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Introduction to Comparative Politics
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Access class materials through the class home page: http://bss.sfsu.edu/nfwatts/PLSI250.htm

Course Description:

This course is an introduction to comparative politics, a sub-field of political science. Very generally, comparative politics is about who has power, how those who have political power keep it, and when, how, and why power changes hands. What makes comparativists different than other political scientists is the fact that they seek answers to these questions by studying real-life politics in countries all over the world. By comparing and contrasting domestic political dynamics and political systems in different places, as well as studying politics within countries, comparativists hope to gain a better understanding of both similarities and differences in political systems and political dynamics around the world.

Although comparative politics was traditionally dominated by the study of political institutions and governance, the field today is large and diverse, including social movements, political economy, electoral systems, dictatorship, revolution, democratization, nationalism, ethnic conflict, and many other topics.

As an introduction to comparative politics, this course will: 

· introduce you to the field and some of its most important past and present theorists

· provide you with some of the key conceptual and practical tools necessary to navigate the field successfully, 

· offer you an introduction to some of the most important issues comparativists are examining today, with an emphasis on the diversity of political arrangements that exist around the globe 

· through short simulations and case studies, help you understand the political decision-making processes undertaken by peoples in other parts of the world

In part because the field is so diverse, the course will not attempt to cover every important sub-field of comparative politics; it should instead be thought of as a sampling of important issues and theories. Similarly, the course does not pretend to represent all regions of the world but is weighted in favor of case studies outside western Europe and North America. These are cases traditionally underrepresented in comparative politics. 
The class is divided into three main units. Part One, Comparative Politics as a field of study,
is an introduction to the field of comparative politics and how comparativists do their work. Part II, Concepts, big thinkers, and big theories, introduces a number of key concepts and theories designed to help us answer some of the “big questions” in comparative politics. Thus we will discuss the state and its powers, conflict and some of its sources, nationalism, etc. This unit will include a case study and short simulation on politics in Afghanistan. Part III, The Nuts and Bolts of Political Systems: Regimes, how they work, and how they change, examines democratic, semi-democratic, and authoritarian systems, how they work, and how they change. It will include a case study and simulation on democratization in Turkey.

In general, our theoretical discussions are illustrated by short case studies of various countries. Although each case will involve some background information, the case studies will not be general overviews of the politics or history of the place but an application, testing, and expansion of theory to real life. 

On a daily basis, the class will primarily consist of lectures, discussion of readings, and group activities. 
Required Texts:

Readings for the first week are available on-line. For the remainder of the semester, required readings will be in a class reader. Readers must be brought to class as they will be used during class discussion.
Course Requirements:

* Attendance. Because a good part of our class time will be spent in discussion and exercises, attendance is required. You may miss up to four class sessions without penalty to your grade, with the exception of certain simulation days when attendance is required. If you miss more than four class sessions or if you miss a mandatory day, your attendance grade will drop by half a letter grade per missed session. A sign-in sheet will be passed around the class; you are responsible for signing it on a daily basis. You are responsible for any material missed. There will be no make-up exams unless you have a documented medical emergency. Exam review sheets and some lecture outlines will be posted on the class web site. However, not all lecture and discussion material will be posted on the site, so do not expect to be able to only use these materials and still do well on exams.

* Reading: Close reading of about 40-60 pages a week. Reading assignments are an integral part of this class and are intended to supplement (not duplicate) lectures and in-class discussion work. You will be asked to closely read the assigned materials, take notes on them, and bring them to class as a basis for discussion. 

* Geography quiz: 

You will be asked to locate about 50 countries around the world on a blank outline map. The list of countries is available on the class web site. All the listed countries will be on the quiz. 

Note: The class web site has useful Internet links to reference and practice maps. 

* 3 in-class exams: 
These will consist of short identifications, multiple choice, and short (2-3 paragraph) essays on the unit just completed. Exams will be based on readings, lectures, discussion, simulation, and films. Some exams will be longer than others, and the exact value of the test for your grade may vary accordingly. There will be no makeup exams unless you have a documented medical or family emergency.
* “Politics as Puzzle” Assignments and Short Research Paper:

You will be asked to complete two brief “politics as puzzle” assignments and a short research paper. The assignments are an integral part of the paper-writing process and will be used to help you choose and focus your paper topic. The paper itself will be 7-8 pages plus references; detailed instructions for the two short assignments and the paper will be posted on the class web site and MUST BE FOLLOWED.  Please note that you must follow the exact format described in the instructions (and turn in everything associated with it) or you will receive a very low grade.

Non-required extras:

There are two types of extra credit opportunities available throughout the semester. 

1- Attendance at extra-credit lectures, and short write-up concerning the lecture. Throughout the semester there will be a number of lectures by SFSU or other speakers that relate to themes in our course. I will provide an ongoing list of such opportunities and post them on the class web site. To receive extra credit points for such an event you must write a short response. See the class web site for details.

2- Extra credit “pop quizzes” on reading assignments and/or lectures. I may offer an occasional pop quiz on the assigned reading or lectures as an extra credit opportunity. In the event of such quizzes, they will be issued in the first five minutes of the class. There will be no “make-up” opportunities.

You may receive a maximum of 10 extra credit points in the semester.

Course Grading:

Geography quiz: 5 percent

Attendance and Classroom Participation: 5 percent 

3 Exams: 60 percent 

Politics as Puzzle Assignments: 10 percent

Short Research Paper: 20 percent

A note on grading:  Feel free to ask about the status of your grade at any point until the last exam. After the last exam, please do not inquire about your grade (or tell me what you expect) until you receive your grade.

Notes: Our goal in this class is to create an open environment in which we can learn, extend our knowledge, and challenge our ideas. In order for this to happen, everyone in the class needs to feel safe contributing his or her views. While there will be multiple opportunities for students to express their ideas and put forth arguments on various topics, it is expected that discussion will be civil, respectful of the opinions, identities, and beliefs of others, and pertinent to the day’s discussion. Some of the topics we will be discussing this semester are ones that some people may feel strongly about; because of the importance of these topics, it is all the more critical to approach them with an open mind. Racist, sexist, and/or other generally degrading remarks towards religious groups, ethnic/national groups, and anyone else will not be tolerated. If you like to talk, please make room for others to express their views as well. 

( There will be NO incompletes in this class unless you have completed the bulk of the work with a passing grade and have a family or medical emergency that prevents you from completing the last part of the class.

( Please turn off cell phones, music, and computers.

( Try not to fall asleep in class (if you’re really in trouble, feel free to stand up and stretch, jog in place, etc.).

( Please try to get to class on time. If you are more than 20 minutes late or leave early, you will NOT receive credit for attendance that day.
( Please don’t read newspapers, books, or use headphones or other electronic devices in class. 

( Eating and drinking is fine, but try not to bring anything too messy or too smelly. 

( Make sure all your work is your own and that you properly cite all sources. Plagiarism is the presentation of another’s words and/or ideas as one’s own without attributing the proper source. It is grounds for failure of a given piece of work, which could result in failure of the entire course; it could also result in expulsion. 

EMAIL policy:

Because of the very high number of emails I receive daily, I cannot respond to all my email. For the most part you should expect to confine your use of email correspondence to: a) scheduling a meeting; b) discussion of ideas about your research paper; or c) urgent issues (personal emergencies that are interfering with your ability to continue in the course, etc). Please keep the following in mind:

* In general, I will not answer questions about the class material, exam review sheets, or reading via email. It is expected that you will ask questions about the material during class time or during office hours.

* You do not need to email me if you are going to miss a class unless you are going to miss an exam or required simulation day. (But remember that there are no make-up exams except in cases of documented emergency!). 

More Notes

If you have a physical, perceptual, or learning disability, please contact the Disability Programs and Resource Center (http://www.sfsu.edu/~dprc/) and inform me as soon as possible so we can provide appropriate accommodation. 

If any student has a concern with class discussion or any other aspect of the class please contact me as soon as possible. 

(Please see the next page for the class schedule.)

Course Schedule

Please note that the numbers for the reading are the numbers of the original texts, NOT the numbers of the reader! Readings should be completed by the Tuesday of the week in which they are assigned, unless you are otherwise notified.

Part I Comparative Politics (CP) as a field of study


Week 1- Introductions

Reading: “What is Comparative Politics?” pp. 1-10, by Jeffrey Kopstein and Mark Lichback, available at: http://assets.cambridge.org/052184/3162/excerpt/0521843162_excerpt.pdf
Tues 1/27 Class Introduction

Thurs 1/29 Why compare, comparing what and how many: the contours of the field 

Week 2 – Studying Comparative Politics

Reading/Viewing:

* Watch short film and interview with Edward Said, “On Orientalism,” available on YouTube at: http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xwCOSkXR_Cw
* Michael Sodaro, “Comparative Politics: What is it?” pp. 3-7, and “Critical Thinking about Politics,” pp. 56-75 

* Also start reading for the next week because there is a lot.

Tues 2/03 Studying People and Politics in Other Parts of the World: Pitfalls and Precautions 

Reader sold in class

Thurs 2/05 How comparativists work, how and where they get their information.

√ Geography Quiz 

Part II Concepts, big thinkers, big questions, and big theories

Week 3 – Concepts etc

Reading:

*Max Weber, “From Max Weber: Essays in Sociology,” ed. by Gerth and Mills 

* Karl Marx and Fredrich Engels, “The Communist Manifesto,” excerpt 

*Patrick O’Neil, “States,” from Essentials of Comparative Politics, pp. 20-43

* Sodaro, “Ideology,” pp. 270-278

Tues 2/10 Big questions and concepts in CP: states, governance, and bases of authority

Thurs 2/12 Big questions and concepts in CP: Political decisionmaking, political control and change, and political conflict 

Week 4 – Concepts in practice: A case study

Reading:

*Thomas Barfield, “The Roots of Failure in Afghanistan,” in Current History, Dec 2008.

* Seth G. Jones, The Rise of Afghanistan's Insurgency: State Failure and Jihad,” in International Security (April 2008)
Tues 2/17 Case Study: State, authority, governance, and conflict in Afghanistan (Nicole in NY)

Thurs 2/19 Case Study: State, authority, governance, and conflict in Afghanistan 


Week 5- From Afghanistan to nationalism

Reading (for Thursday):

* O’Neil, “Nations and Society,” pp 44-55

* Ben Anderson, Imagined Communities 

* Michael Hechter, Containing Nationalism, pp. 1-17, 24-29

Tues 2/24 Case Study: State, authority, governance, and conflict in Afghanistan (simulation)

√ Politics as Puzzle Assignment #1 due

Thurs 2/26 Big questions and concepts in CP: Nationalism and nationalist conflict

Week 6- Nationalism and Ethnic Conflict

Reading:

* Hechter, Ch. 8

Tues 3/03 Nationalism and nationalist conflict

Thurs 3/05 Case study: Nationalism and nationalist conflict

Part III Nuts and Bolts of Political Systems: Regimes, how they work, and how they change

Topics: Democracies, Semi-democracies, Welfare states, Monarchy, Authoritarian systems, Totalitarian states, Rentier states, Security regimes – and transitions from one to the other
Week 7- Introduction to democracies



Reading:

* Dahl, Polyarchy, pp. 1-8; and “On Democracy”

* Sodaro, “Democracy: How Does it Work? State Institutions and Electoral Systems,” pp. 185-206

Tues 3/10 Exam #1 


Thurs 3/12 Introduction to democratic and semi-democratic systems 

Week 8- Democracies and semi-democracies

Reading:

*Samuel Huntington, The Third Wave (excerpt)

* Larry Diamond, “Is the Third Wave Over?”

Tues 3/19 Democracies, semi-democracies and their variations

Thurs 3/19 Democracies, semi-democracies and their variations

Week 9 – Vacation
3/24, 3/26 SPRING BREAK

Week 10- Vacation and more on democracies

Tues 3/31 NO CLASS- Cesar Chavez Day

Thurs 4/2 Democracies, semi-democracies and their variations (Nicole in Exeter)

Week 11 – Democratization and a case stusdy

Reading: 

* Paul Kubicek, “The European Union and Grassroots Democracy in Turkey,” Turkish Studies, September 2005

* Henry Barkey and Omer Taspinar, “Republic of Turkey,” pp. 12-44.

Tues 4/7 How do semi-democratic regimes become more democratic? 

Thurs 4/9 Case study on Turkey: How do less democratic regimes become more democratic? 

√ Politics as Puzzle Assignment #2 due

Week 12 – Democratization: a case study

Reading: Prepare for simulation

Tues 4/14 Case study on Turkey: how do less democratic regimes become more democratic? (simulation)

Thurs 4/16 Exam #2
Week 13 – Authoritarianism etc

Reading:


*O’Neil, “Authoritarianism and Totalitarianism,” pp. 110-133.

Tues 4/21 How to write research papers, plus in-class writing exercise

Thurs 4/23 Authoritarian systems, monarchies, totalitarian states, etc

Week 14 – Authoritarianism continued
Reading: 

Larry Diamond, “The Democratic Rollback: The Resurgence of the Predatory State,” in Foreign Affairs, March/April, 2008. http://www.foreignaffairs.org/20080301faessay87204-p10/larry-diamond/the-democratic-rollback.html
* Lisa Anderson, “Absolutism and the Resilience of Monarchies in the Middle East,” Political Science Quarterly Spring 1991, pp. 1-15.
Tues 4/28 Authoritarian systems, monarchies, totalitarian states, etc

Thurs 4/30 Authoritarian systems, monarchies, totalitarian states, etc

Week 15- Case studies in bringing down authoritarian regimes

Reading: TBA

Tues 5/5 Short case studies: How do authoritarian regimes change? The fall of Milosevic in Serbia.

Thurs 5/7 Short case studies: How do authoritarian regimes change? South Africa and the end of the Apartheid state.

Week 16 – Research paper and last exam

Tues 5/12 Conclusions

√ Final research paper due (politics as puzzle paper)
Thurs 5/14 Exam #3
THIS SYLLABUS IS A LIVING DOCUMENT AND MAY BE ALTERED IF THE NEED ARISES. IF SO, YOU WILL ALL BE PROMPTLY NOTIFIED IN CLASS AND ON THE CLASS WEB SITE. HOWEVER, IF YOU MISS CLASS DURING AN ANNOUNCEMENT, YOU ALONE ARE RESPONSIBLE FOR ANY PROBLEMS RESULTING IN YOUR LACK OF KNOWLEDGE OF THE SCHEDULE CHANGE.
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