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Course Description

The part of the world we most commonly call the Middle East is today the focus of considerable attention – most of it negative. This introductory course on the politics of the Middle East is designed to help you get beyond the headlines and TV news to understand some of the region’s most important political dynamics. We will do this by examining who holds power and how political decisionmaking is made in countries around the Middle East, and at efforts to change this status quo through reform and revolt. The course is divided into two parts. Part one, “Diversity and Common Threads,” offers a very brief overview of the political systems, history, and cultures of the region. An important part of this discussion will involve an assessment of how “we” as Americans continue to treat and view the peoples who inhabit this part of the world. In Part two, “Case Studies in Politics and Dissent,” we will explore key political actors, decisionmaking processes, and challenges to state authority in several countries and political administrations. This semester, our case studies are on politics in Turkey, Iraq, Israel-Palestine, and Saudi Arabia.

You should note that the Middle East is a large and very diverse area that encompasses many different places, politics, and people; this class by no means attempts to cover all of them. The material we examine should, however, give you a solid background on some of the region’s key political dynamics and some of the conceptual and historical tools necessary to explore them further. 

Course format
This course will be a mixture of lectures, in-class discussion of assigned readings, small group work, short simulations, and other class activities. In addition, a key element of the class organization and required work will be a semester-long group project on the Palestinian-Israeli conflict, culminating in a proposal for a peace plan. This simulation will require extensive group work, some of which will require outside meetings.

Class Web Site

You will find some but not all lecture outlines (posted after the date on which they were delivered in class), test review questions, simulation materials, and other instructional material on the class web site. However, a substantial amount of the class material you will be expected to know will not be on the web site.
The class web site is: 
http://bss.sfsu.edu/nfwatts/plsi410MiddleEastPolitics2009.htm
Course Texts:

Readings are available in a reader that will be sold in class. 

Course Requirements

* Attendance

Because of the simulation and group projects, your attendance is critical to the success of the class. You may miss four class sessions during the semester without penalty to your grade, with the exception of key group project and simulation dates, for which attendance is mandatory for all class members. (See schedule below for these dates.)  A roll sheet will be handed out at the beginning of class; you are responsible for signing yourself in. Please remember to sign in. If you miss more than four class sessions or miss a mandatory project date, your attendance grade will be marked down by half a letter grade per missed day. “Save” your class absence for possible illness or emergencies.

* Reading 

This class involves a substantial reading load, anywhere from 50-120 pages a week. Please do not take the class unless you are prepared to do it. You will be asked to read all the assigned material carefully, bring the texts to class, and be prepared to discuss them. Texts are supplementary to lectures and will not usually replicate information given in class. Key arguments and ideas in the readings will be on quizzes and on exams.
* Participation

This class is about all of us getting together and learning from each other. Your preparation and participation is thus essential. Please come to class having completed the assignments and prepared to contribute to discussion. For some weeks, I may ask you or your RPIC group to prepare certain questions, texts or topics for presentation/discussion. Your participation grade will be based on your attendance and contributions to group and larger discussions. It will not be based on “how brilliant your remarks are” but on your effort to grapple with the assigned material in a constructive fashion. In addition, please note the following:

Many of the topics we will be discussing are very controversial. For some of you, discussing the Palestinian-Israeli conflict is not a matter of history or politics but an intensely personal matter. Incorporating your voices and experiences into the classroom is one of the most important things we can do here. Nonetheless, all students are expected to:

· Remain civil in class and in writing. No slandering or generalizations about any community or individual will be tolerated. 

· If you disagree with something that is said, take issue with the material, NOT with the individual. De-personalize your comments. Remember that your fellow students are here to learn, not to be berated or put in their place.

· Be tolerant of different perspectives. 

· Refrain from expounding on your personal views or issuing recriminations. There are other venues for this.

* Geography Quiz 

You will be asked to take a geography quiz of the Middle East and North Africa. The quiz will include a map and a short-answer section (major cities). A list of places you are expected to know, along with links to practice maps, is available on the class web site. 

* Analytical Notes on Readings

Our readings consist of two main types of texts: text-book style selections and scholarly journal or book articles. You will be asked to write two sets of analytical notes on the “scholarly journal”-style readings. The class will be divided into sections A-D. Each section will be assigned two sets of notes. Each set of notes must be turned in the day it is due. Absolutely no late notes will be accepted.

* Two exams

There will be two exams during the semester. Exams will cover lectures, readings, and other class activities. The format will usually be a mixture of short answer, short essay, and multiple choice. Exams will not be comprehensive, although some questions may ask you to compare analysts covered in different parts of the class. (i.e. the 2nd exam is NOT cumulative for the entire semester). 

A review sheet for each exam outlining the material you will be expected to know will be made available on the class web site in the week prior to the exam. There will be no make up exams except in cases of a documented medical or family emergency. 

* Project on a Resolution for the Palestinian-Israeli Conflict (RPIC)

This semester-long assignment involves multiple steps and assignments, group work, research, writing, and a simulation. Some portions of the assignment are individually graded; other portions will receive a group grade. For further details see the class web site.

Each part of the project is worth a certain number of points, adding up to 100 points total. Once during the semester you will be asked to conduct a self- and peer evaluation of your own and your teammates’ work. This will help me assign the individual grades and make sure groups are working effectively. 

Note: failure by any individual to fully participate in a written or in-class assignment will result in a zero for that individual, regardless of the overall group grade. 

Course Grading

Attendance and Participation: 10%

Geography Quiz: 5 %

Two sets of analytical notes: 10%

2 Exams: 45%

RPIC Projects 30% 

Other notes 

· Please turn off cell phones, music, and other electronic items. I reserve the right to ask you to turn off your laptop if I deem it a class distraction. 

· Feel free to bring food or drink to class, but please be considerate and don’t bring smelly or messy food.

· Make sure all your work is your own and that you properly cite all sources. Plagiarism is the presentation of another’s words and/or ideas as one’s own without attributing the proper source. It is grounds for failure of a given piece of work, which could result in failure of the entire course; it could also result in expulsion. 

· In the interest of fairness, students who arrive more than 20 minutes late or leave early will NOT receive credit for attendance.

· No incompletes will be issued in this class unless a significant portion of the course work has been completed, and in cases of emergency.

· No make up exams without a documented medical or family emergency.

· Feel free to ask me about your grade at any point in the semester until the last day of scheduled class. Please do not ask me about your grade or tell me what you expect to receive after this point.
· If you have a physical, perceptual, or learning disability, please contact the Disability Programs and Resource Center (http://www.sfsu.edu/~dprc/) and inform me as soon as possible so we can provide appropriate accommodation.
· If you have any concerns at all with the class, please notify me as soon as possible so we can try to do something about it. 

(Please go to the next page for the course schedule.)

Course Schedule

* Please note that unless indicated otherwise, readings should be completed by the Tuesday of the week for which they are assigned. Also please note that any page numbers are from the original texts, not the texts of the reader.

PART ONE: DIVERSITY AND COMMON THREADS


WEEK ONE - Introductions

Reading/preparation (for Thurs): 

* “On Orientalism: An interview with Edward Said” available for viewing on YouTube at: http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xwCOSkXR_Cw
* Roderic H. Davison, “Where Is the Middle East?” Foreign Affairs, Vol. 38, No. 4 (Jul., 1960), pp. 665-675, available via SFSU Library, JSTOR database at: http://www.jstor.org/stable/20029452
Tues Jan 27 Introduction to the course

Thurs Jan 29 Studying the Middle East: Defining “the Middle East,” Orientalism, and other matters

√ Reader sold in class: bring check or cash

WEEK TWO – Political and Cultural Diversity

Reading:  

* Roger Owen, Introduction and Ch. 2-3 (pp. 3-63 of the original text) 

* Lisa Anderson, “Absolutism and the Resilience of Monarchies in the Middle East,” Political Science Quarterly Spring 1991 (look ahead in the reader to find this)
Tues Feb 3 Cultural and Political Diversity: A Comparative Overview of Peoples and Regime Types

√ RPIC Assignment #1 Due

Thurs Feb 5 Cultural and Political Diversity: A Comparative Overview of Peoples and Regime Types
WEEK THREE – Common Threads

Reading: 

* Review Owen’s Introduction

* William Cleveland, Ch 1-2, also part of Ch 3 (pp. 37-51)

* Andersen, Seibert, and Wagner, Ch 4-5 pp. 43-71

* Owen, Ch 9, “The Politics of religious revival,” pp. 173-197 

Tues Feb 10 Islam and The Ottoman Legacy
√ Group A Notes #1 Due (on Owen, Ch. 9)

Thurs Feb 12 Imperialism, Colonialism, and Independence 

√ Geography Quiz

PART TWO THEMES AND CASES: CASE STUDIES IN POLITICS & DISSENT

WEEK FOUR  - The Turkish Political System

Reading: 

* “Henry Barkey and Omer Taspinar, “Republic of Turkey,” pp. 12-44.

* Jenny White, “The Ebbing Power of Turkey’s Secularist Elite” 

Tues Feb 17 Politics in Turkey (Nicole in New York at the ISA conference)
Thurs Feb 19 Politics in Turkey

√ Group B Notes #1 Due (on Jenny White’s article)

WEEK FIVE - Politics in Turkey

Reading: 

* Nicole Watts, “The Missing Moderate”

* Nicole Watts, “Pro-Kurdish Activists in Office…”

* International Crisis Group, “Turkey and Europe: The Decisive Year Ahead” 

Tues Feb 24 Politics in Turkey

√ Group C Notes #1 Due (on “The Missing Moderate” article)

√ Group D Notes #1 Due (on “Pro-Kurdish Activists in Office article)

Thurs Feb 26 Politics in Turkey

WEEK SIX – Across the border: From Turkey to Iraq

Reading:

Judith S. Yaphe, “Republic of Iraq,” pp. 114-152.

Tues March 3 Politics in Turkey: A brief simulation
Thurs March 5 Politics in Iraq

WEEK SEVEN - Politics in Iraq

* Juan Cole, “Iraq: The Necessary Withdrawal” (http://www.thenation.com/doc/20090112/cole)
* International Crisis Group, “Iraq After the Surge,” Parts I and II

Tues March 10 Politics in Iraq

Thurs March 12 Politics in Iraq

√ RPIC Assignment #2 due

WEEK EIGHT - Iraq and a mid-term

Tues March 17 Politics in Iraq: A second brief simulation
Thurs March 19 Exam #1
WEEK NINE – HOLIDAYS (No class)

March 24, March 26: Spring Break
WEEK TEN

Reading:

* Bill Cleveland, “Israel and the Palestinians from 1948 to the 1970s”

* Bernard Reich, “State of Israel”

* Glenn Robinson, “The Palestinians” 

Tuesday March 31 NO CLASS (Cesar Chavez Holiday)

Thurs April 2 Into to Israel-Palestine (Nicole in Exeter, UK, for Kurdish conference) 

WEEK ELEVEN - Politics in Israel-Palestine

Reading: 

* David Newman, “From Hitnachalut to Hitnatkut: the Impact of Gush Emunim and the Settlement Movement on Israeli Politics and Society”

* Ian Lustick,” To Build and be Built by: Israel and the Hidden Logic of the Iron Wall”

Tues April 7 Israel-Palestine

 (on Newman)

√ Group A Notes #2 Due (on Newman)

√ Group B Notes #2 Due (on Lustick)

Thurs April 9 Israel-Palestine

√ RPIC Assignment #3 – first set of presentations

WEEK TWELVE - Politics in Israel-Palestine

Reading: 

* Ali Jarbawi and Wendy Pearlman, “Struggle in a Post-Charisma Transition: Rethinking Palestinian Politics After Arafat”
Tues April 14 Israel-Palestine

√ RPIC Assignment #3 – second set of presentations

√ Group C Notes #2 due (on Jarbawi and Pearlman)

Thurs April 16 Israel-Palestine

√ RPIC Assignment #3 – third set of presentations
WEEK THIRTEEN - Saudi Politics

Reading: 

Sebastian Maisel, “Kingdom of Saudi Arabia”

Tues April 21 Politics in Saudi Arabia
Thurs April 23 Politics in Saudi Arabia

WEEK FOURTEEN - Politics and Dissent in Saudi Arabia

Reading:

* Gwen Okruhlik, “Networks of Dissent: Islamism and Reform in Saudi Arabia”

Tues April 28 Saudi Arabia

√ Group D Notes #2 due (on Okruhlik)

Thurs April 30 Saudi Arabia

WEEK FIFTEEN - RPIC Assignment #4 (Peace Congress)

Tues May 5 Palestinian-Israeli Peace Congress 

Thurs May 7 Palestinian-Israeli Peace Congress

WEEK SIXTEEN - End of the Course

Tues May 12 Conclusions

Thurs May 14 Exam #2 (Last day of class)
Tuesday May 17

RPIC Assignment #5 due in hard copy and electronically
* Please note that this syllabus is a living document and subject to change.
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