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Course Description

Like no other state in history, the modern state seeks to transform society into an image of its own making and to harness its citizens’ productive power for its own benefit. This graduate course examines theories on the state, society, and how they influence each other. At the heart of the course are questions concerning domination, power, dissent, and resistance. Why do contemporary states have so much power? What kinds of power do states exert, and how? Why, despite formidable resources, don’t states always get what they want? How do people challenge, support, and otherwise undermine state authority? Does this differ from place to place? These are some of the questions we will be considering throughout the semester.

Much of our theory draws on experiences of state building and authority in western Europe. While we will necessarily incorporate this work into our considerations, this class places special emphasis on examining state-society relations outside western Europe and North America (e.g. in Asia, Africa, South America, etc.), and specially in the Middle East and North Africa. This is in part because states in these areas today face greater challenges to their rule than in western Europe and North America. It is also because states in the non-western world tend to be seen in popular and academic studies as monolithic institutions ruling over a pliant and largely helpless society. A main point of the class, then, is to push us towards more sophisticated understandings of the ways that states (and parts of states) and societies (and parts of them) affect each other, even in less-than-democratic or authoritarian regimes. 
The course consists of three main types of work (conducted more or less simultaneously). First, we will read and discuss theories of the state and state-society relations. Second, we will engage in case studies of state-society relations in particular countries. Third, we will carry out our own research projects based on case studies in countries of Asia, Africa, or South America. As part of this we will spend considerable time discussing how to write analytical papers.

Student Learning Outcomes

By the end of the course, you should be able to: 

· Speak and write knowledgably about different theories on states and state-society relations across the comparative politics literature

· Identify a variety of social groups that influence political processes in various ways, even in non-democratic contexts

· Identify and critique common stereotypes about the nature of state and society in the Middle East and the non-western world, and where necessary, replace these stereotypes with more nuanced understandings 

· Research and write well-structured, analytical short- and long-papers

· Effectively deliver oral presentations of your ideas 

Alignment of department and course goals

SFSU’s Political Science Graduate Program seeks to train its students in the tools and theories of political science so as to provide them with professional training and greater knowledge of American and world politics. This course offers training in the practical skills (oral presentation, research, writing) necessary to accomplish these goals as well as in-depth exposure to key themes in literature in comparative politics.

Course Texts

Joel Migdal, State in Society: Studying how states and societies transform and constitute one another
Patricia Woods, Judicial Power and National Politics
James Scott, Seeing Like a State
Thomas Blom Hansen, ed. States of Imagination
Other readings will be available electronically through the Internet or on e-reserve.

Course Format 

This is a reading and discussion seminar. It is NOT a lecture course! Our time in class will be spent discussing the readings as a group. Sometimes I will ask students to lead discussion on particular texts (or sections of them) or give supplementary short lectures. Because of this format, it is absolutely essential that every student has completed all of the assigned reading before class and is ready to participate in discussion. Our reading load will be heavy – usually a book a week or the equivalent. It is strongly recommended that you start your reading early. Please contact me if you have trouble with the reading or want some help working your way through it.

. 

Course Requirements

* Attendance and Participation

Because of the course format and emphasis on discussion, your attendance and participation are essential. You may miss ONE class session without penalty to your grade. Missing more than one session will reduce your participation grade by one letter grade per day missed unless you have a documented emergency.

What does “participation” mean? To receive a high grade for participation you will need to come to class prepared and willing to discuss the texts in a constructive manner. This requires a) preparation, b) thought, c) willingness to talk and share your ideas, and d) civility and willingness to share the floor with others. Be prepared to be called on by name to summarize main points, offer critiques, etc.

In addition to participating in class discussion, you will be asked to complete two types of written assignments and one oral assignment.

* Three, two-page (double-spaced, 12 point font) analytical papers that critically evaluate the week’s readings. In order to distribute the papers throughout the semester, I will assign each student to write on three weeks worth of readings; you may choose the remaining week. These papers are NOT summaries of the readings but must critically engage the texts. See the class web site for details. 

* 15-18 page (double-spaced, 12 point font) Research Paper

You will be asked to write a research paper analyzing some aspect of state-society relations in the non-Western world. Your paper should consist of a careful analysis of a substantial body of primary and secondary material, and must deal with a question of state-society relations as raised in the course reading. In order to ensure progress on the paper, you will be asked to turn in a brief project proposal and an introduction and outline of your introduction. Your introduction should be researched and written as if it were the final document. Your introduction must include a sentence with the words: “In this paper I will argue that________________” and must include a “roadmap” stating how your paper will be organized and how you will demonstrate your argument. Please see the class web site for more detailed instructions. Failure to follow the instructions will result in a lower grade.

*10-minute oral presentation/discussion of your research to the class that includes a handout with a brief outline of your paper. Your presentation should summarize the main points of your paper in a clear manner. The object of the presentation is both to give you practice in graduate-level presentations and to share your research findings with the class.  

Grading

Attendance and Participation: 20%

3 short analytical papers: 20%

Oral presentation (graded for content and presentation): 10% 

Research Paper: 50%

1-1.5 page introduction written as if it is the final document: 5 percent


Final 14-15 page research paper: 45 percent

Late Policies

Analytical papers are a way of preparing you for class discussion on a particular text. No late analytical papers will be accepted unless you have a documented medical or family emergency. 

Late research papers will be marked down by half a grade per day (i.e. an “A” paper turned in one day late would receive an “A-”).

Other notes:

· Feel free to bring coffee, drinks, or other snacks to class. Please try to avoid smelly or messy foods.

· Please be civil at all times to everyone.

· Please turn off cell phones and other electronic items.

· In the interests of fairness, if you come more than 20 minutes late and/or leave early, you will not receive full credit for attendance/participation that day. 

· No incompletes except in case of emergency and unless considerable and demonstrable progress has been made on the research paper.

· Feel free to ask me about your grade at any point in the semester until you turn in your research paper. Please do not ask me about your grade or tell me what you expect to receive after turning in your research paper.
· Make sure all your work is your own and that you properly cite all sources. Plagiarism is the presentation of another’s words and/or ideas as one’s own without attributing the proper source. It is grounds for failure of a given piece of work, which could result in failure of the entire course; it could also result in expulsion. 

· If you have a physical, perceptual, or learning disability, please contact the Disability Programs and Resource Center (http://www.sfsu.edu/~dprc/) and inform me as soon as possible so we can provide appropriate accommodation.

· Please let me know as soon as possible if you have any concern at all with the class.

Course Schedule

* Please note that due to the California budget crisis and mandatory no work/furlough schedule, this class has modified meeting days and will NOT meet on Monday Sept 7 (Labor Day Holiday), Monday Sept 28, and Monday Nov 16. However, there will also be at least one extra session scheduled later in the week (to work on research papers, primarily) to make up some of this time.

Session 1-Monday Aug 31 Introduction to the class and to the modern state.

Reading to be discussed: 

Max Weber, “Politics As A Vocation,” from the beginning to the paragraph that begins “Before discussing 'professional politicians' in detail,” available at: http://www.ne.jp/asahi/moriyuki/abukuma/weber/lecture/politics_vocation.html
Joel S. Migdal, Ch. 1 State in Society, pp. 3-40

No class Sept 7: Labor Day

Session 2-Monday Sept 14. Theories on State, Society, State-in Society.

Joel S. Migdal, State in Society (rest of the book)

Session 3-Monday Sept 21.  Case Study – Israel and its courts.

Patricia J. Woods. 2007. Judicial Power and National Politics: Courts and Gender in the Religious-Secular Conflict in Israel. 

No class Sept 28: Furlough Day BUT read ahead because it is heavy going

Session 4- Monday Oct 5. Theories on governance, state, and the political field.

Foucault, Michel.  1994 “Governmentality.” In The Essential Foucault: Selections from the Essential Works of Foucault 1954-1984. Nicolas Rose, & Paul Rabinow, eds,  pp. 229-245. New York: The New Press.

Bourdieu, Pierre. 1999. “Rethinking the State: Genesis and Structure of the Bureaucratic Field.” In State/Culture: State Formation After the Cultural Turn, pp 53-75.

Akhil Gupta. 1995. “Blurred Boundaries: The Discourse of Corruption, the Culture of Politics, and the Imagined State.” American Ethnologist, Vol. 22, No. 2 (May, 1995), pp. 375-402 Stable URL: http://www.jstor.org/stable/646708
Session 5-Monday Oct 12 Case studies on government, population, and space.

Thomas Blom Hasen and Finn Stepputat,” Introduction: States of Imagination”, in States of Imagination, pp. 1-40

Akhil Gupta, “Governing Population: The Integrated Child Development Services Program in India,” in States of Imagination, pp. 65-96

Finn Steputat, “Urbanizing the Countryside” in States of Imagination, pp 284-312

Sarah Radcliffe, “Imagining the State as A Space,” in States of Imagination, pp. 123-145

Fiona Wilson, “In the Name of the State? Schools and Teachers in an Andean Province,” in States of Imagination, pp. 313-344

* Paper topic due

Session 6-Monday Oct 19 Case studies on state-society relations in Turkey.

Ceren Belge, “Kinship Networks and Kurdish Resistance in Early Republican Turkey,” forthcoming.

Nicole Watts, Activists in Office: Kurdish Ethnic Politics in Turkey, Preface and Ch 6

Berna Turam, 2007, Between Islam and the State: The Politics of Engagement, Ch 1 and Ch 2 (pp. 16-66) 

Kerem Öktem (2009) “The Nation’s Imprint: Demographic Engineering and the Change of Toponymes in Republican Turkey,” European Journal of Turkish Studies, available at http://www.ejts.org/document2243.html 

No class Oct 26 Univ. Furlough Day. Read ahead on James Scott

Session 7-Monday Nov 2 Creating legibility.

Scott, J. C., J. Tehranian and J. Mathias, 2002. “The Production of Legal Identities Proper to States: The Case of the Permanent Family Surname,” Comparative Studies in Society and History 44 (1): 4-44. Stable URL: http://www.jstor.org/stable/3879399
James Scott, Seeing Like a State, Introduction through Ch. 5  (pp. 1-180), and Ch. 10
* Paper introductions due

Session 8-Monday Nov 9 Beyond state and society? Other actors

Keck, Margaret, and Kathryn Sikkink. 1998. Activists Beyond Borders: Advocacy Networks in International Politics. Ithaca: Cornell University Press (excerpts)

Other articles TBA

* Begin research presentations

No class Nov. 16. Nicole in Turkey/Iraq
No class Monday Nov 23 Thanksgiving Week

Session 9-Monday Nov 30  Governmentality and state-society relations: Egyptian cases.

Mitchell, Timothy. 1999. “Society, Economy, and the State Effect.” In State/Culture: 

State-Formation After the Cultural Turn. Edited by George Steinmetz. Ithaca, NY: Cornell University Press. pp. 76-97

Tim Mitchell, Colonising Egypt (selections)

Tamir Moustafa, Law versus the State: The Judicialization of Politics in Egypt,


 Law & Social Inquiry, Vol. 28, No. 4 (Autumn, 2003), pp. 883-930

Stable URL: http://www.jstor.org/stable/1215790
Session 10-Monday Dec 7. Applying theories to cases and questions. 

Reading TBA
Session 11-Monday Dec 14. Last Day of class. Research presentations.

* Research Papers due Weds Dec 16
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