PLSI/SOC 424 Assignment #1: Assessing a real-life protest event

Assignment description

The San Francisco Bay Area is a hub of social movement activity. This exercise is designed to “bring to life” many of the concepts and ideas we will be discussing in the classroom. It is easy to talk about social movements and tactics in theory; the reality of participating in or organizing a real-life protest or action event is, of course, quite different.  I would prefer it if you choose an event you feel comfortable actively participating in, but if this is not for you, you may also simply watch the event for a while (at least half an hour) and talk to some of the people involved in it. Make sure to introduce yourself, and feel free to tell them about our class. Remember you are, to some degree, representing SFSU (although not in any official capacity, of course), so please behave accordingly!

* Note: as you look at Bay Area calendars of activism, you will see many events that are not actual protests or rallies (i.e. picnics, seminars, talks, plays, etc). While these serve an important function within various social movements, these are NOT protest events and do not fulfill the criteria for this assignment. 

Questions to be answered

Please choose an off-campus protest or action of your choice and answer the following questions about it. It may help to bring these questions along with you. Responses should be typed, numbered in this order, and to the point. They do not need to be lengthy, but they should thoroughly answer each question.

1. What action event did you attend? Please list the place, date, time, and organizations involved.
2. Did you participate in this action event or simply watch? What shaped your choices? Would you do it differently next time?

3. How long did you stay for?

4. What is this action for? What are the short-term and longer-term goals of the action event? (You may need to ask people involved in the protest about this).

5. Think of Charles Tilly’s triadic dynamic of social movements (movement participants, power-holders the participants are challenging, and the community on whose behalf the participants are acting). Identify this dynamic for your case.

6. Related to this, who is the intended audience for the protest or action?

7. To what degree does the action event demonstrate WUNC? Is anything particular strong or lacking?

8. Talk to at least one person at the event. Find out something about them: why they came, how often they attend such events, how they feel about the potential effectiveness of the action event. 

9. How do passersby or audiences seem to be reacting to the event?

10. What tactics are the protesters using?

11. Briefly, what impact do you think the action event or protest may be having, if any?

12. Take a digital photo of this event (cell phone photos are fine) and email it to me.

