PLSI/SOC 424 Discussion Questions for Nelson Mandela, Long Walk to Freedom
1. What was apartheid, specifically? When and how did it begin, and how did it affect blacks and other non-whites (see pp. 111; 121-122).
2. What political changes or “opportunities” prompted the ANC to switch from legal protest to civil disobedience in 1949? (pp. 110-115)

3. What repertoires of contention did ANC organizers use after 1949? What was the Defiance Campaign? (pp. 113-118; 122-139)
4. What specific tactics did the state use to try to suppress protest and the ANC? (see p. 135 for one tactic; p. 144 again, for instance).
5. Why did the ANC decide to use non-violence during this time (the late 1940s and 1950s)? (pp. 127-128)
6. What internal and external challenges did the ANC and the anti-apartheid movement face in the 1940s and 1950s?

7. What impact did the Defiance Campaign have? 
8. What “influential allies” or other less influential allies might the anti-apartheid movement have had, at this stage and later? (This is not made very clear in the chapter, but use your imagination).
9.  What effect did banning have on Mandela and others? (related to #6)
9. How did the ANC attempt to get around the state’s restrictions on its activities? What problems did they run into?

10. How does Mandela view the use of violence? How do Mandela’s comments on violence compare with Gandi’s and Alinksy’s views? 

11. What was the “antiremoval campaign” and what problems did its organizers run into? Why wasn’t it particularly effective?

* Think about all of this in the context of our broader theoretical discussions!

