PLSI 250

Research Paper Short Assignment #2:

Sources and References

One of the keys to a good research paper is knowing where to find high-quality, reliable information. This assignment is intended to help you learn where to find and how to use such sources.

1. Using the research question you have formulated in assignment #1, identify and describe 10 different sources you will use to help you research the topic.

Your sources must include the following:

* At least 1 primary source (this may include a newspaper from the region that is in a language you could read). Other sources might include novels, government documents, etc.

* At least 3 scholarly journal articles published after 1990 (make sure it is a scholarly journal article and not a news periodical. Time magazine and the Economist are NOT scholarly journals!)
* At least 3 scholarly books that include:

· 2-3 “area studies” (region/country specific) books on the politics of the country involved in your case, published after 1990
· at least one theory book (NOT country specific) that might add to your understanding of the problem described. A general theory book is one that proposes theoretical problems and answers, NOT limited to one case. You cannot use theory books from our class. The book(s) you choose must have been published after 1990.

* At least one internet source other than an encyclopedia. Ideally, it should be specific to your country or topic.
Tip: For a very useful evaluation of using the Internet for research, see:

“The Good, The Bad & The Ugly:or, Why It's a Good Idea to Evaluate Web Sources,” available at: http://lib.nmsu.edu/instruction/evalcrit.html. For even more information see:

http://www.slu.edu/departments/english/research/page02.html

Divide each type of source by category.

3. In YOUR OWN WORDS annotate (describe) each source. In 3-4 sentences please a) describe what sort of information or argument is contained in the source; and b) what part of your paper you think it might help you research. For parts of the paper think about: Will it help you with the “set up” to the question you are asking? (i.e., the background that justifies that there is a real puzzle), will it help you with general comparative context? Will it help you develop your thesis (answer)? Etc.

4. MAKE ABSOLUTELY SURE your work is in your own words. DO NOT SIMPLY CUT AND PASTE FROM OTHER PEOPLE’S WORK. If I suspect you are cutting and pasting I will ask you to tell me about your source orally, and if you can’t do it you won’t get credit for it!!!!

