PLSI 250 Research Paper: Assignment #1: Finding a Topic

1. Select a news articles on politics in a country other than the United States (yes, this includes Canada!). The article should be authored by Associated Press, the New York Times, or Reuters, and should be at least 6 paragraphs long.

2. Read the article. It must be included with your assignment.

3. In 2-3 sentences summarize the main point(s) of the articles. 

4. Imagine you are talking to an uninformed friend, or someone who has been stuck on a desert island for a year or two. In 3-4 paragraphs provide a) sufficient background to put the article in context for the uninformed, and b) explain why the article has been written: in other words, what is noteworthy (or newsworthy) about the news? Why does the event have import? This part of the assignment will require a little research and reading. 

5. List the sources of your background information. Your information should be drawn or confirmed by credible sources. You should have at least two different sources. 

6. Identify 2 “why questions” or puzzles you might ask about the news contained in the article and/or the background context that you have provided. Consider what has been left out or unexplained, either in the article itself or in the background you have provided. The “why question” should not be one that asks for more information but one that asks for more analysis.

7. Pick the one question you think is most promising for future research and provide 1-2 sentences saying why. This will form the basis of your research topic.

Remember the following:
1- Your article and questions should concern events WITHIN a country, and not between countries.  It should be CP and not IR, in other words.

2- Your question (and topic) for your paper probably will focus on a question concerning ONE country (not more than one), but there should still be a comparison grounded in a time-based change or a geographic variation.
