Foucault and Scott discussion questions 

FOUCAULT

Ch. 1 The Body of the Condemned
1. Why do you think Foucault began his book the way he did?

2. What is the primary EMPIRICAL question that Foucault deals with here?

3. How did punishment and condemnation change in this time?

4. How, in general did the nature of power change in this time? How does power work today in a way that is different than in the past? 
5. How does Foucault define/describe power? How might this compare to the other theorists we have read?
5. What is the relation between power and knowledge, according to Foucault?

 Ch 3: Panopticism
1. What is Panopticism? How does it work? Why is Foucault concerned with it?

2. What are the two images of ‘discipline’ that Foucault outlines on p. 161 of the reader?

* Reader is missing pp. 210-211 of the original text. Skip over and continue reading

3. What, then, is disciplinary power? What are its triple objectives?
4. How might this theory of power relations be applied to our study of the Middle East?
SCOTT

1. What is Scott’s main complaint about the way peasants have been written about and studied in the past?

2. What does Scott call everyday forms of peasant resistance, and what are some examples of it?
3. What weapons of the weak do YOU use in your everyday life?

4. Why should we care about these weapons of the weak? What import are they to politics?
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