Discussion Questions for Albert Memmi, The Pillar of Salt

Common themes to compare and contrast in both works- colonization, organization of colonization, methods of colonization, decolonization processes

1. Who is Alexandre Mordekhai Benillouche (AMB)? What various identities does he inherit and take on at various books throughout the book?

2. In what ways does AMB (and his identities) challenge and complicate our preconceived ideas about identity in the Muslim world?

3. What attitudes does AMB exhibit towards these identities? Why are these various identities problematic for AMB? In what ways does he challenge them at various times? What impact does WWII have on AMB and his identities?

4. What does the title of the book refer to?

5. Drawing on Mann’s IEMP model, what sorts of power do we see operating in this book? Which seems to be the most influential for someone like AMB?

6. What might Franz Fanon say about AMB and this book? How do the two works support or contradict one another?

7. What might this book help us understand about colonialism and the problems of post-colonialism? 

Discussion Questions for Franz Fanon, The Wretched of the Earth
1. How is the colonial world organized, according to Fanon? How does Fanon define decolonization? What does it entail?

2. Throughout this piece, how does Fanon view violence (relative to the struggle for liberation)? Why or why not is it necessary? What does it accomplish?  (see both the early pages of this piece and the latter ones).

3. What effect does colonization have on the individual and on the community, according to Fanon? What effect does decolonization have on the community?

4. How does Fanon view different groups of people within the Algerian community? What role do the Fellahin (peasants) and the urban intellectuals play, for instance? How does this compare to Memmi? Who are the “colonialist bourgeoisie” and how does Fanon view their suggestions for non-violent strategies?

5. Following on this, how does Fanon view non-violence and compromise? Why or why won’t it work?

6. How do you think violent liberation struggle will affect post-colonial politics?

