otherwise discuss them. You may also bring questions to class as a basis for discussion. 

Because of the emphasis on participation, attendance is essential. You may miss up to 4 classes in the semester and still receive an A for attendance and participation. Missing any further classes will lower your attendance and participation grade by half a letter grade per day.

A sign-in sheet will be passed around at the beginning of class. You are responsible for locating and signing it. Failure to do so will result in a lower participation and attendance grade.

( Reading 

You will be asked to carefully read anywhere from 30-100 pages a week. Reading is an integral element of this course and will constitute a regular basis of class discussion. If you are not prepared to read the week’s assignments and discuss them in class, please do not take the course. Short lectures often will supplement course readings, but are not intended to replicate reading assignments or discussion. For discussion purposes, you are required to bring the week’s assigned readings to class. 

( Four short writing assignments, including three sets of short analytical notes. 
You will be asked to write three sets of analytical notes on three separate weeks’ worth of readings. The instructions for the notes are available on the class web site and must be closely followed. Notes are due at the beginning of class and must be submitted in hard copy (not electronically).  The class will be divided into three sections (A, B, and C), and each section assigned 3 particular weeks’ worth of readings with a specified due date. No late assignments will be accepted (with the usual caveats of documented medical emergencies).

The fourth short writing assignment is an out-of-class assignment in which you will observe or participate in a protest or action of your choice. Further details will be distributed in class and are available on the class web site. 

If you need assistance with your writing, I am happy to help you during office hours. For writing tutoring you may also contact the Learning Assistance Center on campus: tel: (415) 338-1993, web site: www. sfsu.edu/~lac

( Two exams
There will be two exams during the semester based on readings, lectures, films, and class discussion. Exams will consist of short answer, some multiple choice, and longer essays. The second exam is NOT cumulative and will cover material from the second half of the class.

( Social Movement Research Paper
This 7-8 page research paper should analyze the politics or sociology of a social movement. It should have a clear theoretical focus, examining one or more of the following: organization, mobilization, tactics & repertoires, framing, efficacy, etc. You may do the research for your paper using traditional library sources and/or through a case study (participant-observation) involving field work with a local social movement organization. 

The paper involves three main steps: 

( one-paragraph topic statement

3 points

( 1-1.5 page introduction


12 points

( final draft




85 points
100 points total
You must sign up for your specific topic with me; no more than one student each may work on the same topic (although it is always possible to find a different time period or theoretical approach if students are interested in the same movement).

FURTHER DETAILS ABOUT THE RESEARCH PAPER ARE AVAILABLE ON THE CLASS WEB SITE.
Course Grading

Attendance & Participation

10%

3 sets of notes



15 %

Out of class assignment

5 %

Two exams: 



40%

Social Movement Research Paper 
30%

More notes of various sorts: 

1- This course will involve reading and discussion on topics some people feel very strongly about. While there will be multiple opportunities for you to express your ideas and defend your views, it is expected that discussion will always be civil, respectful of the opinions, identities, and beliefs of others, and pertinent to the day’s discussion. Our goal in this class is to create an open environment in which we can learn from one another, extend our knowledge, and challenge ourselves. In order for this to happen, everyone in the class needs to feel safe contributing his or her views. If you like to talk, please make room for others to express their views as well. 

2- Other basics:

( No Incompletes will be issued in this class unless you have satisfactorily completed the bulk of the class work with a passing grade and have a serious personal problem or emergency that prevents you from finishing the class work on time.

( Unless discussed with me prior to class, you will not receive full credit for attendance if you are more than 15 minutes late and unless you stay for the entire class session.

( Please don’t use computers in class. Take notes by hand.

( Please don’t read newspapers, books, or use headphones or other electronic devices in class. 

( PLEASE TURN OFF CELL PHONES! 

( Eating and drinking is fine, but try not to bring anything too messy or too smelly. 

( Make sure all your work is your own and that you properly cite all sources. Plagiarism is the presentation of another’s words and/or ideas as one’s own without attributing the proper source. It is grounds for failure of a given piece of work, which could result in failure of the entire course; it could also result in expulsion. For more on the department’s plagiarism policy see http://bss.sfsu.edu/sguo/Advising.htm.

Other Notes

If you have a physical, perceptual, or learning disability, please contact the Disability Programs and Resource Center (http://www.sfsu.edu/~dprc/) and inform me as soon as possible so we can provide appropriate accommodation

If any student has a concern with class discussion or any other aspect of the class please contact me as soon as possible. 
Course Schedule

(Note: this syllabus is a living document. If the need arises, our schedule may change, although I will give you adequate warning if this occurs. If you are not present in class when I announce changes, you alone are responsible.) 

PART ONE- SOCIAL MOVEMENTS IN CONCEPT AND THEORY

Week 1

Thurs Jan 24 Class Introduction
Week 2  

Reading (please print out from e-reserve): Meyer, The Politics of Protest, Ch 1; Tarrow, “Introduction” from Power in Movement, pp. 1-7; “Political Opportunities and Constraints” (Ch 5) from Power in Movement, pp. 71-90

Tues Jan 29 What are social movements? What are the “building blocks” of social movements? How do social scientists categorize different types of social movements? What differentiates them from other types of political and social phenomena?
( Group A analytical notes #1 due (on Tarrow, Introduction AND Ch. 5)
Thurs Jan 31 Why do social movements emerge when they do? 

Week 3 
Reading: Stedile, “Brazil’s Landless Battalions,” from A Movement of Movements, pp. 16-48. Meyer, The Politics of Protest, Ch 2 and Ch 3 

Tues Feb 5 Why protest? More on the causes and origins of social movements 

( Group B analytical notes #1 due (on Meyer)
Thurs Feb 7 Who protests? Why become an activist 

Week 4

Reading: Tarrow, Ch 2: “Modular Collective Action” from Power in Movement (first listing on e-reserve), Giugni, “How social movements matter,” pp. xiii-xxvi

Tues Feb 12 How social movements work: repertoires, tactics, framing  

Thurs Feb 14 How social movements matter: evaluating outcomes, and institutionalization 

( Group C analytical notes #1 due (Giugni)
PART TWO- NONVIOLENT AND VIOLENT ACTION IN THEORY AND PRACTICE 

Week 5
How do we distinguish nonviolent from violent actions? Is it okay to beak the law in the service of a social movement? Does use of physical confrontation (short of taking human life) constitute violent or nonviolent action? What is nonviolent direction action (NVDA)? What is the function of NVDA and how does it work to bring about change? If you want to engage in NVDA, what do you do?

Readings: Peter Heller, “The Whale Warriors: Whaling Wars in the High Seas,” National Geographic Adventure May 1 2006, pp. 58-64 available at:

http://www.nationalgeographic.com/adventure/0605/features/whales.html; also, Martin Luther King, “Letter from a Birmingham Jail,” (April 1963) available at: 

http://www.stanford.edu/group/King/popular_requests/frequentdocs/birmingham.pdf; 

“Speaking Stones,” Leaflets #1 and #3

also get through as much as you can of Saul Alinsky, “Of Means and Ends,” (pp. 24-47) and “Tactics” (pp. 126-161) 

Tues Feb 19 What is nonviolent direct action? Why use it? 

( Groups A analytical notes #2 due: see special questions for this week’s notes
Thurs Feb 21 More on NVDA and its uses 

( SLA research paper topic due
Week 6 

Reading: Finish Saul Alinsky, “Of Means and Ends,” (pp. 24-47); “Tactics” (pp. 126-161); Gene Sharp, “Bringing down a Dictator: A Conceptual Framework for Liberation” (whole text!). Available at: http://www.aeinstein.org/organizations/org/FDTD.pdf (may also be available in the book store)
Tues Feb 26 NVDA and its uses: Alinsky 
( Group B analytical notes #2 due (Alinsky)
Thurs Feb 28 NVDA and its uses: Sharp

( Group C analytical notes #2 due (Sharp): see special questions for this week’s notes
Week 7 
Tues Mar 4 NVDA and its uses- Otpor! film 

Thurs Mar 6 Exam #1 

Week 8 

Not all social movements are nonviolent. What different types of violent repertoires exist? Under what circumstances do activists use violent strategies of contention? Is there a substantial difference between episodic and sustained uses of violence in a social movement? What are the uses and downsides of using violent strategies? How effective are they? Why is violence more or less useful for movements in some contexts than others?

Reading: Reading: Franz Fanon, Wretched of the Earth, excerpts; Robert Pape, “The Strategic Logic of Suicide Terrorism,” American Political Science Review, Aug. 2003
Tues Mar 11 Violence as a social movement tactic: Types of violence 

( Group A analytical notes #3 due (Fanon or Pape)
Thurs Mar 13 Violent repertoires

Week 9 

Tues Mar 18 Violent repertoires

Thurs March 20 Violent Repertoires: 

Film: Battle of Algiers

WEEK 10 SPRING BREAK NO CLASS

PART THREE- COMPARATIVE CASE STUDIES 
Week 11

Reading: “Zapatistas in their Own Write,” “Our Word is Our Weapon”

Tues April 1 violent repertoires (wrap-up)
Thurs April 3 Zapatista Movement

 Guest lecturers: Hilary Klein and Amrah Salomon Johnson
( Group B analytical notes #3 due: see special notes for this week’s readings
Week 12 

Reading: TBA

Tues April 8 Zapatista Movement

Thurs April 10 Zapatista Movement

( Research paper 1.5 pages due
Week 13 

Reading: Nelson Mandela, Long Walk to Freedom, part 1, part 2, and the third part (pp. 143-166)

( Group C analytical notes #3 due: see special notes for this week’s readings

Tues April 15 Anti-Apartheid Movement

Thurs April 17 Anti-Apartheid Movement

Week 14 
Reading: TBA

Tues April 22 Anti-Apartheid Movement

Thurs April 24 Anti-Apartheid Movement/Animal Rights Movement

Week 15 
Reading: TBA

Tues April 29 Animal Rights Movement

Thurs May 1 Animal Rights Movement

Week 16 

Tues May 6 Animal Rights Movement
Thurs May 8 Exam #2
Week 17

Tues May 13 Conclusions

Thurs May 15 Conclusions: Last Day of Class

( Research Papers due electronically.
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