PLSI420 Review Questions for MidTerm
Exam will be closed book (no notes!) and a combination of short answer, essay questions, and – possibly – multiple choice. Please bring a blue book (small or large).
Terms: Be able to provide a thorough definition, source of the term (if applicable), and state its relevance -- why the term matters to our study of Middle East politics.

Middle East

Orientalism

Melange Model

Ottoman Empire

Millet system

Mandate system

Imperialism & colonialism

Rentier state
Civil society

Tribe

Neo-tribalism

Asabiyyah

Transnational advocacy networks
Boomerang Pattern

Information Politics

Leverage Politics

Big Questions from Readings, Films, Class Discussion, & Lectures:

Be able to discuss the following questions, and provide specific examples. Questions on the test may be drawn from these exact questions or a combination of some of them. Make sure you know which authors are responsible for which articles/chapters, and arguments. Be able to identify main arguments and how they compare/contrast with others. Make sure to review lectures, especially as they pertain to the following questions. 
1. What is Joel Migdal’s main argument in his piece on “Strong Societies and Weak States”? What is his model of state-society relations called, and how does it compare to other types of images we might have about state-society relations? How might his model apply to our study of politics in the Middle East?
2. Where (generally) does the term “Middle East” originate? What are some of the pros and cons of using the term? (Davison, Said, discussion in class)
3. What is Orientalism? What relevance does it have for our study of the Middle East today? (Said and film on Said)
4. From the 14th-20th centuries, the Ottoman Empire governed most of the region we now call the Middle East. Who did the Ottomans govern (how many communities, how much land, etc)? What were some of the key characteristics of Ottoman rule, and Ottoman state-society relations? How did Ottoman rule differ from the national states we are familiar with today?
a. What was the millet system? Why was it significant? What was the status of minorities under Ottoman rule?
5. In what specific ways did European imperialism and colonialism begin to re-shape state-society relations in the Middle East? How did the Ottomans respond to European encroachment?
a. Drawing on Tim Mitchell, describe some of the tactics of control that shaped European governmental rule in Europe and elsewhere after the 1700s.

b. What were some of the specifics ways in which politics and the nature of power changed under the influence of colonialism and imperialism? (Owen)
6. What was the Mandate system? Which European countries governed which territory under the Mandate system? Be able to describe some of the ways in which colonial authorities sought to establish their influence.
7. What are some of the longlasting ways in which European imperialism and colonialism affected the peoples and countries of the Middle East? (Owen, Mitchell, Migdal, Said, lectures)?
8. Are most states in the Middle East authoritarian? If so, what supporting evidence can you bring to bear on this question?

9. What are some of the different types of authoritarian regime in the Middle East, and what are some of the ways in which they extended their authority (Owen, lectures)
10. Similarly, what are some of the ways that authoritarian regimes maintain power? Be able to discuss generally and drawing more specifically on the cases of Qatar, Jordan, and Egypt (as discussed in class lectures). Be able to compare and contrast the tactics used by these regimes.
11. Lisa Anderson: Are monarchies in the Middle East old or new (or traditional), and why have they existed for as long as they have?
12. Why would an authoritarian regime such as the Egyptian one establish a court that might challenge its authority, according to Tamir Moustafa? What relationships existed between the Supreme Constitutional Court, the Egyptian regime, and non-governmental organizations? How did they support or undermine each other? What can this tell us about authoritarian regimes more generally?
13. What are tribes, in the Middle Eastern context? What are some of the typical but not universal characteristics of tribes? Are tribes today “traditional”? What relationships are there between tribes and states? How are tribes mythologized in film and fiction? How have tribes been changed by modernization and state centralization? Know the main arguments on tribe-state relations in Olivier Roy and Amatzia Baram.
14. What have tribe-state relations looked like in the Jordanian case in the 20th century? How have the two affected each other?

15. What is civil society? How do scholars define it? Does civil society exist in the Middle East? How might scholars such as Ernest Gellner, Jenny White, and Mustafa Kemal al-Sayyid differ on their answers to these questions? What argument does Jenny White make about our considerations of civil society in the Middle East?

16. How are human rights organizations supposed to work? That is, how are they supposed to be able to bring about political reform? (Keck and Sikkink, plus class discussion)

17. What are some of the challenges facing human rights organizations in countries in the Middle East? Discuss using the cases of Egypt (Tamir Moustafa), Turkey (class discussion), and the Palestinian Authority (Lisa Hajjar).

