Middle East State-Society Relations

PLSI 420 
Fall 2005

Political Science Dept., San Francisco State University

Class Hours: Tues and Thurs 10:10 a.m.-11:50 a.m.

Class Location: BUS 120

Instructor: Nicole Watts

Office: HSS 129

Office Hours: Mon 3-4 p.m., Thurs 12-12:30 p.m. and by appointment

Office Tel: (415) 405-2470

Email: nfwatts@sfsu.edu
Class web site: http://bss.sfsu.edu/nfwatts/PLSI420Fall2005.htm

Class Description 

Like no other state in history, the modern state seeks to transform society into an image of its own making and to harness its citizens’ productive power for its own benefit. States in the Middle East have, like those all over the world, attempted this feat, with varying degrees of success and failure. This course will examine state efforts to dominate society in the Middle East and the myriad ways that social groups have resisted, assisted, and otherwise modified state rule. A main point of the course is to move away from persistent popular and academic images of the Middle Eastern state as a monolithic institution ruling over a pliant and largely helpless society, and towards more sophisticated understandings of the ways that states (and parts of states) and societies (and parts of them) affect each other around the Middle East. At the same time, we will not minimize the authoritarian nature of most states in the region, and will devote considerable time to exploring the nature of this authoritarianism and the prospects of democratization.
The course is divided into four main sections. In the first, brief part of the class, we explore the origins of the modern state’s relationship with society, in both the world at large and in the Middle East. In the Middle East, as in Latin America, Africa, and parts of Asia, 19th and early 20th century European colonialism played a critical role in reconstituting state-society relations in the 20th century. In the second part of the class, we will examine several types of Middle East regimes, focusing in particular on the nature and sources of authoritarian rule. We will also explore what goals these states have had and how they have attempted to achieve these goals. In the third part of the class, we will examine how people from all walks of life interact with state organizations to shape local and national policies, influence political discourse, and pursue political goals, even in non- or semi-democratic contexts. This section really constitutes the “heart” of the class, and we will examine a number of societal groups including tribes, Islamic organizations and movements, women, media, and human rights organizations. Finally, in the fourth part of the class we return to the topic of state power and social influence, examining steps towards democratization and political liberalization in the Middle East. How, in other words, are state-society relations being redefined and reorganized, if at all?
Course organization

The course will primarily consist of class discussion, lectures, and small-group work. We will sometimes supplement our readings and discussion with films, which will be shown during class hours. We may occasionally have a guest speaker.

The class web site (URL listed above) will post lecture notes, review sheets, guides to papers, and other materials. However, lecture notes do not substitute for in-class presence and participation, and you should not expect to simply review these and be able to do well on exams or papers.

Course Objectives

By the end of the course, you should be able to: 

· speak and write knowledgably about different types of states and social relations in the Middle East 

· identify a variety of social groups that influence political processes in various ways, even in non-democratic contexts

· posit and analyze several different theories about the sources of authoritarianism in the Middle East as well as the likelihood (or lack thereof) of democratization

· identify and critique common stereotypes about the nature of state and society in the Middle East, and where necessary, replace these stereotypes with more nuanced understandings 

Course Texts and Readings

Each week we will read anywhere from 30 to 100 pages. With several key exceptions, these will largely consist of scholarly articles from journals and books. Readings will be available in a course reader. As readings will be used as a basis for class discussion, it is important that you bring these to class. 

In addition, we will be reading Persepolis, a graphic novel by Marjane Satrapi. This can be purchased at the University Book Store.

Course Requirements 

( Class attendance and participation.

Our objective in this class is to create an open environment in which we can further and challenge our knowledge through discussion. Consequently, your participation is essential. You will be asked to come to class having completed the week’s readings and prepared to critique, support, elaborate or otherwise discuss them. You may also bring questions to class as a basis for discussion. 

Because of the emphasis on participation, attendance is essential. You may miss 4 classes in the semester and still receive an A for attendance and participation. Missing any further classes will lower your attendance and participation grade by half a letter grade per missed day.
Except in cases of medically documented emergencies or prolonged illness, being sick or having an unfortunate event (getting your car towed, extra work requirements, failed alarm clock, etc) will not “excuse” an absence. It is recommended that you “save” your absences for such events.
( Reading: You will be asked to carefully read anywhere from 30-100 pages a week (occasionally more). Reading is an integral element of this course and will constitute a regular basis of class discussion. It complements and does not duplicate what we cover in class. If you are not prepared to read the week’s assignments and discuss them in class, please do not take the course. 

( Four sets of analytical notes on an article or book in four separate weeks’ worth of readings. These are due on Tuesday at the beginning of class for the week in which the reading is assigned and must be submitted in hard copy (not electronically).They may be turned in on any Tuesday in the semester through Nov. 29 (except Thanksgiving week). No analytical notes will be accepted after this date. No “late” notes will be accepted on past week’s readings.
Analytical notes must be prepared in a standardized, typed format that includes a statement of the problem at hand, a statement of the author’s main argument, examples or evidence used to support the argument, and your evaluation of the main argument. 
For instructions on analytical notes please see the class web site. 

Analytical notes will be marked A, B or no pass. You may turn in up to two extra sets of notes to “make up” a no pass as long as they are all turned in for separate weeks’ worth of readings (in other words, you may turn in as many as six sets of reading notes but they must cover materials assigned in six different weeks).

( Middle East geography quiz. A list of countries, territories, and major bodies of water in the Middle East and environs will be handed out the first day of class. All areas/countries listed will be included in the quiz. Exams will be graded as A, B, or no pass. 
Please see the class web site for useful internet map sites 
( A mid-term and a final. These will be written, in-class exams based on readings, lectures, films, and class discussion. The final will NOT be cumulative. Except in cases of documented emergencies, there will be NO makeup exams (i.e. if you plan to leave town, make sure you leave enough time to get back even if your plane is late, car breaks down, etc.)
( An 7-8 page news-clipping based research paper evaluating a problem of state-society relations in any of the following countries or territories: Turkey, Syria, Iran, Iraq, Lebanon, Palestine (West Bank/Gaza), Israel, Jordan, Egypt, Saudi Arabia, Yemen, Oman, the UAE, Qatar, Bahrain, Libya, Morocco, Tunisia, Algeria, Afghanistan, Sudan.

This paper involves choosing a community/civil society group/pressure group within a given state; collecting (cutting, printing) a series of news stories throughout the semester on this community’s relations with the state in whose territory it resides; and writing an analysis of your topic primarily based on the news clippings you have collected. At the end of the semester you will hand in a paper, a bibliography, and all the news stories you collected. You should expect to use at least 25 different news stories.

Your analysis does not have to focus on a current state-society relationship; especially in cases in which community-state relations have changed over time, you are welcome (and encouraged) to use news archives to research earlier eras of your community’s relationship with the state.

Examples: 

* Sunni Arab relations with the Iraqi state, circa 2005

* Changing Kurdish relations with the Iraqi state, circa 1958-1968

* Jewish ultra-orthodox relations with the Israeli state, comparison and contrast, 1960 and 2000. 

* Turkish business relations with the Turkish state

* Egyptian labor unions and the Egyptian state

* Lebanese women’s groups and the Lebanese state

See the class web site for full instructions and more sample topic ideas.  

Note: ONLY one student may work on a particular topic. Students can sign up for topics throughout the semester, keeping in mind that late-comers will have fewer choices than those who decide early. 

Grading 

Class Attendance and Participation – 10 percent

Middle East geography quiz – 5 percent 

Analytical Notes – 20 percent

Midterm - 20 percent 

Final- 20 percent

News clipping-based Research Paper – 25 percent

A few notes on Grading:  Feel free to ask about the status of your grade at any point until the final exam. After the final exam, please do not inquire about your grade (or tell me what you expect) until you receive your grade.

Fair warning of various sorts: 

1- This class is not a general course on Middle East politics (for this take PLSI 410). Neither is it a course on Islam or a general forum for policy debate (i.e. concerning the 2003 U.S. invasion of Iraq or the Palestinian-Israeli conflict). Although we will touch on these topics, please do not take the class if you expect to spend significant time on them.

2- This course will involve reading and discussion on topics many people feel very strongly about. While there will be multiple opportunities for you to express your ideas and defend your views, it is expected that discussion will always be civil, respectful of the opinions, identities, and beliefs of others, and pertinent to the day’s discussion. Our goal in this class is to create an open environment in which we can learn from one another, extend our knowledge, and challenge ourselves. In order for this to happen, everyone in the class needs to feel safe contributing his or her views. Racist, sexist, and/or other generally degrading remarks towards religious groups, ethnic/national groups, and anyone else will not be tolerated. If you like to talk, please make room for others to express their views as well. 

3- Other basics:

* Try not to fall asleep in class (if you’re really in trouble, feel free to stand up and stretch).

* Try to get to class on time. If you arrive more than 20 minutes later or leave early you may not receive credit for attendance that day.

* Please don’t read newspapers, books, or use headphones or other electronic devices in class. You may use computers to take notes at my discretion; if they are being used (or seem to be being used) for anything other than this, or if they become distracting, I will ask you to turn them off.

* PLEASE TURN OFF CELL PHONES! 

* Eating and drinking is fine, but try not to bring anything too messy or too smelly.

* Make sure all your work is your own and that you properly cite all sources. Plagiarism is the presentation of another’s words and/or ideas as one’s own without attributing the proper source. It is grounds for failure of a given piece of work, which could result in failure of the entire course; it could also result in expulsion. For more on the department’s plagiarism policy see http://bss.sfsu.edu/sguo/Advising.htm.
* If you have a physical, perceptual, or learning disability, please contact the Disability Programs and Resource Center (http://www.sfsu.edu/~dprc/) and inform me as soon as possible so we can provide appropriate accommodation

* Please let me know as soon as possible if you have any concern at all with the class.

Course Schedule

A. Transformations: Theoretical and empirical foundations

How do states exert power? How do we usually conceive of state power, and what alternative ways of thinking about it have been put forth by scholars? Where is the Middle East, and what are conceptions/misconceptions do many of us have about state and society in the region? What did state-society relations in the Middle East look like prior to the 20th and 21st centuries, and what forces began to re-shape the nature of state and society in the late 19th and early 20th centuries? 

Week One: Introduction 
Aug. 25 (Thurs) Introduction to the class

Week Two: State-Society Frameworks 

Reading: 

* Joel Migdal, Strong Societies and Weak States: State-Society Relations and State Capabilities in the Third World, introduction and Ch. 1, pp. 3-40.


* Roderic H. Davison, “Where is the Middle East?” Foreign Affairs, July 1960.


* OPTIONAL: Edward Said, Orientalism (excerpt)


Aug 30 (Tues.) Theorizing State-Society Relations. Discuss Migdal.

Sept. 1 (Thurs) Studying the Middle East

Week Three: A hasty tour of transformations in Middle East State-Society Relations, 16th- 20th centuries 

Reading:

* Roger Owen, State, Power and Politics in the Making of the Modern Middle East, 3rd ed. New York: Routledge, 2004, pp. 8-26.
* Tim Mitchell, Colonising Egypt, Ch. 4: “After We Have Captured Their Bodies,” pp. 95-127.

Sept 6 (Tues) State-Society Relations in the Ottoman Empire: earlier and later periods compared 

Sept 8 (Thurs) Colonialism: Impacts and Reactions on State-Society Relations 

B. State Power: Middle East Regimes I

Why are there so many monarchies in the Middle East? Why are so many authoritarian states in the MidEast? How do authoritarian and generally undemocratic regimes establish and maintain power? What means do various undemocratic regimes use to convince their populations that their rule should not be contested too strongly, or to suppress any challenges?

Week Four: Middle East regimes - An overview  
Reading:

* Roger Owen, pp. 27-43

* Lisa Anderson, “Absolutism and the Resilience of Monarchy in the Middle East,” Political Science Quarterly Vol. 106, no. 1 1991 pp. 1-15

* “Dynasts and Nationalists: Why Monarchies Survive,” from Middle East Monarchies, ed. Joseph Kostiner, pp. 53-69

Sept 13 (Tues) Authoritarian states: various types


( Middle East Map Quiz
Sept 15 (Thurs) Monarchies etc.

Week Five: Methods of Authoritarianisms: Egypt and Iraq compared 
Reading: 

* Tamir Moustafa, “Law Versus the State: The Judicialization of Politics in Egypt,’’ Law and Social Inquiry, Vol. 28 (4), Fall 2003, pp. 883-930.


Sept 20 (Tues): Egypt and Iraq: Case studies in authoritarian regimes

Sept 22 (Thurs): Egypt and Iraq: Case studies in authoritarian regimes

C. People Power: Social Formations and Political Forces 

What links state and society in the Middle East? What social formations have political influence? How do they influence various governments in the Middle East, even when those governments are authoritarian? How do these social configurations or political forces compare with similar ones elsewhere?

Week Six: Tribes, Tribalism, and Neo-Tribalism
Tribes have often been depicted as primitive forms of states, or as functioning in direct opposition to states. What is a tribe? Do tribes still exist in the Middle East? Are they disappearing or are they still powerful? Do tribes exist in conflict with states or can they are they integral to state rule? 

Reading:
* Ibn Khaldun, excerpt from the Muqaddimah: An introduction to history, translated by Franz Rosenthal, Princeton U. Press, 1967, Vol 1 pp. 261-272.

* Excerpt from Yaşar Kemal, Memed, My Hawk, pp. 244-249.

* Olivier Roy, “Patronage and Solidarity Groups: Survival or Reformation?”  in Democracy Without Democrats: The Renewal of Politics in the Muslim World, pp. 270-281.

* Amatzia Baram, “Neo Tribalism in Iraq: Saddam Hussein’s Tribal Policies, 1991-96” International Journal of Middle East Studies, Feb. 1997, vol. 29, pp. 1-31.

Sept 27 (Tues) Tribes and Neo-Tribalism

Sept 29 (Thurs). Tribes and Neo-Tribalism

Week Seven: Civil Society and the Middle East
Reading:

* Ernest Gellner, Conditions of Liberty: Civil Society and its Rivals, pp. 1-29
* Jenny White, “Civic Culture and Islam in Urban Turkey,” in Civil Society: Challenging Western Models, ed. Chris Hann and Elizabeth Dunn, pp. 143-155
* Saad Eddin Ibrahim, “Liberalization and Democratization in the Arab World: An Overview,” pp. 29-42 

* Augustus Richard Norton, “The Future of Civil Society in the Middle East,” pp. 205-216 
Oct 4 (Tues): Civil Society in the MidEast

Oct 6 (Thurs): Civil Society in the MidEast

Week Eight: Civil Society- Media and Human Rights Orgs
Reading:

* Lisa Hajjar, “Human Rights in Israel/Palestine: The History and Politics of a Movement,” Journal of Palestine Studies 30, no. 4 (Summer 2001).


* Article TBA

Oct 11 (Tues): Civil Society: human rights orgs and media 

Oct 13 (Thurs): Civil Society: human rights orgs and media

Week Nine: Civil Society and Social Movements: Political Islam 
Reading:

* Dale Eickelman, “Inside the Islamic Reformation,” Revolutionaries and Reformers: Contemporary Islamist Movements in the Middle East, ed. Barry Rubin, pp. 203-206

Oct 18 (Tues): MID-TERM EXAM (Covers material through Oct. 13)

Oct 20 (Thurs): Introduction to political Islam 

Week ten: Islamic movements

Reading:

* Lisa Anderson, “Fulfilling Prophecies: State Policy and Islamic Radicalism,” in Political Islam, ed. John Esposito, pp. 17-31

* Neil Hicks, “Does Islamist Human Rights Activism Offer a Remedy to the Crisis of Human Rights Implementation in the Middle East?” Human Rights Quarterly 24 (2002), pp. 361-382
Oct 25 (Tues):
 Islamic movements

Oct 27 (Thurs) Islamic movements

Week eleven: Islamic and other religious Movements
Reading:

* Joel Beinin, “Political Islam and the New Global Economy: The Political Economy of an Egyptian Social Movement” The New Centennial Review 5.1 (2005), pp. 111-139 

* Sheri Berman, “Islamism, Revolution, and Civil Society,” Perspectives on Politics, Vol. 1 No. 2, June 2003, pp. 257-272.

* Zion Zohar, “Oriental Jewry Confronts Modernity: The Case of Rabbi Ovadiah Yosef,” Modern Judaism 24.2 (2004), pp. 120-131 

Nov 1 (Tues): Islamic movements 

Nov 3 (Thurs) Comparisons: Shas and the Religious Right in Israel 

Week twelve: Women and politics
Reading:

* Marjane Satrapi, Persepoplis: The Story of a Childhood


Nov 8 (Tues) Women and Politics: Iranian case study

Nov 10 (Thurs) Women and Politics: Iranian case study

Week Thirteen: More on women, politics, and popular protest
Reading (for Nov. 17, 19):

* Diane Singerman, “The Family and Community as Politics: the Popular Sector in Cairo,” in Development, Change, and Gender in Cairo: A View from the Household (Bloomington: Indiana Univ. Press, 1996)

Nov 15 (Tues) Women, politics and the popular classes

Nov 17 (Thurs) Women, politics, and the popular classes


D. State Power Revisited: Democratizing and Liberalizing Regimes 

How and why do authoritarian regimes begin to democratize or liberalize? What is the current “state of democracy” in the Middle East? Although the region remains one of the world’s least democratic, what steps (if any) have been taken towards democratization? What shape has this democratization taken? What impetus or pressure has there been for democratization, and can we ascertain to what extent it might be the result of external or domestic pressures? Do any of the social forces we have studied (e.g. political Islam, tribes) hinder democratization, or might they aid it in some way?
Week Fourteen: Resting, Reading, and Writing

Nov 22 (Tues) NO CLASS. NICOLE IN DC.

Nov. 24 (Thurs) NO CLASS. THANKSGIVING HOLIDAY.
Week Fifteen: Debates on democratization in the Middle East 
Reading: 

* Fareed Zakariya, The Future of Freedom: Illiberal Democracy at Home and Abroad, Ch. 4, “The Islamic Exception,” pp. 119-159.

* Farhad Kazemi and Augustus Richard Norton, “Hardliners and Softliners in the Middle East: Problems of Governance and the Prospects for Liberalization in Authoritarian Political Systems,” 69-89, from Democracy and Its Limits, ed. Handelman and Tessler

Nov 29 (Tues) The state of democracy in the Middle East

Dec 1 (Thurs) The state of democracy in the Middle East

( Research Papers due in class

Week Sixteen: Democratization prospects
Dec. 6 (Tues) Democratization 

Dec 8 (Thurs) LAST DAY OF CLASS -- FINAL EXAM
* This syllabus is a living document, and I reserve the right to alter it. Any changes will be announced in class and on the class web site; it is your responsibility to note them. (
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