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Study Questions for Lisa Anderson 
Anderson, “Resilience of Monarchy”
1. What is the “King’s Dilemma”? Why have scholars tended to think monarchies are outmoded?
2. How many monarchies are there in the Middle East? What is the usual explanation for why there are so many?

3. Why are cultural explanations for monarchy in the Middle East unsatisfactory, according to Anderson?

4. What alternative explanation for the existence AND survival of monarchies in the Middle East does Anderson put forth? Do you find her arguments compelling? Why or why not?

5. In what ways is monarchy conducive to state- and nation-building, according to Anderson?
6. Are monarchies in the Middle East old or new inventions? What evidence and arguments does Anderson put forth to defend her claim here? Does Islam support the idea of monarchy?
7. What advantages/disadvantages do monarchs and republican state-builders encounter in their state-building efforts, according to Anderson?

Anderson, Dynasts and Nationalists: Why Monarchies Survive

1. In what way does this piece expand on (and differ from) the other one by Anderson? What, in other words, is her key concern in this piece?

2. What several specific means to monarchs in the Middle East use to legitimize and sustain their rule?
3. Is monarchy something “old fashioned” and “antiquated”, in Anderson’s view?

