PLSI 250 

Exam #1

Review Sheet
The exam will be a combination of short definitions, short answer/essay, and multiple choice. Pay close attention to the readings by Sodaro, Weber, Barfield and Seth Jones (as well as the others).

Exam is closed book, closed notes, no electronic items. You will have the whole class period to complete the test. 

Topics and analysts to review 

· Precise definitions of Comparative Politics (CP, primarily from lecture and from the piece by Kopstein and Lichback)
· Why compare, and the pitfalls of comparison 

· Origins & evolution of CP

· Paradigms in CP (rational choice, institutionalist, culturalist – very rough ideas about what these are and how they differ from one another)

· quantitative vs qualitative studies (and evidence), sources of information in CP studies

· How we do CP: looking at data and coming up with questions (similar to the class exercise on this)

· Main tasks of the comparativist (from lecture)

· Definitions of the state, as defined by each of the following: Sodaro, Migdal, Weber

· Main characteristics of the state (Sodaro and lecture)

· Differences between a state, regime, and government (Sodaro)

· Ways in which modern states are different than those in the past

· Models of state-society relations (as discussed in class), and the “mélange” model (class discussion)

· Marx and Weber readings: Main arguments, terms, definitions, analyses, how they compare with each other, what each contributed to our study of CP.

· States and their competitors: case study in Afghanistan

· Key players in contemporary Afghan politics and how they would view the Taliban and the central Afghanistan state

· History of Afghanistan as discussed in class lecture, primarily in relation to the question of why the central Afghan state is so weak

· Explanations for the Taliban insurgency in contemporary Afghanistan

· Explanations for the insurgency and weak state in Afghanistan:Thomas Barfield and Seth Jones

Terms, names, etc. to know (be able to define these, use them in context, and provide examples where applicable)

Comparative politics

Dependent variable

Independent variable

Modernization theory

Orientalism (from Edward Said)

Qualitative evidence

Quantitative evidence

Empirical analysis
Charismatic, rational-legal, traditional authority (Weber)

Bureaucracy (characteristics, why it is hard to dismantle, etc, from Weber)

The state 

Sovereignty

Autonomy

Legitimacy (Sodaro, as well as the discussion from Weber)

Taliban

Karzai

Rentier state

Mujahidin

* Nations and Nationalism will be on the next exam (not this one)

Remember you need to be precise in your wording and definitions!


