Review Topics for PLSI 250 Exam #2 –Nations, nationalism, democracy, and democratization

Exam format will be a choice of short answer, medium-answer, and multiple choice. 

Terms, Definitions Etc
(Use definitions as covered in class lectures and readings. Be precise! On the definitions of nations and nationalism know whose definition it is.)
Nation 

Nationalism

Ethnic identity (O’Neil)

National identity (O’Neil)

Democracy

Electoral democracy

Liberal democracy

Electoral system

Snap Elections

Vote of confidence

Presidentialism/parliamentary government 

Single-party majoritarian government; majority coalition government; minority government

semi-presidentialism
Cohabitation

Topics: 

Nations & nationalism

· Some of the historic factors that facilitated the rise of nations and nationalism 

· Some of the causes of nationalism – why, in other words, might a community today promote a nationalist ideology when it had not done so before? Be able to identify some clear causes as well as some common but not sufficient factors.

· Means of state-building nationalism: how states promote a sense of nationhood
· Several myths and correctives about nationalism AND ethnic conflict
· Different types of nationalism (Hechter)

ON democracy, be able to define, compare, and provide main characteristics, as well as discuss pros and cons 
· Minimalist vs maximalist definitions of democracy

· Parliamentary System

· Presidential System

· Electoral systems * (Study these well)

· Proportional representation

· Plurality systems (also know by their other names)
· Majority system
· List system voting (Closed/preferential lists)
· Two-round voting
· Hurdle or threshold (see Sodaro, for instance)

· Different types of parliamentary governments: single-party majoritarian government, majority coalition government, minority coalition government (see Sodaro)

· Federal system

· Unitary system

· Pros and cons of various democratic arrangements

· Brief case study on France (basics of the French system as discussed in class)=

· * IF we get to it on Tuesday: Brief case study on Turkey as a semi-democracy: why would we consider it a semi-democracy (and not, for instance, an authoritarian system or a fully liberal democracy), reasons for this lack of full democratization as discussed in class

· The “Third Wave”
· French presidential-parliamentary system of governance
- Dual executives: What are the benefits/drawbacks?
- Unitary center-periphery relations in France: benefits/drawbacks 

Readings

Know the authors’ names, their main points, and/or arguments
· O’Neil on ethnic groups and nations

· From Benedict Anderson, “Imagined Communities” : Sources of the rise of national identity

· From Hechter, “Containing Nationalism” (along with the above)-

· Hechter’s argument about the causes of nationalism. Be exact.

· Hechter’s 4 typologies of nationalism including his graphic, and cases that illustrate these typologies. Make sure you understand the difference between state-building and peripheral nationalisms
· Hechter’s primary suggestion for how to resolve or defuse nationalist conflict (from the reading)

· Robert Dahl, “On Democracy” reading- main points and arguments of this article

· Robert Dahl, Polyarchy. (Especially the 8 main attributes of a democratic system, according to him; see PowerPoint as well).

· Sodaro, terms and topics (also outlined above)
· Samuel Huntington and his arguments about the Third Wave

· * If we discuss it on Tuesday: Larry Diamond, “Is the Third Wave Over?”

