Theories on Power: The Death Star and beyond (Migdal and Mann- Star Wars exercise scenarios not included here)
General pre-questions

1.  What key questions is Mann trying to explain in this piece? What is his objective (or what are his objectives)? 

2. What key question is Migdal trying to explain in his piece? 

3. If you had to draw a diagram of how power was distributed in the Galactic Empire, what would it look like?

Migdal

1. What are typical definitions of states? (see p. 111) How does Migdal define the state? (see p. 63 and elsewhere). What distinguishes it from other sorts of social organizations? (see p. 63). What problems does Migdal raise with typical definitions of the state? (pp. 112-113).

2. What are the basic “rules of the game” that state and society may struggle over? Provide some examples.

3. At the top and again at the bottom of p. 64 Migdal sets out a basic argument regarding what can limit state capabilities. What is his argument?

4. What is a transformative state? 

5. What are the five types of social forces and groups that can impinge on state officials? (p. 116).

6. What is Migdal’s anthropology of the state? What use is it?

Mann

1. How does Mann say he views society? What is society NOT, according to him? [see pages 1, 13]
2. What is power and what are the 4 different kinds of social power Mann describes? 

3. How does diffuse power spread? 

4. How can those at the top control those at the bottom, according to Mann? In other words, what do levels of power (or the amount of power people have) ultimately depend on? 

5. So, following from this, why do “the masses not revolt”, according to Mann?

6. What are the four sources and “organizations” of power, according to Mann ? [pp. 22-28]

7. Do you agree with Mann’s understanding of political power? How might it compare with Migdal? 

8. How would you define or describe Mann’s IEMP model of social power in your own words? Do you find it useful? Why or why not?
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