Discussion Questions for Joel Migdal, Strong Societies and Weak States
1. What is a “strong” state and a “weak state” according to Migdal? Do you agree with these terms and definitions?

2. What is the central question (main puzzle) of the book, and how does Migdal answer it? What, in other words, is his main argument?

3. Where have our (and political leaders’) ideas about the role of the state come from, according to Migdal? Why, in other words, do states have high expectations for what they can achieve?

4. On pp. 18-19 Migdal lists 4 main goals of modern state leaders. What are they?

5. What is different about the state today than, say, 400 years ago, according to Migdal?

6. How does Migdal define the state? 

7. What is Migdal’s model of state-society relations? What does he call it? What kind of an image does it suggest of states and the societies they seek to rule? To repeat, then, what is Migdal’s main theory about why states don’t always get what they want?

8. How can we “measure” a state’s degree of social control, according to Migdal?

9. What are strong societies?  Who challenges the state for power, according to Migdal?

