Clippings-Based Research Paper: Guidelines

TOPIC SELECTION

· Your paper should analyze a relationship between a societal group and a state. The relationship should be one between a societal group and the state that governs it, not an external state. Societal groups may include: religious groups, religious movements, ethnic minorities, women’s organizations, labor organizations, radical left- or right-wing groups, etc.

· The state-society relationship should be in an Arab state, Turkey, Iran, Afghanistan, or Sudan.

· This is your starting point. Once you select a particular “relationship” and begin reviewing your information, you will then need to identify a counterintuitive puzzle concerning this group and its state. Answering this puzzle will be the focus of your paper. 

· Remember you are NOT simply describing the relationship in the paper. Papers that simply narrate or describe a relationship will NOT receive above a B. 

CLIPPINGS AND RESEARCH

· Once you have chosen your general topic, find one or more newspapers and/or periodicals that publish material on your topic. You may wish to peruse the following web site, which lists a number of English- and Arabic-language news sources: http://www.world-newspapers.com/east.html.

· High-quality, high-visibility English-language news sources on the Arab world and beyond include: The Daily Star (Lebanon), Ha’aretz (Israel), The Turkish Daily News (Ankara), and al Jazeera.  Other good sources for clippings are the BBC, The Guardian (London), The Independent (London) and the New York Times. All of these sources have web sites.

· If you are using news stories found on web sites, you must print them out and date them and include them with your paper.

· Regardless of the main sources you find, you MUST include at least three clippings from a regional (Middle East) news source. 

· Include at least 25 clippings in your paper/project. Make sure the source of each is noted and that the clipping is dated.

· In addition to your clippings, you must include at least three scholarly articles and at least two scholarly books in your sources. If you are writing on a contemporary relationship, these texts should have been published after 1995.

FORMAT OF THE PAPER

· Papers should be 7-8 pages, double-spaced, 12-point font, NOT including references. Both full references (at the conclusion of the paper) and in-text citations are required. If your paper runs long, please do not shrink the font. Either cut it down or turn in a longer paper.

·  Shorter papers will be severely penalized.

· Please use sub-titles to separate the different parts of your paper.

· Paper organization:


The Introduction, 1-1.5 pages



In your introduction you should explicitly state the problem or puzzle that you are examining, explicitly and clearly state your answer (or hypothesis). The latter will be your argument. Your introduction should include the following sentence:

“In this paper I will argue that ___________________.” Your introduction should also contain a “road map” telling me how the paper will be organized and what you will look at to demonstrate your argument.

Substantiating your puzzle, 1-1.5 pages



This brief section of the paper should provide enough background to compellingly demonstrate that there is indeed a puzzle to be solved.


The Body of the Paper, 4-5 pages



The body of the paper should empirically demonstrate your argument. Remember to remind the reader how the information relates to your argument.


Conclusion, half-1 page



Your conclusion should briefly recapitulate your argument and then tell your reader how this particular case contributes to our understanding of broader phenomena, links with a class theme, and/or and raises further topics for investigation.


Additional materials


Your paper should be placed in a neatly arranged folder that includes the paper AND all the clippings used in the paper.

SOURCES AND CITATIONS


Make sure all sources are cited properly. Please use in-text parentheses, and footnotes only where necessary. For exact instructions on reference style please see:

http://www.wisc.edu/writing/Handbook/DocAPSA.html
Failure to follow ALL the above instructions will result in a lower grade.

A note on Grading 


An “A” paper has a clearly stated, counterintuitive, reasonable puzzle (research problem) and a clearly stated and reasonable hypothesis (answer, thesis, or argument). The paper topic is appropriate to the class and within the assignment guidelines. The thesis/argument is consistently and methodically developed throughout the paper with information fully referenced. The paper stays focused and analytical. The paper analyzes rather than simply describes. The paper does not over-use quotes; the author’s voice remains dominant throughout. The paper does not spend too much time substantiating the puzzle (does not become a history paper). The paper is clearly laid out, thoroughly and properly referenced, extremely well written and free of typographical, spelling, or grammar errors. The paper uses the correct number and type of sources. The paper shows imagination and care. The paper is the appropriate length and has an appropriate conclusion. The paper’s tone is moderate and value-neutral. The paper does not become a policy recommendation but remains evaluative. The paper fulfils the assignment criteria in every way. 
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