PLSI 410 Exam #1 Review Sheet

This exam will be a combination of multiple choice, short answer, and longer answer. Please bring a blue book (any size). The exam will be closed book.

There are three main emphases on this exam: Middle East “foundations” (politics of the Ottoman Empire, colonialism, introduction to Islam); overviews of regimes in the Middle East; and the case study of Turkey and the Kurdish conflict.
Terms, places, events, people, definitions and, where applicable, their RELEVANCE

 Middle East

Ottoman Empire (main characteristics and most important points, approximate geographic breadth and dates)

Millet system

Sunni 

Shiism (including beliefs and customs as compared to Sunni Islam)

Dhimmi

Pillars of Islam

Orientalism (as defined by Edward Said)

Imperialism

Colonialism

Tanzimat

Balfour Declaration

Husayn-McMahon correspondence

Sykes-Picot Agreement

Mandate System

Definitions of democratic and authoritarian regime as discussed in class lecture

Kemalism and its “six arrows”

Secularism in the Turkish context

Treaty of Sevres (implications for Turkey)

Justice and Development Party (AKP)

Republican People’s Party (CHP)

Kurdistan Workers Party (PKK)

Democratic Society Party (DTP)

Key analysts and arguments. Make sure you know the AUTHORS’ names and which authors are responsible for which texts. Be able to identify the key arguments as discussed in class.
* Lisa Anderson on absolutism and monarchies

* Edward Said documentary/interview on Orientalism
* Roger Owen, Ch 9 on the politics of religious revival (shared ingredients of most modern politico-religious movements, etc, as discussed in class) 
* Jenny White (on current Turkish politics)

* Nicole Watts (why so difficult for Kurdish parties to be “moderate”? Some of the methods used by pro-Kurdish mayors to promote their cause)

* Main points from the ICG article on Turkey’s relations with the EU 

Big Questions to research and ponder

Class discussion and lecture must be used to help you draft answers to the following. ON THE EXAM, YOUR ANSWERS SHOULD DEMONSTRATE DEEP FAMILIARITY WITH THE CLASS LECTURES, DISCUSSIONS, AND READINGS (i.e. you should not simply “say what you think” without close reference to the assigned materials). Review all lectures and class discussion notes.

1. Rationales for and against conceptualizing of the Middle East as “one area.” 

2. Explanations (in brief) for the rapid political expansion and durability of Islam in the 7th and 8th centuries

3. In what ways did the political structures and political dynamics of the Middle East change between the early 19th and the mid-20th century? What, in other words, were some of the key political transformations, and what prompted these changes? 

4. How would regimes in the Middle East and North Africa be classified according to traditional political science definitions of “democratic” and “authoritarian” governance, and what factors might complicate these categorizations? Be able to provide examples.

5. What did Ottoman government look like? What were some of the key characteristics of Ottoman rule and Ottoman state-society relations? 

6. Who colonized the Middle East, why, when, and how did they do so? What were some of the immediate and long-lasting transformations brought about by colonialism?

7. In what ways has Turkey’s political history defied easy classification (i.e. as democratic or authoritarian), and what are some of the main causes of this complexity? 

8. What sorts of steps did the Turkish state take to try and consolidate power and authority within the country after the creation of the Turkish Republic in 1923? How did different groups in Turkey respond to these efforts?

9. Who are the key political players in Turkey’s politics today, and how do they differ or agree on some of the main questions facing the country in terms of its politics and political orientation? (i.e. the Kurdish question, secularism, EU membership, etc.)

10. How would you summarize the key players, main grievances and objectives, and modes of struggle concerning the Kurdish conflict in Turkey today?
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