PLSI/SOC 424 Instructions for Analytical Notes 
Technicalities

Notes should be typed, 12 point font, single spaced, approximately 1 page total, and include your name, title of article/book under review, and author’s full name.

In general, your notes should focus on the assignment due for discussion that day, although you can and should refer to the other reading(s) in order to answer question III
* Notes should be written in formal English and use complete sentences and formal punctuation.

* Notes should be in your own words, with only sparing use of quotes.
* Avoid making moral or off-the-cuff judgments. Be rational and cool.

Basic format

Analytical notes should consist of the following items, numbered as such:

I. Statement of the problem under investigation by the analyst(s)

II. A concise statement, in your own words, of the main argument or point in the piece.

III. How this particular argument contrasts with or complements others we are reading in this week or have read in past weeks.

IV. What kind of data or evidence the analyst uses to support his/her argument(s). 

V. Strengths and weaknesses of the argument. 

VI. Your reasoned evaluation of the main argument and/or contribution made by the analyst in this work.
(V and VI may be merged if you like)
More notes on the above:

Statement of the problem (1-3 sentences):
Identify what topic is under consideration and what theme or problem the analyst’s work is addressing. This should be fairly obvious from our syllabus, but put it in your own words.

Statement of the main argument (3-6 sentences)

What is the analyst’s main argument? What key message or point do they want you to take away from their article? Do NOT quote the author in re-stating the argument. Put it in your own words.

Contrasts/Complements (3-6 sentences)

How does this argument add to, undermine, contrast with, compare with or otherwise “speak to” other words we are reading on the topic?

Data/Evidence (2-4 sentences)
What kinds of sources or evidence does the analyst use to support his/her claims? Is it quantitative or qualitative research? What language are the sources? 
Strengths/weaknesses (2-4 sentences)


Identify any key strengths or weaknesses in the argument and substantiating evidence. 
Your Evaluation (2-4 sentences)

Evaluate the work in a few sentences. Why is it important, how useful is it, are there problems with the argument, etc. Make sure you focus on the argument.  

DO not skimp on your answers! Notes should be to the point, but rich in detail! Make sure your answers demonstrate your familiarity with the text.
